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From the Chairman Paul Sikma 

 

Christmas is approaching quickly, and the timing is 

definitely needed.   The message of God’s redeeming 

work through his one and only Son has always been 

important, but now more so than ever before.  There 

continues to be so much stress, uncertainty, and fear 

around life right now.  I pray that God may comfort us in 

these times with the incredible gift of grace he has given 

us through the birth, death and resurrection of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ.   I believe if we can fix our minds 

on him and trust in his plan, he will see us through these 

difficult times.  Let’s celebrate Christ’s birth with a 

feeling of calm because he is in control; with certainty 

because his promises are sure and he will take care of us; 

no fear in the struggles of this life because he has 

promised that not a hair can fall from our head without 

his will.  He is in control. He is good and he is loving.  Now 

those are good thoughts to dwell on, especially during 

difficult times.   

 

We are so blessed that we have been able to run school 

so far.  Praise God for allowing this to happen.  We thank 

God that we have such dedicated teachers and staff that 

continue to push their way through COVID life to ensure 

our children receive the education that they need.   May 

God continue to bless their work.   

 

Future Staffing 

At the membership meeting our vice-principal Jennifer 

Onderwater gave an informative presentation about 

next year. With both the imminent winding-down of 

WOCS as well as the establishment of a Middle School, 

there will be a great number of details that will need to 

be ironed out in the next few months. I was thankful that 

the Middle School report was released two weeks ago.  

  

Last week, you may have seen an advertisement inviting 

teachers to join our team for next year. Yes, advertising 

at this time of year already might be earlier than normal, 

but the decision to advertise now was made 

collaboratively with our other schools in this area.  Given 

the context of a reduced student population at the high 

school next year and the simultaneous wind-down of 

WOCS, it made most sense to take this step now. 

 

As soon as (most of) the staffing decisions regarding 

middle schools at CCES and JCCS have been made, next 

year’s middle school teachers will begin working 

together to flesh out curriculum intentions.  It’s going to 

be an interesting challenge and opportunity for the 

teachers involved to collaborate together in this way! 

We will make every effort to keep as much transparency 

in the process as possible.  

 

Board Transition 

I would like to take this opportunity to officially welcome 

Stuart VanderHorst and Mirjam Scholtens who have 

joined the CCES board.  They have taken up their roles 

quickly by attending an orientation, their first Board 

meeting and committee meetings.  Stuart has been 

assigned to the Maintenance Committee while Mirjam 

joins the Education Committee.  Hopefully, your 

transition goes smoothly, and you feel at home in your 

respective roles soon.  Brad VanOene has moved to a 

position as a rep on the High School Board.    Thank you 

to Deanna VanDyke who has completed her term on the 

board.  Your hard work and dedication were greatly 

appreciated.  Enjoy school board retirement and we wish 

you the Lord’s blessings as you move on from this role. 

 

School Bookkeeper 

Elma Kuntz will be retiring from CCES in December and 

we wish her all the best.  Thank you, Elma, for your many 

years of service.   Your work is greatly appreciated and 

your impact on the school will be felt for years to come.  

We wish you the Lord’s blessings as well as you move on 

from CCES and we pray that he will continue to watch 

over you.    

 

We welcome Belinda Dykstra as our new bookkeeper.  

May you feel at home at CCES soon and may God bless 

your work.   
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From the Principal Otto Bouwman

Dear readers: Greetings from 21919 52nd Avenue. We 

are happy to report that things at school have been going 

remarkably smoothly. Especially in light of the current 

context in which live, we’re thankful that thus far so 

many aspects of life at CCES have continued quite 

normally. As I just concluded another thanksgiving 

weekend, I was reminded of a brief passage in Romans 1. 

As the apostle Paul begins his explanation of why God’s 

wrath is revealed from heaven, he says where it all starts: 

“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as 

God or give thanks to him.” Knowing God implies we are 

to acknowledge him as God; acknowledging him as God 

implies that we are to deliberately thank him. May we 

never tire of counting our blessings and thanking God for 

them. Regardless of our life’s circumstances, our cups 

really are all at least “half-full” rather than “half-empty.”  

 

Reporting Protocol Changes 

In the last issue of Branches, readers were informed of 

the anticipated parent / student / teacher conferences; 

they took place at the end of October. At our November 

staff meeting, after having received feedback from 

parents, the teachers shared impressions of how the 

conferences went. Some of the predominant themes 

were: 

• The P/S/T format went well. There was good 

involvement by most of the students – how they 

recognized and  took ownership of their 

"stretches" and committed to improving.  

• The template worked well for the discussion. 

• In most cases there was good alignment 

between perspectives of teachers and parents.  

