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From the Chairman....  
Paul Sikma

Words of Welcome!

As a school society, we would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to 

Matthew and Yanyan Liu 

(Chinese Reformed Church of Cloverdale)

Chris and Lindsay Schouten

(Langley Canadian Reformed Church)

The Yagba Family 

(Guests to the Aldergrove Canadian Reformed Church)

who will be sending their children to our school.

W e are thankful to have you join us and pray you may enjoy the blessings of our school community.

I would like to start off by saying welcome to the
2020/2021 school year!   We welcome all students
back from summer break and a special welcome to
the new Kindergarten students and new families to
Credo.   We also welcome our new staff.   We trust
that your co-workers will help to make you feel at
home in the Credo staff.  It's truly a joy to be able
to say these words of welcome given the
uncertainty over the summer.   We are thankful that
we can come back to school and that it will mostly
be normal.   Yes, there are things that will not be
normal but we, Lord willing, will start off our school
year with full classes and a full enrollment.  Some
adjustments have been made to ensure the
education delivery at CCES is in compliance with
government regulations and keeps our children and
community safe but for the most part schooling at
Credo should feel quite familiar to most students. 
We are so thankful for this!

We enter this year with continued reliance in our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  As Board, we look
to him for guidance and strength as we carry out
our tasks.   There are two vacancies in the school
board that will need to be filled this Fall, so we ask
that those are eligible please consider serving.  
We need people to volunteer their time to help
govern the school.  I know that the thought of
sacrificing your time can be a challenge, but please
consider the importance of our children's education
and how necessary it is to have dedicated parents
to help guide our school and ensure that all the
children who go through Credo Elementary can be
educated in a setting that truly seeks to prepare
them for their work in God's kingdom.  

I would like to take this opportunity to express my

gratitude on behalf of the Board to Otto Bouwman. 
Otto, we thank you for all your work, especially
considering the added scope of dealing with
COVID-19 related matters.   This has added a
tremendous amount of increased communications,
leadership and problem solving to your already full
workload.   We really appreciate all your efforts.  
Of course, you had help with this, so we also
express our gratitude to our VP Jennifer
Onderwater as well as the staff and support groups
that have exemplified excellence and resiliency
during this crisis.  

There are a few key items that will have the
Board's attention this year.  The major one will be
how to best move forward with Middle School
implementation, so we ask for prayers as we
continue to plan and prepare.  There is a lot of
work that is going into this preparation and
everyone involved needs our support.   Another is
that, while we have been blessed with new staff for
the 20/21 school year, our community still needs
future teachers for the ongoing education of our
children.  Pray also with us that young people will
desire to enter this God glorifying profession. 

It is so comforting to know that God is in control. 
He has always been in control and always will be. 
He has promised us that he will never leave us.  
There will always be trials in our lives and often it is
hard to see the reason behind those trials, but we
look farther than the present.   We look forward to
serving our Lord in a new creation.  One that is free
from sin and the effects it has on our world.   While
we wait, we continue to prepare ourselves on how
to serve him, always relying on him for strength
and trusting in his unfailing love for us.  
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From the Principal....  
Otto Bouwman

August 29, 2020

A week ago, the following letter was sent out to our
parent community:

August 22, 2020
Dear Parents,

As the summer winds to a close, we thank God for
the opportunity we have to return to school in
British Columbia on Tuesday, September 8.
Though we might wish for a completely normal
return to school, we acknowledge that in many
other jurisdictions in North America the restrictions
related to returning to school are much greater than
here; we have many reasons for gratitude.

This year's school theme comes from Proverbs 3:5
& 6, which instructs us: "Trust in the LORD with all
your heart and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him
and he will make straight your paths." Such a
reminder comes in a timely manner; frequently our
inclination is to first rely on our own understanding
rather than to trust in the Lord. However, the school
of life teaches the foolishness of placing confidence
in anything or anyone other than our Maker. May
God give us the wisdom and strength we will need
to model quiet trust and confidence as we engage
in our work in the Lord's service.

The purpose of this letter is to share with you our
anticipated return-to-school plan. Credo Christian
Schools has submitted a proposed return-to-school
plan in line with what is articulated below, and is
currently awaiting Ministry approval. 

In a Nutshell
We are still living in exceptional times, and need to
acknowledge not only the physical health dangers
related to COVID-19 but also the genuine fears
many people have about COVID-19. Nonetheless,
recently-released Ministry guidelines will allow us to
make our students' educational experience feel
remarkably normal. For that, we are very thankful.
 
The Ministry is working with the understanding that
a school is a "controlled environment" in which
school administration can establish protocols which
ensure, as much as possible, students' continued
health. The Ministry is convinced that a safe return
to school is very important for the well-being of the

students in the province; we agree.

COVID-19 and Schools
It is the understanding of the Ministry that:
• There is limited evidence of confirmed

transmission within school settings.
• Children do not appear to be the primary

drivers of COVID-19 spread in schools or in
community settings.

• School closures have significant negative
mental health and socioeconomic impacts on
vulnerable children.

• Prevention measures and mitigation strategies
involving children must be commensurate with
risk.

Learning Groups
The Ministry Guidelines released at the end of July
state: Lowering the number of in-person, close
interactions continues to be a key component of
B.C.'s strategy to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
A cohort is a group of students and staff who
remain together throughout a school term. The use
of cohorts in schools allows for a significant
reduction in the number of individual interactions,
while allowing most students to receive in-person
learning in a close-to-normal school environment.

Though the Ministry Guidelines articulate different
expectations for elementary schools, middle
schools, and high schools, they also state that "the
underlying intention is that the measures listed in
the document are implemented throughout the
school, with no differences for different grades
within the same school." Consequently, within our
school and on our playground, we will have similar
expectations for students across all the grades. 

In our elementary school, cohorts (or learning
groups) are composed of up to 60 people; this
number includes all students and adults who will
normally be working in the classroom setting.
Within the cohort, while minimized physical contact
will be encouraged, physical distancing does not
need to be maintained. The composition of the
cohort will remain consistent for all activities that
occur at CCES. 

We will identify the following learning groups at
CCES: Kindergarten, Grades 1 & 2, Grade 3,
Grades 4 & 5, and Grades 6 & 7. 
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Though some of the learning group sizes will be
very close to the maximum size of 60 people, we
will be careful not to exceed that limit.
 
In elementary schools, students may socialize with
peers in different learning groups if they are
outdoors and can minimize physical contact; there
is recognition that "elementary-aged students are
less able to consistently maintain physical distance"
and that "outdoors is a lower-risk environment than
indoors."

There is a clear benefit in having identifiable
learning groups with a limited size in the school: in
the event that someone within the school tests
positive for COVID-19, the entire school would not
have to be impacted to the same extent as that
particular learning group. 

Students Coming to School
The school anticipates that student attendance
rates in the coming months will be lower than in
previous years; if (when) your child is not well at
the beginning of the day, please keep your child
home. This is probably the most evident manner in
which homes can support our efforts. As any other
year, please notify the school before the start of the
school day to advise us that your child cannot
attend.

At the beginning of the day, teachers will inquire
and observe student health. In the event that a
child arrives at school and appears unwell, the
teacher will inform the front office. The student will
need to be isolated, you will be informed, and your
child will need to go home. The same protocols will
take place at any point in the school day if a
student becomes unwell.

Parents might be wondering about protocols for the
buses. CCSTA anticipates operating its buses, but
there will be changes. Communication from CCSTA
will be shared as soon as it has been released from
them. I have had discussions with the head of
CCSTA during the summer months, and they are
working on articulating protocols which comply with
evolving government expectations.

School Expectations
The staff has not yet had formal discussions with
regard to some details related to the following.
Further communication will be shared after the staff
works out particular details during the week of
August 31. 

However, everyone can expect:
• staff members will not come to school if (when)

they are not well; administration will be looking
this year for additional teachers-on-call as well
as EAs-on-call

• frequent hand-washing / sanitizing will be the
norm

• extra cleaning will happen on high-touch
surfaces in the middle of the day - in addition to
the thorough janitorial cleaning every evening

• students should have their own water bottle; the
water fountains in the hallway will be disabled

• students will become aware that they may not
share food, pens, or pencils, and that sharing
of other learning materials will be kept to a
minimum

• classrooms will be arranged to maximize
distances as much as possible

• virtual classes will not be provided for students
not able to attend

• most students will enter / exit the school from
the exterior door in their classroom - thus
minimizing hall traffic

• we will have staggered morning recess as well
as staggered lunch recess - thus reducing
student densities on the playground

• we will not have school-wide assemblies in the
gym or in the church auditorium for the
immediate future

• since the majority of student interactions on the
playground are usually done with classmates,
life on the playground can continue quite
normally

• the staffroom will see less use than previously;
staff members will need to also use the library
as an alternate "break room" because of
physical distancing expectations

• for the end of the school day, new protocols will
be developed (and shared with students on the
first days of school) which will enable us to
have students safely line up for buses; because
of physical distancing requirements previous
arrangements will need to be altered 

Personal Protective Equipment
In our elementary school setting, since non-medical
masks are not recommended for elementary
students (due to the increased likelihood they will 
touch their face and eyes), the current expectation
is that we will not require students to wear masks.