• Parents appreciated seeing the student / teacher 

relationship and teachers appreciated seeing the 

student /  parent relationship.  

• Nice to have all three parties meeting early in the 

year in a goal-setting exercise.  

• The "stars" and "wishes" (or “strengths” and 

“stretches”) was a neat idea and it ensured that 

we were all on the  same page.  

•  “I liked the way these interviews stressed the 

active role that we (p/t/s) each play in the 

students' education, emphasizing at the same 

time that the responsibility for the students' 

learning is a team effort.” 

(There were some parents who shared that they missed 

an opportunity to speak privately with the teacher. In 

connection with that: After the first few weeks of school, 

teachers made the effort to connect with homes, either 

by phone, email, or casual contact. They plan to do that 

again in February. And they might do it at any other point 

when they notice something and feel that 

communication is warranted or might be beneficial. In 

other words, there are other opportunities for teachers 

and parents to engage in private discussion apart from 

the traditional conferences at school. Parents also have 

opportunities to initiate contact with each child’s 

teacher.) 

 

In sum: the feedback thus far is that the changes seem to 

be well-received. That was also the conclusion at the 

most recent meeting of the education committee.  

 

Pre-School  

Under normal circumstances, the school connects 

several times with homes which are expected to have a 

school-age child in a few years. In all likelihood, a 

member of the membership committee will connect with 

homes several years before the oldest child is of 

Kindergarten age. That is normally followed up with a 

Ready-Set-Learn experience. Sometime later, the 

enrollment process begins with lots of paperwork to fill 

in. Finally, there is a session when the child is introduced 

to the Kindergarten classroom and teacher. All these 

steps are taken before the child arrives in school at the 

beginning of each September. 

  

Though there are many factors which can impact how 

well a child does in Kindergarten, in general, the better 

prepared he / she is, the more pleasant an experience it 

will be for everyone involved. Parents, never 

underestimate how much learning takes place when you 

play board games with your pre-school children. Games 

which involve dice inevitably result in children getting 

some sense of numbers; when players roll two of them, 

they’ll start learning to add. How often do you play 

memory with your child? It’s highly recommended; there 
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is plenty of brain research which indicates that the more 

a young person practices memory skills, the more readily 

he / she will be able to memorize. Though only teachers 

might think of all the learning opportunities related to 

core competency development that exist around a board 

game, everyone realizes that children need to learn to 

speak, listen, negotiate, win or lose graciously, and 

demonstrate resilience. Each of those skills will be much 

more clearly developed as a family sits around a board 

game as opposed to living in silos beside each other 

concentrated on their own little digital screen. Set time 

aside to play with your children. Get into the habit with 

your preschoolers and maintain the custom as your 

children get older. (And never underestimate how many 

opportunities there are to teach and learn around the 

daily dinner table!) 

  

Now that I’m on the topic: Allow me to add one more 

thing about printing. There are (at least) three different 

components for children to absorb as they learn their 

letters; they learn the name of the letter, the sound 

associated with it, and how to write / recognize the 

letter. That’s not even saying anything about the fine 

motor control that is being developed as children 

practice writing their name, and perhaps the name of 

Mom, Dad, and possibly a few siblings. Kindergarten 

teachers love to have each student able to put his / her 

name on his / her work at the beginning of the year. 

 

School Safety 

Someone asked a while ago about the school’s nut policy. 

We consider ourselves a “nut aware” school rather than 

one that is “nut free.” A nut free school is one where 

there is a complete ban not only on peanuts, but on any 

and all nuts, including cashews, chestnuts, filberts, 

hazelnuts, hickory nuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pine 

nuts, pistachios, and walnuts. It would be a difficult 

assignment to enforce that everything that is brought to 

school is entirely nut-free. As a nut-aware school, 

though, we request parents to try avoid sending tree nut 

items in children’s snacks and lunches. Since peanut 

allergies are probably the most common nut sensitivities, 

so please ensure that Credo is a peanut-free zone. We 

have students with varying nut sensitivities; sending out 

a reminder periodically is meant to raise everyone’s 

awareness.  

 

The slightly revised student pick-up protocols at the end 

of the school day this year seem to be going well. I’m 

thankful for the diligence of those who ensure safety at 

the end of the driveway. Given not only the speed with 

which vehicles travel down 52nd Ave around 3:00 in the 

afternoon, but also the number of vehicles leaving from 

our parking lot around then, it’s great to have 

responsible attendants out there. Students who leave 

the school on foot at the end of the day are to wait by 

the bike rack and should not be crossing the street 

without cross-walk attendants.  