Masks will be made available for students and
adults in the building if they wish to wear them.
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In situations in which it is impossible to maintain
physical distancing between learning groups, it may
become necessary for staff members to wear
masks (for example, at the end of the school day
while waiting for the buses to arrive).

Plexiglass shields will be installed in places where
we are unable to maintain other safety measures.
For example, we will have a plexiglass shield
installed in the library and also make some portable
ones for use in the Special Education room.

Potential Further Changes Related to COVID-19
Teachers and students using computers will
be(come) familiar with Google Classroom; in the
event that the Ministry instructs us to revert to
virtual teaching, we will need to be as ready as
possible to transition smoothly to that.

We anticipate that at least some of the protocols
outlined above may change as the year progresses
and as the Ministry responds to our evolving 
COVID-19 landscape.

In the event that somebody at CCES tests positive
for COVID-19, communication will be directed
through the Fraser Valley Health Authority. The
latter would also be the body that would be guiding
the school's response in such a situation. 

Conclusion
As we look forward to the return to school of all our
staff and students, we are aware that there is quite
a spectrum of perspectives related to COVID-19
and its accompanying restrictions. Numerous
lobbying groups are making it quite a challenge for
our Ministry officials to chart a way forward that
satisfies everyone. 

It is my hope and prayer that our students are able 
to return to school in a responsible, safe, and
enjoyable way. In the event that you have concerns 
or questions about CCES's intentions, please feel
welcome to share them with Vice-Principal Jennifer 

August 29, 2020

Onderwater or with me.

May God prosper our plans and enable us to
experience a smooth start under his continued
care.

Thus far the Letter...
A few thank yous are in order:
• Thank you, staff, for your flexibility and

commitment as we navigate our way through
these times together. It's been great to have
seen so many staff drifting in and out of the
school at various points throughout the summer
and to be committed working with a solution
oriented mindset in these unique
circumstances.

• Thank you, board, for your continued
commitment and support, making sure that the
school governance continues uninterrupted.
Your dedication and attention to detail is noted
and appreciated.

• Thank you, building committee, for your work in
the school during the summer months, ensuring
that the facilities are ready for everyone's
return.

• Thank you, parents, for your many expressions
of support and encouragement as we look
forward to a new school year. Thank you also
for responding as quickly as you did to my
recent emailed request related to buses.

I'm also grateful that our applications for Letters of
Permission were all granted by the Teacher
Cerfification Branch. That means that Lisa
Vanderven, Adrienne Hummelman, Evelynn
Scheper, and Janet Schouten can all take up their
respective new assignments as classroom teachers
- congratulations! 

Please keep the work that the school will be doing
in your prayers. Though the future is unknown to
us, it is all in God's hands. In God we trust; it's only
in that confidence that ultimately we can be kind,
calm, and safe. 

Credo Elementary is a peanut free facility- Please contact the office with any questions or concerns.
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Credo Aid Update  
Welcome back to the 2020-2021 school year. That was a long Spring break!

Our fundraising and school activities were hijacked by Covid-19 in March but we are thankful for the
fundraisers that were completed.  It was exciting to have 3 new opportunities with Glow coat check, the Dutch
cheese sale and Norwex.  These profits totalled $5564. Total income for the year was around $15,500 for
which we're very thankful can help the staff and students of both Credo Elementary and High schools.  

The disappointing decision was made to cancel the popular Mother's Day Fair and auction in May and we
thank the team that had already been planning the event. 

We face challenges and limitations this year but our board will continue to work on bringing forward fundraisers
and events.

Our board thanks Leona Huttema for her positive contribution to our team and we are seeking a volunteer to
take her position this year. Let us know if you're interested!  We will be meeting the week of Aug 31. 

We welcome any new ideas and feedback! 

Pearl Hoff
Leona Huttema 
Marcia Wildeboer

Allison Vandeburgt
Tanya Scholtens

• For all students Grade 6 and up and Drivers, non-medical masks are required.  (Exception
to the face mask rule applies to students with disabilities or health conditions that prevent
them from wearing the covering). Due to not being able to social distance on the bus, it is our
recommendation that all riders wear a mask for the safety of all students and drivers. 

• Students should clean their hands before they leave home and when they leave school prior
to taking the bus. 

• Buses will be cleaned and disinfected in accordance with BCCDC guidelines.  

• All garbage cans have been removed from buses.  There is no food or drink permitted on the
school bus. 

• Buses will be loaded from back to front and offloaded from front to back. Students are

encouraged to walk to their seat without touching seats as they pass as much as possible. 

• Buses will be limited to a maximum of 2 students per seat.

• CCSTA will use assigned seating, Families will sit together and other students will share

seats with others.  No extra students will be allowed to enter the bus.

• Due to trying to keep travel time on the bus at a minimum, some stops will be changed. To

help, please let your school know if students are only taking the bus one way.

• You will be receiving a phone call this week regarding your bus stop and pick up times.   

School Bus Covid-19 Guide
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CCES  SCHOOL CALENDAR  2020-2021

September 8 First day of school - No Assembly
22, 23 School photos

October 9 Pro D Day no school

12 Thanksgiving Day no school
22 Photo retakes
28 School membership meeting

November 11 Remembrance Day no school

12, 13 Teachers' Convention no school

December 18 Last day before Christmas break

20-Jan 1 Christmas Vacation no school

January 4 School reopens

February 12 Pro D Day no school

15 Family Day no school

March 15-26 March Break no school

29 School reopens

April 2 Good Friday no school

5 Easter Monday no school

May 13 Ascension Day

21 ProD Day no school
24 Victoria Day no school
26 School membership meeting

June 7 Track/Field Day Gr.6/7

25 Last day, Report Cards, Closing Assembly 11 am - church
28-30 Administrative days no school

Teaching and Support Staff 2020/2021
Kindergarten: Leslie Scholtens, Lisa Vanderven, Wilma Santema (EA)

Grade 1: Mary MacDougal and Adrienne Hummelman

Grade 2A: Mary MacDougal, Deborah Minderhoud, Joy VanVliet (EA)

Grade 2B: Mary MacDougal, Jennifer Onderwater, Joy VanVliet (EA)

Grade 3: Stephen Chase, Lisa Devries (EA)

Grade 4: Evelynn Scheper, Janet Schouten

Grade 5: Natasja VanRhee, Linda VanSpronsen

Grade 4 & 5 EA’s: Katelyn Mostert, Breanne VanWoudenberg, Alice Wu

Grade 6: Nadine Krikke

Grade 7: Diana Nobel

Grade 6 & 7 EA’s: Kim Groen, Yolanda Hoogstra, Jolena Onderwater, Lindsay Schouten, Jac Spoor

Special Education Coordinator: Deborah Huttema

Vice-Principal: Jennifer Onderwater

Principal: Otto Bouwman

Administrative Assistant: Kendra Vandergaag

Bookkeeper: Elma Kuntz

Librarian: Jackie VanOene

Music Instructors: Yvonne Jacobi, Mekayla Knol
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I'm grateful for the opportunity to work
with such a talented and diverse team
here at CCES! I appreciate it when
visitors pop in my office, say hello, and
see what's in the candy jar.

After being educated and growing up in
Ontario, I began teaching many years
ago in Winnipeg, where I taught for 8
years at Immanuel Christian School. The
next 8 years zoomed by as I helped
Calgarians establish Tyndale Christian
School. Following that, I moved to
Lynden, WA, and taught and was
principal at another brand new institution:
Cornerstone Christian School. In my
years of teaching, I've taught every grade
level from 1 - 12, and have taught in all
subject areas, with the exception of high
school levels of math and science.

After spending the first 40 years of my life
as a Canadian citizen and resident, I
moved to Lynden, Washington. My wife
Jeanette and I enjoy (when life is
"normal") many interactions with our
growing family there. Our six children and
ten grandchildren all live in the Lynden /
Aldergrove area. We were thankful this
summer when one of our sons became
engaged to a wonderful young woman! 

MEET THE TEACHER
Mr. Otto Bouwman - Principal

o.bouwman@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

In addition to my work as principal, I
enjoy being active at both local and
broader church functions, as well as
working on various projects around the
house, playing the organ, reading, and
enjoying the great outdoors.



This year I wear a few “hats” at Credo! I
am excited to be a Grade 2 teacher. I am
also part of the Special Education
Administration and am the Vice Principal.
I have taught at Credo for many years in
Kindergarten, Grades 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and even
Learning Assistance. I love children of all
ages!

I have an Early Childhood Education
Diploma from U.F.V. and an Education
degree from S.F.U. My studies were a
long time ago so it was exciting for me to
go back to school a few years ago and
complete my Masters in Educational
Leadership from U.V.I.

I am married to Jim for 27 years. We are
blessed with five children. Alek is a pilot
out of Hamilton. Katelyn married Kris
Tenbrinke this summer and studies at
U.B.C. Jolena is completing her Arts
degree and working at Credo. Esther is in
her third year of nursing at Trinity and
Lauren has graduated Grade 12 and is
starting courses at U.F.V. University is a
common theme in our household with
“the girls” coming and going while I try to
keep their schedules straight.