 

A Few Changes 

Due to COVID concerns and accompanying regulations, 

this year’s Market Day for our 6th and 7th graders had to 

be cancelled. Though that’s a regrettable development, 

we hope that next year many aspects of life can return to 

normal.  

 

Hopefully the following change is met with more 

enthusiasm than the Market Day development. CCES 

anticipates moving toward online permission forms in 

the near future. This new updated online format will cut 

down preparation time and organization for our 

teachers, as well as conveniently enable parents to 

effortlessly approve and sign forms. If all goes according 

to plan, sending paper permission forms back and forth 

between home and school will be a thing of the past. As 

we collectively move more and more towards digital 

communication, our goal remains to have positive 

school-home interactions. Please let the front office 

know if you miss hunting for and signing those elusive 

field trip forms and then making sure that it’s in your 

youngster’s backpack. 😊 

 

A Few Names 

Near the end of last month we said farewell to the Koning 

family, as they left our school community and relocated 

to Edmonton, Alberta. We wish Noemi and her family 

well as they adjust to PICS, their new school community.  

  

On December 17, 6th grader Hailey Stam will receive 

surgery; this has become necessary since one of her 

vertebrae has slipped out of place, causing a pinching of 

her nerve. As such surgery is very close to her spinal 

column, some risk is inherent. We pray that God guides 

the hands of surgeons, that the surgery will be 
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successful, and that Hailey will be able to recuperate 

fully. 

  

One of our students was recently recognized for his 

artistic skill: he won second prize at a national level in a 

Canadian Legion competition with his Remembrance Day 

entry last year. Congratulations, Caleb Yu! Great work! 

Continue developing and using the gifts God gives you! 

  

Perhaps readers read updates regarding Neil Dykstra. 

(https://neildykstra.blogspot.com/) Continue to uphold 

our brother and his family in your prayers; his chemo 

treatments have been difficult and draining for him and 

his family. 

  

New board members were voted in at the last 

membership meeting. (It was great that the voting 

process could go smoothly and that there were no 

irregularities; thanks, Nick.) Changing of the guard means 

saying farewell to Deanna VanDyke; her enthusiasm and 

commitment were a huge blessing to the school. Thank 

you for your work around the board table, the education 

committee table, the interview table, and as board / staff 

liaison; Deanna will be missed.  

  

Welcome to incoming board members Mirjam Scholtens 

and Stuart VanderHorst. The CCES board members 

orientation document begins with: “Congratulations! 

The CCES membership has elected you to be their 

trustees of the school it operates. It has entrusted you 

with the enormous responsibility of overseeing the 

education of its children.” May you receive the needed 

energy and wisdom to fulfill these responsibilities well.  

  

And finally: there’s another change in staff at the front 

desk. Belinda Dykstra has been learning the ropes from 

Elma Kuntz; after more than 25 years of service Elma is 

retiring. During all those years, one of the responsibilities 

Elma had was that the school’s finances remained in 

good order. Her attention to detail was much 

appreciated. Had it not been for the bookkeeper, the 

treasurer’s job would have been completely 

overwhelming. She took a leading role in the 

development of the annual budget, made sure that all 

expenses were properly allocated, and did her best to 

ensure that the school remained within budget. Elma: 

thank you for your diligence, and we wish you the Lord’s 

blessing in your retirement. Belinda: we look forward to 

working with you! 

Signing Off 

Christmas time is a special time of year for everyone. 

However, this year COVID restrictions will impact not 

only traditional Christmas time worship opportunities 

but also many other family activities; Christmas 2020 will 

be different than ever before. May our celebrations and 

thankfulness be focused on the birth of our Savior. The 

world – apart from the light of the gospel – and we 

especially feel it today – is a dark and weary one. But 

think of the hymn “O Holy Night”: 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of our dear Savior's birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

There is no need to be despondent about this weary 

world: our dear Savior’s birth gives us “the thrill of hope” 

and fills us with optimism as we look forward to not just 

a new year but to a glorious eternity! Wishing all of our 

readers the Lord’s blessing in 2021!

 

Calendar Update 
December 18  Last day before Christmas break  

 20- Jan 1 Christmas Vacation No school 

January 4 School re-opens  

February 12 Pro D Day No school 

 15  Family Day No school 

March 15-26 Spring Break No school 

 29 Easter  

https://neildykstra.blogspot.com/
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Minutes of the November 2020 AGM 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of 

Credo Christian Elementary School with the Membership 

November 4, 2020 via “Zoom” 

 

Opening and Welcome:  

The Chairman, Paul Sikma, welcomed all those present virtually, thanked them for being patient with the week’s 

delay, and opened the meeting.  He read from Deuteronomy 10:12-22 and followed with prayer.  A quorum of 

members was present.   