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Jennifer Onderwater - VP/Grade 2/SpEd

j.onderwater@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

I love to read with a cup of tea and
chocolate! I also enjoy being outdoors;
hiking, walking, biking or gardening. Jim
and I enjoy being active and our lab, River
makes sure we are out walking frequently.
At then end of the day, a glass of wine and
a fire are a treat!



MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Deb Huttema - SPED/LA

d.huttema@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

I love kids, and adults are pretty great too.
My “love tank” gets filled by being with
people I love; walking, talking, or sharing a
coffee, tea or meal with them. I love God,
sunshine, flowers, outdoors, walks with my
dog, taking pictures of God's amazing
creation, chocolate, reading, and good
coffee. I love my family. 

I have 4 kids, which has become 6 kids and
a grandbaby. I am absolutely loving being
a grandmom!

I have been in education a long time and
love learning new things. I worked as an
educational assistant for 2 years in a
Catholic school and in Credo High for 2
years part-time. I got my teaching degree
from TWU and SFU in 1996 when my
oldest was 1 year old. Before working at
Credo Elementary, I substitute taught at
William of Orange and Credo Elementary
for years. I started working part-time at
Credo and on my post-baccalaureate
when my youngest started grade one in
2007.  I finished my post-bac from SFU in
2015, the same year my second oldest
graduated from CCHS.
 
My passion is to help kids to succeed in
life and help them feel good about
themselves. Sometimes that is by
learning to read better; other times it is
learning social skills and strategies to
self-regulate. When children are able to
carry a conversation, pick up on social
cues and adjust, and have good
relationships, they are better able to
function in life, school and future jobs. 
Most importantly I want them to love
Jesus and trust him in all things.



Hi – My name is Leslie Scholtens. I am
married to Paul Kang and we have four
wonderful (mostly) children, Kyah (16),
Jaina (14), Taron (11) and Nyles (8).

 I finished a BA in Political Science from
TWU and went to teach in Korea after I
graduated. It is there that I met Paul and I
fell in love with him and with teaching. We
had the opportunity to teach in Kenya, at
an all girls high school, for 6 months after
we got married, followed by a road trip
through East Africa.
Returning to Korea, I taught middle school
students as well as did English
teacher education workshops for Korean
teachers. Back in Canada, I taught ESL
to adults in Vancouver for several years
and trained ESL teachers before I went
back to SFU for a Bachelor of Education. I
taught English at CCHS for a year and
found my passion in teaching
Kindergarten 13 years ago.

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Leslie Scholtens - Kindergarten

l.scholtens@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

My favourite things – Oh, I have so many! In
teaching, I love silly books and poems and
telling stories with puppets. My family lives
on a hobby farm with a horse, a dog, a few
cats, and a coop full of interesting
chickens. I have a <mild> obsession with
chickens – especially funny books about
chickens. In the summer we like to camp in
our vintage ’69 trailer. I also love coffee,
chocolate, Korean food (I even have a
Korean food blog), and traveling around the
world (way back when you could travel).



My husband Nick and I have been
married for 20 years. We have 5
daughters; two are in heaven (Rachel
and Amryn) and 3 are here with us, Robyn
(18), Lydia (15) and Amy (9). I received a
BA in Psychology and Anthropology from
UBC and worked as a behavioral
therapist for children with autism. A year
after university, I moved to Hamilton,
Ontario, to teach grade 1. There I met my
husband, where we married and lived for
9 years. While raising our girls I worked
as an EA at Guido high school and
Timothy elementary. I was also a
childcare supervisor for the YMCA at a
local public school. We moved to BC in
2006 where I worked as an EA at Credo
high and for the past 7 years here at
Credo elementary! In the past year I have
taught ESL online to students in China.
 Over the years, I have worked in grades 1
to 12 (except 7) but it was in the past year
that God led me to kindergarten, and I
loved it! After a year of working with Ms.
Scholtens, here I am, ready to lead a
class of my own. I am very excited to
have a wonderful year with my students!

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Lisa Vanderven - Kindergarten

l.vanderven@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

I love to travel with my family. We like to
explore local places, but have also driven
across Canada and flown to other
countries- last summer we went to
Australia, where my husband is from! I love
babies, hiking to waterfalls, birds, family
get-togethers. I like gardening and have
way too many plants in our yard. I like to
learn new skills, and enjoy cooking and
crafts. I love to help people, especially
little people!  Our family loves to care for
fun pets.  Right now we have a lovebird,
chameleon, lots of fish, and 7 baby quail!
I’m thankful that this year’s theme reminds
us to “trust in the Lord” and I hope to
acknowledge Him in all that we do and
learn this year!



I’ve been teaching a long time...two
generations of children.  Perhaps with the
support of a cane or a walker I could
teach the next generation as well 😊.  

I have a Bible text on my desk that reads,
“….that you may tell the next generation
that this is God, our God forever and
ever.  He will guide us forever.”  My
passion as a child of God, is to do just
that, to teach the children that we have
an amazing God!  

This coming year, I feel blessed that most
of my time will be spent teaching primary
children (Grades One and Two) how to
read and write.

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Mary MacDougal - Grade 1 & 2

m.macdougal@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

Besides teaching I also tutor one on one. 
When I’m not teaching or tutoring I enjoy
reading, visiting family and friends and
have been known to dabble in a little
jewelry making.



Hi everyone! My name is Adrienne
Hummelman and I am so excited to be
teaching Grade One this year! This will be
my first-year teaching, as well as my first
year joining the Credo community.

I have worked for the past seven years as
an Educational Assistant at Surrey
Christian School and Cloverdale
Christian. Grade One has always been
one of my favourite grades, and I can not
wait for all the fun, learning, and exploring
this year!

Feel free to pop into Grade One anytime,
you will probably find me eating fishy
crackers and drinking tea, but I’d love to
meet you and share Grade One’s
learning!

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Adrienne Hummelman - Grade 1

a.hummelman@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

This summer I enjoyed some of my
favourite things, including road tripping
camping through Banff and Jasper with my
family. I also spent some time going on
adventures with my (not so little) puppy
Blixum. Though I’ve kept busy with my
courses at Trinity and a lot of weddings
this summer, I’ve made sure to take time
to enjoy being creative and exploring
God’s beautiful creation.



My life in a nutshell? Well, I was born and
raised a prairie girl hailing from Winnipeg,
Manitoba and continued with a similar
view outside my Dordt College dorm
window where I received my teaching
degree. After graduating however, I
ventured out to BC for interviews and fell
in love with the mountains. A loving
husband, five adventurous children, and
28 years later, I am still in love with
beautiful British Columbia.

While the Lord and my family are my true
loves, my passion for education has been
evident in a variety of roles over the past
28 years. I treasure being part of the
CCES community and pray daily that
God will use me to help equip His
children for lives of faithful service.

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Debora Minderhoud - Grade 2

d.minderhoud@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE
THINGS

I currently live in the hills of Mission, BC
and love to get out to enjoy all that BC has
to offer whether it is hiking, camping or just
sitting by a fire with friends on a clear
evening. My family loves to think outside
the box which has recently prompted us to
create an axe throwing venue in the old
barn on our property and has resulted in
many evenings of fun with family and
friends.



Hi Credo Community! I'm about to begin
my tenth year here at Credo. I graduated
in 2011 from Western Washington
University in Bellingham with a major in
elementary education and an emphasis
in english language arts. 

When I joined Credo, I taught grade 2, but
after two years transitioned to grade 3
(the best grade ever!), where I've been
ever since. 

I'm a member of Nooksack Valley
American Reformed Church in Sumas,
Washington. My wife Jes and I have four
boys - Josiah (8), Titus (6), Asher (4), and
Ezra (3). Josiah and Titus attend
Cornerstone Christian School in Lynden.
Titus has his grandma for his teacher this
year - lucky kid! Asher is excited for
preschool this year, and Ezra is looking
forward to lots of mom time.

MEET THE TEACHER
Mr. Stephen Chase - Grade 3

s.chase@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

I think many of you know that I'm an avid
birdwatcher in my free time. I love
exploring Whatcom County looking
for cool birds in neat areas. My kids like to
tag along to look for dragonflies,
butterflies, and amphibians. I also enjoy
gardening, hiking, and playing street
hockey with my kids.



MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Janet Schouten - Grade 4

j.schouten@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

Tthrifting, upcycling, politics & current
events, home decorating, education,
kombucha, health & nutrition, natural
cleaning/personal care products,
organization, inspiring quotes.

After completing my teacher's training at
the Covenant Canadian Reformed
Teachers College in 1984, I spent two
years teaching in Manitoba and one year
in Ontario.  The next few decades found
me marrying my husband Rob, making a
few interprovincial moves, raising five
children and receiving a good number of
grandchildren.  During the past decade or
so, I have enjoyed the pleasant
experience of regularly substitute
teaching in our local elementary schools
where I have picked up many great ideas
from excellent teachers.  I look forward to
meeting the grade 4 students, and to
participating with them in the feast of
education with the Holy Spirit as the
primary teacher.