 

Agenda:  

The agenda was adopted as presented.  

 

Approval of Minutes:  

The minutes of the CCES membership meeting held May 27, 2020 were distributed prior to the meeting. A motion 

to adopt the minutes as presented was approved through the Zoom polling feature.  

 

Business arising from the Minutes:  

There were no matters from the minutes to address. 

 

Heritage Foundation Presentation 

The Chairman invited Harry Moes to present on behalf of the Heritage Foundation.  The Foundation’s goal is to 

preserve and expand Reformed Christian Education in a stewardly fashion via planned giving, in order to provide 

short-term and long-term sustainability for Reformed Education in our community.  They invited those in 

attendance to meet with them so that they can understand peoples’ goals and priorities, to plan with them and 

their team of experts to build a personalized plan, and invite them to donate and invest with them. 

 

Their promise is that they are 100% focused on Reformed Christian education, backed by the support of the 

Christian School Foundation and their experts.  They indicated that you can donate to one individual school, several 

schools, specific funds, or the movement as a whole. They are committed to working with integrity.  Members of 

the Heritage Foundation Board of Directors are: Phil Bandstra, Ken Krabbendam, Jerome Lengkeek (Secretary), 

Harry Moes, Dave Pruim (Chairman), and Greg VanPopta.  They will be marketing this initiative in the future and 

look forward to meeting with members of the community. 

 

Board Elections: 

Two new directors were required to replace Lisa VanDyke who resigned her position, and Deanna Van Dyke who 

completed her term.  Nominees were Dave Huttema, Cindy Luiten, Mirjam Scholtens, and Stuart Vanderhorst. 

 

The Chairman read off the names of those nominated, instructed the members to only vote once per household, to 

vote for two members, and that voting is only open to current society members.  After voting through the Zoom 

voting feature, Mirjam Scholtens and Stuart Vanderhorst were confirmed as the two new board members. 

 

Annual Report: 

The Chairman gave the floor to Deanna Van Dyke, who presented the annual report for the 2019/2020 school year 

on behalf of the Secretary, Keith Broersma. 
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Valley-Wide High School Implementation Committee (VWHSIC) Update:   

The Chairman invited Richard Welfing to provide an update on the activities of the VWHSIC, mentioning that his 

presentation would be the same presentation being shared with the other school societies.  The presentation 

included updates on:  

• Overall Plan Review – a review of the big picture plan approved by the membership in May 2019 was 

presented. 

• Task Force Updates – Land Acquisition and Fundraising Task Forces are active. 

• Middle School – a draft report on Middle School implementation is expected to be released to the 

membership soon. 

• Fundraising Call – expected to go out to the membership in Winter 2020. 

• Next Steps – focus is on Middle School, fundraising and amending the High School operating agreement. 

 

Middle School @ CCES Update:   

The Chairman invited Jennifer Onderwater to provide an update on the plans for implementation of Middle School 

at CCES for September 2021.  The presentation also incorporated the approximate numbers of students that may 

be transferring from William of Orange Christian School (WOCS), due to their decision last week to close WOCS at 

the end of the current school year.  The presentation included:   

• A discussion of classroom capacity and space considerations.  A portable is proposed in the northeast corner 

of the property, to hold the library and music room.   There will be space for the anticipated 280-290 

students. 

• The pedagogical rationale for Middle School was reviewed.  This is a unique time in a child’s life and the 

goal is to address their needs in a more focused setting and to prepare these children for high school. 

• Staffing and curriculum items for Middle School were reviewed.  The goal is to work closely with John Calvin 

Christian School (JCCS) on implementation so that both schools offer a similar Middle School experience. 

 

An opportunity for questions via the Chat function was given.  A number of questions were asked: 

• What will Middle School administration look like?  There will likely be a Middle School Department Head.  

There will be further discussion on this. 

• What is the total anticipated number of students at CCES next year?  It’s approximately 280-290. 

• The enrollment numbers next year look high – does CCES have the capacity?  Yes, we do.  It’s likely that not 

all of the WOCS students will move to Credo.  There may still be a trend to move farther up the valley before 

next September.  

• Will CCHS facilities be used at aIl for band or tech classes?  Yes, we will use CCHS’ facility for certain items. 

• How will the high school Bible curriculum be impacted?  That will be worked out. 

• Are WOCS parents being communicated with?  Yes, a Middle School presentation was done at the recent 

WOCS membership meeting. 

• Will WOCS and CCES be merged into one school society?  This is being looked into. 

• What will happen to the staff at WOCS?  Some may potentially be hired to work at CCES, or JCCS – we’re 

anticipating some movement. 

• How much money will it cost to upgrade CCES for Middle School/WOCS arrivals?  The special resolution on 

the agenda is asking the membership to authorize expenditure up to $200,000. 

• What is happening with the sale of WOCS?  That will be a discussion item between the two boards. 

• Have we explored using the surplus land between Langley Church and CCHS?  No, we haven’t.  That land is 

owned by Langley Church.  We want the portable to be in close proximity to CCES. 

• Appreciation for the work done by the Board, Middle School Task Force and VWHSIC was expressed. 
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Review of Financial Statements: 

The Chairman gave the floor to board Treasurer Ian Moes who presented the financial statements for the 2019/20 

school year along with the review engagement report from Avisar, and the review report completed by Dave 

Vandeburgt and Oliver Hansma.   The treasurer noted there was a $142,000 surplus last year.  Elma Kuntz was 

thanks for her 26 years of dedicated bookkeeping service.     

A motion to accept the financial statements as presented along with the accountant's review engagement report 

and the reviewers’ report was approved through the Zoom polling feature.  

A motion to approve the reappointment of Avisar as the Society's accountants for the 2019-20 fiscal year was 

approved through the Zoom polling feature. 

 

Approval of Special Resolution: 

The Treasurer Ian Moes introduced the special resolution:  

“Pursuant to Article 10.1, the Board is authorized to spend up to $200,000 in capital expenditures in implementing 

the middle school.”  This amount would be reimbursed by the Valley-Wide Committee in due time.  A special 

resolution needs a 75% majority of the votes cast. 

An opportunity for questions regarding the special motion was given.  A number of questions were asked: 

• What are the components of the $200,000?  The portable is approximately $100,000 and $15,000 for 

renovations.  $200,000 is an upper estimate, but the Board hopes the work can be done for approximately 

$115,000.   

• If the community cannot pay for the new high school in Abbotsford, will Middle School stay at CCES 

indefinitely?  The direction from the membership in 2019 was overwhelmingly to move forward with the 

Valley-Wide Plan.  If this situation arises (ie. not enough funds to build new high school), we will deal with 

it at that time.    

• Has any research been done to see if our community can fund the new high school?  Not yet.  The Valley-

Wide Plan also indicated that the status quo situation also costs money.  The Valley-Wide Plan indicated 

that it was reasonable to go ahead with a new high school. 

• WOCS has reserves – where will they be going? – We will work cooperatively with WOCS on this. 

• Is the portable air-conditioned?  Not sure at this stage. 

The special resolution was approved with 95% support through the Zoom polling feature. 

 

Question Period: 

An opportunity for general questions was provided: 

• How could remote learning affect high school program delivery?  Not sure at this stage. 

 

Thanksgiving Prayer: 

The Chairman gave the floor to Treasurer Ian Moes who led in thanksgiving prayer. 

 

Closing: 

The Chairman closed the meeting and thanked everyone for their virtual attendance. 
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Board Secretary’s Annual Report Keith Broersma

This report was presented at the CCES Annual General 

Membership Meeting, November 4th, 2020. 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

 

It is that time of year again, fall is here, the nights are 

colder and darker and wetter and you are virtually 

attending Credo’s annual Fall membership meeting.  

It is good to gather again, albeit virtually, as a school 

society, to get updates on the various activities 

pertaining to our covenantal Christian school, to 

review the financial statements, and to reflect on, and 

give God thanks for, the school year gone by. 

 

And what a school year it has been!  We thank the 

LORD that Credo has prospered, even in the unusual 

year that has just passed.  Last October I don’t think 

anyone of us would have predicted that in a year’s 

time, terms like “coronavirus”, “epidemiology”, 

“social-distancing”, “sanitizer”, and “Zoom”, would 

have become so familiar to us.  We are very thankful 

that the education of our children continued last 

spring when the pandemic made its arrival in Canada, 

as teachers and parents tag-teamed to provide a 

virtual education in the home.  A big round of kudos 

to our admin staff and teachers for pivoting so quickly 

and adeptly to the new virtual learning environment.  

And another big round of kudos to all the parents, 

who gained a new appreciation for all the work and 

effort that our teachers and EAs regularly do in the 

classroom!!  We look back on last Spring and see 

God’s hand at work in Credo’s nimble response to the 

Covid-19 situation.  The LORD carries His people as He 

always has.  God is good! 

 

We are thankful that this September we could return 

to full-time in-school instruction, and that this year is 

off to a good start.  We hope and pray that the in-

school instruction currently enjoyed will remain with 

us for remainder of this school year.  In all of this we 

are reminded that God holds all things in His hands, 

and this allows us to move forward in confidence and 

good hope. 