I married my highschool sweetheart, Ron,
17 years ago and since then we have
been blessed with 5 children, of whom the
youngest is off to full time grade one this
year!  I have my Special Education
Teacher's Assistant Certificate and
worked as an EA at John Calvin
Elementary and Credo High for several
years before returning to school to start
the process of obtaining my teacher's
certification.  That journey was put on
hold after a year when our firstborn came
along, and I dove into the new and
blessed career of motherhood.  Over the
years I have continued to enjoy teaching
and leading through other avenues,
including craft classes, art lessons, and
cooking lessons as well as being a
regular Coffee Break Bible Study Leader. 
 Last year, (after subbing at Abbotsford
Christian Middle School and Credo
Elementary for a few years), I took on a
part time EA position at Credo and this
year I am thrilled to have this opportunity
to co-teach Grade 4!  Come September, I
will also be picking up where I left off 15
years ago to take some courses and
continue working towards the goal of
completing my teaching degree.  In the
meantime though, I am so thankful and
excited to get to know our new students,
and to learn, grow and do what I love to
do: teach!

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Evelynn Scheper- Grade 4

e.scheper@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

All things that are crafty, the sound of child
laughter 
Waves crashing on rocks, sea foam that
comes after
Hot summer sun, with the fun that it brings
These are a few of my favourite things.

Tall trees and red roses, and green
weeping willows
Hiking in mountains, with flower filled
meadows
A walk in the woods, and a wooden porch
swing
These are a few of my favourite things.

Traveling with family, exploring creation, 
Chocolate and cheesecake, sweet taste
bud sensations
Robins in spring, with their songs that they
sing
These are a few of my favourite things...



It is amazing the journey God takes us on
as He teaches us who we are and who he
wants us to become. I have become a
wife to Rod, a mother to Zeb (17) and
Alexis (15), a teacher to the grade 5 Credo
students, a friend to many and a life long
learner. Life is full of surprises and
changes. But as some things change,
many others stay the same. It was always
my dream to become a teacher and in
1996 I finally received that privilege. Many
years later, I am still teaching and still
loving it. I am now teaching children of
students from my first class, in the same
room that I started my teaching career!
After teaching 7 years full time, in three
different schools, I now job share (60%),
so I am able to balance being a
mother/wife and a teacher.

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Linda VanSpronsen - Grade 5

l.vanspronsen@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

Some of my favourite things are hiking,
backpacking, mountain biking, boating,
surfing, skiing and of course camping.
There are so many things to do! I guess I
am a lover of the great outdoors. I also
love spending time with family and friends.
I am always up for a cup of tea, a game of
cards or a visit! 



You could say that the V team is back
together. They are excited about this
opportunity and look forward to
embracing this new school year with lots
of hands-on, dynamic, experiential
learning opportunities. Learning can be
experienced in and outside of the
classroom and is most fun when done in
teams and processed through hands-on
moments. 

Grade 5 is a place where everybody is
valued and seen as a unique creation by
God and special in their own design. The
classroom is a safe place where we
honour each other and value each other’s
input as unique and expressive.

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Natasja VanRhee - Grade 5

n.vanrhee@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

Natasja is a wife and mother of five
teenagers. She is a life coach and is
hoping to do some athletic coaching and
extra curricular activities when she has
time.She loves to spend time with her
husband and friends, especially if there’s
an outdoor opportunity. Nadia enjoys
playing games, reading, going for walks
and hanging out with her kids.



I was born and raised in Ontario and
made the move out to BC just over 3
years ago. I am the youngest in my family
with only 1 older brother. I love making
the trek “home” a few times a year to visit
my family and spend time with my niece. 

I attended McMaster University right out
of high school where I graduated with my
Honors BA in English and Geography.
From there, I attended Brock University’s
teacher training program where I
received my BEd. 

I’ve switched grades a few times so far
since being out here and love working at
Credo. I am currently working on my
Master’s degree from Dordt University.

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Nadine Krikke - Grade 6

n.krikke@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

Some of my favourite things include
travelling, reading, hiking (only easy rated
trails though, I’m no expert yet ), playing
board games, exploring the province, and
spending time with friends. A recent travel
highlight was time spent last summer in
Zambia. You’ll find me most often in my
classroom with a Starbucks in hand.



I was born and raised in Ontario (and still
make many visits there to visit my family,
especially the nieces..). 

After high school I finished my Bachelor
of Arts and then attended Covenant
Teachers College in Hamilton and
obtained my Diploma of Education from
there. I then taught Grade 3 and 8 for 1
year and then Grade 3 for 3 years in
Hamilton. Following that, I went back to
school for a year in order to receive my
Bachelor of Education degree. Finishing
up that year, I found my way to BC, which
was just over 5 years ago. I have been
teaching Grade 7 here at Credo ever
since.