 

As we look back on this past year we note the many 

blessings God has provided, especially in the form of 

the students whose boisterous enthusiasm echoes 

down the hallways, the dedicated teachers and 

educational assistants, our vice-principal and 

principal, and front office and library staff.  We would 

like to thank all the teachers and support staff for 

their commitment to teaching God’s ways to our 

covenant children.   

 

We said good-bye to 3 staff members over the last 

year: Jerry Scholtens who retired for the second time, 

Heather Dykstra who moved to Smithers with her 

family, and David Wu who moved across the street to 

Credo High.  We are very thankful for the 

contributions of these 3 teachers.  We also continue 

to keep the Dykstra family in our prayers, as Neil has 

just started an intensive course of chemotherapy. 

 

Partway through last year, when looking at upcoming 

staffing requirements, there was a bit of concern 

around the board table about being able to have staff 

in place for September.  Thankfully the LORD very 

graciously answered prayers, and members of our 

community stepped up to fill the various vacancies.  

We very thankfully welcomed the following to our 

staff: Lisa Vanderven who moved from an EA role into 

a teaching role in Kindergarten, Adrienne 

Hummelman who came to us from Surrey Christian, 

and who is teaching Grade 1, Janet Schouten and 

Evelynn Scheper who are sharing teaching duties for 

Grade 4, and the return of Natasja VanRhee, who is 

sharing Grade 5 teaching duties with Linda 

VanSpronsen.  We also welcomed Lindsay Schouten, 

Jolena Onderwater, Breanne VanWoudenberg and 

Meghan Visscher as EAs.  Let’s continue to promote 

and encourage teaching as a profession within our 

church communities.  Encourage your high school or 

college-aged children to consider teaching as a 

career.  Teaching is a great way to contribute to God’s 

kingdom building work and a very fulfilling vocation! 

 

Credo also benefited from the leadership provided by 

our principal Otto Bouwman, vice-principal Jennifer 
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Onderwater, and Special Ed Department Head, Deb 

Huttema.  We are thankful for our very capable 

administrators and for the leadership they provide on 

a daily basis.  May God continue to supply you all with 

the wisdom and energy you need as you lead Credo. 

 

We are also thankful for the work of our faithful 

bookkeeper, Elma Kuntz, who maintained the front 

office and kept close tabs on the flow of money, 

student records and correspondence to membership 

and parents.  Joining Elma in a part-time capacity was 

Kendra Vandergaag, who capably accomplishes all 

her responsibilities as Administrative Assistant.  Staff 

and students also benefit from Librarian Jackie 

VanOene’s capable library management, along with 

several regular volunteers, for whom we are very 

grateful. 

 

One of the strengths of Credo is the willingness of our 

supporting community to volunteer their time and 

energy in various ways.  Credo Aid held six 

fundraisers, which included the Shop Easy gift card 

program, Glow Coat Check, Neufeld Farms, 

croquetten, Norwex and the Dutch cheese sale, which 

by the way, saw 125 cheese wheels sold – this 

community loves their Dutch cheese!  Credo Aid was 

thrilled to give $5000 towards the Credo High wish list 

and a $16,000 donation to Credo Elementary this year 

- some of which went towards the purchase of our 

own band instruments!   Your fundraising efforts also 

contributed to the purchase of a school tent, dry 

erase boards, heart defibrillator and additional 

microphones for the classroom sound systems.  The 

latest Ralph's and Meridian Meats fundraiser was 

very successful selling over $22,000 of gift cards with 

a profit of almost $7000 for Credo Aid!  Thank you for 

all your support! 

 

Many also volunteered on the various committees 

that support the Board, be it the Education 

Committee, the Membership Committee, the 

Maintenance Committee or the Fundraising 

Committee.  It is impressive when one sees all the 

work that goes on behind the scenes to support the 

more visible parts of the school, ie. the classroom 

teaching.  It is humbling and encouraging to see 

brothers and sisters sacrificially giving of themselves.   

 

The Education Committee, led by Deanna VanDyke, 

has been very active with matters such as class visits, 

staffing discussions and curriculum review.  Deanna’s 

term on the Board has expired, and we thank her for 

her insight, commitment, and hard work over the last 

three years.   

 

The Finance Committee, led by Ian Moes, with the 

assistance of Roger Aikema, has managed many 

important tasks, such as participating in the Salary 

Review Committee, producing budgets and financial 

statements, and guiding the school through various 

Covid-related financial items.  We can see yet again 

that God has graciously provided for our school with 

the ability to meet our financial obligations, and even 

generate a modest surplus. 

 

The Membership Committee, led by Roger Aikema, 

continued to engage with the membership in various 

ways.  The Membership Committee is also keen to 

explore new ways to ensure our broader church 

community is engaged with supporting Reformed 

education.   

 

The Maintenance Committee, led by Brad VanOene, 

continued to maintain and support our building 

infrastructure and property.  Much work again was 

completed over the summer – including the Work Bee 

which had a great turnout – but also through the rest 

of the year.  It’s a blessing to see the school looking 

so good inside and out.  In addition to Brad’s 

responsibilities on the Maintenance Committee, he 

also led the IT Committee, which keeps the IT 

infrastructure in the school running, and upgrades 

when funds are available.  

 

Richard Welfing has been kept very busy as the Credo 

liaison on the Valley Wide High School 

Implementation Committee, which he also chairs.  

This is a very large body of work and Richard’s 
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dedication and substantial time commitment are 

much appreciated.  Let’s remember to keep the 

Valley Wide Committee, and the sub-committees, in 

our prayers as our community tackles this large 

project.  

 

In addition to our administrators, school leadership 

also lies with the Board of Directors.  Last October, 

Ron Scheper and Will VanOene retired from the 

Board.  The membership elected Brad VanOene, Paul 

Sikma and myself.  Regular board meetings included 

reports from the principal and chairman regarding 

their ongoing work as well as the review of work from 

all of the Board committees.   

 

Alongside the regular Board meetings, our Board also 

met with the Boards of John Calvin, William of 

Orange, Cornerstone and Credo High at the biannual 

Combined Boards meeting.  We also met twice as the 

Legal Authority for Credo Christian Schools, which 

includes Credo High School.   

 

The Board has also had various discussions with the 

William of Orange Board.  Last week Wednesday, at 

the William of Orange AGM, their membership voted 

to “work toward shutting down school operations 

after the end of the current school year, and to work 

with Credo throughout this year to enable a smooth 

transition of students and memberships to Credo.”  

We recognize the enormity of this decision for the 

William of Orange community, and also the impact on 

CCES.  There are many details to be worked out as we 

work through this change, and more information will 

be provided tonight, in the Valley-Wide and Middle 

School update.    

 

For all of us on the Board, we consider it a privilege to 

serve.  This school is a gift from the Lord, and we 

should always remember not to take it for granted.  

We welcome the new Board members who will be 

elected tonight to carry on with school governance.  

We are grateful for everyone who let their names 

stand tonight.  The new school year is well underway.  

As we move forward as a community, let us do all 

things together in love and harmony, trusting our 

Heavenly Father in all things.  

 

Credo Aid Update 
Welcome to December!  No snow days yet 🙂 

Since September, the Credo Aid team has 

organized 4 fundraisers and with all the 

community support we have raised over 

$11,000 for our schools!  This gives us a great 

start to meeting our budget.  Our newest team 

member Marilyn Mostert who jumped in and 

managed the Croquette fundraiser which 

profited $3450!  As much as we missed the 

hardworking Credo Croquette Team and 

production days this time, we're thankful we 

could still supply your freezers with tasty treats.   

 

The Purdy's chocolatier profits were $643 and 

we appreciate Ang and Shelley managing this 

one last time.   

 

In October, the kids (and staff) enjoyed a free 

pizza lunch and we hope these occasional 

special lunches can continue safely into the 

new year.   

 

As we approach the end of the unsettled year 

2020, we thank God for his providence over our 

school community and pray for His guidance 

and peace in the days ahead.    

 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7 

 

Merry Christmas & a Blessed 2021!  

From Credo Aid 
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Short Reports of Board Meetings 

 
Short Report of the October 7, 2020 Meeting of the  

Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary School 

 

• Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul 

Sikma, opened the meeting by reading from 

Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the Directors 

and Principal Otto Bouwman to the meeting. 

 

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular 

board meeting was approved. 

 

• Minutes and Short Report: The Short Report 

from the Special Board Meeting held July 11/20, 

and the Minutes and Short Report of the Regular 

Board Meeting held September 14/20 were 

approved.   

 

• Principal’s Report: Otto Bouwman presented the 

Principal’s Report.  Otto reported on a positive 

visit (via Zoom) on October 5 from the 

Independent Schools Branch inspector.   

 

 

• Chairman’s Report: Paul Sikma reported on his 

activities as chairman.   

 

• General Business:   

o Planning for the October 28 Membership 

meeting is underway.  The meeting will be an 

in-person meeting held at Langley church.  

Presentations on the Heritage Foundation 

and Middle School implementation are 

anticipated, along the election of 2 new 

Board members, approval of the Financial 

Statements and the secretary’s Annual 

Report. 

o A routine Principal Evaluation is to be 

conducted; a sub-group of the Board is tasked 

with completing the Evaluation, with a report 

due at the November Board meeting.   