MEET THE TEACHER
Ms. Diana Nobel - Grade 7

d.nobel@credoces.org

ALL ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

Some of my favourite things include
camping and road trips around the country
as well as exploring God's creation in
other places around the world too. Punny
jokes (also known as dad or teacher jokes)
are always enjoyed. Board games and
wine make a great way to spend an
evening with friends. Starbucks is a great
place to find fuel for my day. I enjoy playing
sports (soccer and volleyball in particular).



 

Supplies and  

Personal Items for September 

2020-2021 

 
 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN 
 

▪ Indoor Shoes – no laces please 

▪ Towel/blanket – no larger than a beach towel 

▪ 1 Box of Tissue 

 

GRADE 1 - GRADE 2 - GRADE 3 
 

▪ Indoor shoes – no laces please 

▪ 1 Box of Tissue 

 

GRADE 4 - GRADE 5 
 

▪ Indoor Gym Shoes (no black soles) 

▪ 1 – 1½ Binder (not zippered) 

▪ 1 pkg – Subject Dividers (2 for Grade 5) 

▪ 6+ – HB pencils 

▪ 1 – Pencil Sharpener 

▪ 1 – Scissors 

▪ 2 – Erasers 

▪ 1 – 24 Pack Pencil Crayons 

▪ 6+ – Black/Blue Ball Point Pens 

▪ 2 – Red Ball Point Pens 

▪ 2 – Highlighters 

▪ 3 – White Board Markers 

▪ 1 – Glue Stick 

▪ 1 – Pencil Case (no magnetic pencil holders) 

▪ 1 – Metric Ruler 

▪ 1 – Box of Tissue 

 

GRADE 6 - GRADE 7 
 

▪ Indoor Gym Shoes (no black soles) 

▪ 2 – 1½ Binder (not zippered) 

▪ 2 – Subject Dividers (package) 

▪ 6+ – HB pencils 

▪ 1 – Pencil Sharpener 

▪ 1 – Scissors 

▪ 2 – Erasers 

▪ 1 – 24 Pack Pencil Crayons 

▪ 6+ – Black/Blue Ball Point Pens 

▪ 2 – Red Ball Point Pens 

▪ 2 – Highlighters 

▪ 3 – White Board Markers (none for Grade 7) 

▪ 1 – Glue Stick 

▪ 1 – Pencil Case (no magnetic pencil holders) 

▪ 1 – Math Notebook/Quad Ruled/Spiral Back 

(+.5 cm squares preferred) 

▪ Basic Calculator 

▪ 1 – Metric Ruler 

▪ 1 – Box of Tissue 

 

Please contact the office if you have additional questions or concerns: cces@telus.net 



Branches 
 

Credo Christian Elementary School 

21919 52 Ave. Langley BC V2Y 2M7 

Phone: 604-530-1131 / Fax: 604-530-4268 

Email: cces@telus.net 

Website: www.credoces.org 

In This Issue: 

• From the Chairman 

• From the Principal 

• From Credo Aid 

• CCSTA Covid-19 Update 

• 2020/21 School Calendar 

• Teacher Bios 

• Supply List 

The purpose of our parental Christian School is to educate our children to develop their individual potential and to acquire 

the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for a life of responsible stewardship in God's Kingdom.  

 

WELCOME TO CCES 
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Grade 1 
Rebecca Liu 

Grade 2 

Grade 4 

 

Grade 7 
Lucas Schouten 

Board of Directors 

Paul Sikma (2022)  

Keith Broersma (2022)  

Ian Moes (2021)  

Roger Aikema (2021)  

Deanna VanDyke (2020)  
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Brad VanOene (2022) 

 

Education Committee 
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Credo Aid 

Pearl Hoff 

Tanya Schoultens 
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Fee Structure 2020-2021 

Membership / 125.00 

Elem. (1-3) / 545.00 

Junior High / 695.00 
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Education/PR 

CCSTA 
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Mandy Dewit 
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James Vandeburgt 
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Principal 

VP & Grade 2 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Grade 1 & 2 

Grade 1 

Grade 3 

Grade 2 

Grade 4 

Grade 4 

Grade 5 

Grade 5 

Grade 6 

Grade 7 

SpEd, LA 

Music 4 & 5 

Music 6 & 7 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Educational Ass’t 

Librarian 

Bookkeeper 

Office Administrator 

 

 

Allison Vandeburgt 

Marcia Wildeboer 

 

 

 

Kindergarten / 335.00 

Elementary (4-7) 565.00 

Senior High 745.00 
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