 

• Valley-wide Implementation Committee: The 

Board is supportive of implementing Middle 

School in September 2021 as per the 

recommendation.  The Board hopes there will be 

information ready for distribution in advance of 

the October Membership meeting, with a focus 

on the Middle School component.  The 

Committee will be looking for new 

representatives from JCS and WOCS to replace 

retiring members.   

 

• Finance Committee: The finalized Financial 

Statement was reviewed by the Board and will be 

presented to the membership at the October 28 

Membership meeting.  Adjustments to the 

school’s insurance policy are discussed and the 

policy will be revised to more accurately reflect 

school replacement costs. 

 

• Fundraising Committee: The golf tournament is 

tentatively scheduled for June 2021 and the 

Committee is looking for a new golf tournament 

chairperson.   

 

• Membership Committee: Mike Rolleman of the 

JCS membership committee gave a much-

appreciated presentation on JCS’s efforts to 

increase their membership base and to have the 

supporting community more engaged with the 

school.  It is anticipated that the CCES 

Membership Committee will incorporate some of 

the strategies implemented by JCS.  

 

• Education Committee: The Board appointed 

Garrett Vane to serve as a new member on this 

Committee.  The Committee provided a positive 

assessment on the proposed changes to the 

school’s reporting protocols about student 

performance.   

 

• Maintenance Committee: The Board will ask the 

membership for a motion at the October 

Membership meeting to approve expenditure up 

to $200,000 to cover the proposed portable and 
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other related costs.  The expectation is that this 

will be refunded from VWHSIC funds in due time. 

• CCSTA (Transportation Committee): Policy 08-

12, which states that families living within 3 km of 

the school may not use the bus, was discussed.  It 

is noted that this policy has not been consistently 

applied in recent years.  CCES is the only CCSTA 

school with this policy.   To aid in the decision-

making process, families who live within 3km of 

the school were contacted in September to 

determine likely ridership.  After some discussion, 

the Board amended Policy 08-12 to allow 

students living within 3km of the school to use the 

bus.   

 

• Next Meetings / Events:  The next regular Board 

meeting is planned for November 9, 2020. 

 

• Closing: Brad VanOene offered a prayer of 

thanksgiving.  Paul Sikma closed the meeting and 

thanked all for coming 

 

 

∞ 
 

 

Short Report of the October 27, 2020 Special “Zoom” Meeting of the  

Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary School 

 

• Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul 

Sikma, opened the meeting by reading from 

Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the Directors 

and Principal Otto Bouwman and Vice-Principal 

Jennifer Onderwater to the meeting. The special 

meeting was called to discuss Middle School 

implementation, William of Orange transfer 

impacts and the Membership meeting format. 

 

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the special 

board meeting was approved. 

 

• William of Orange/Middle School Discussion:  

o WOCS is holding their membership meeting 

on October 28, with a motion from their 

Board to close WOCS at the end of this school 

year, and to work with CCES to transfer 

students to CCES for next September.   

o A proposed Middle School Powerpoint 

presentation was reviewed.  Reasons for 

implementing a Middle School will be 

articulated, along with anticipated class sizes 

and classroom capacity.  The plan is to have 

the Middle School at CCES, as per the original 

Valley-Wide Plan.  Jennifer Onderwater will 

present the Powerpoint at the Membership 

meeting. 

o A written Middle School report from Valley 

Wide High School Implementation 

Committee (VWHSIC) to the membership is 

expected to be released soon.   

 

• October 28 Membership Meeting Venue/Format  

o In anticipation that CCES will not be able to 

use Langley Church tomorrow night as 

planned for the membership meeting, it is 

decided to postpone the meeting by one 

week, to November 4, and to make the 

meeting a virtual Zoom meeting.  This change 

will be communicated to the membership 

tomorrow morning. 

 

• Next Meetings:  The next regular Board meeting 

is planned for November 9, 2020. 

 

• Closing: Paul Sikma offered a prayer of 

thanksgiving.  Paul Sikma closed the meeting and 

thanked all for coming.

 



I graduated from Credo in ‘95 and married my highschool sweetheart a few years later. Jason and I
have been blessed with 6 kids and now have added to that a son-in-law, Jamie, and a beautiful grand
baby, Emery. Michaela and Zachary have graduated from Credo high and we have 4 still at school,
Autumn (gr12), Everett (gr 10), Savanna (gr 8) and Marshall (gr 7).

Before we had our babies, I was very busy in many different jobs; managing several retail stores. A few
of our children need extra help so through the years I have worked at understanding and educating
myself on strategies and therapies that can help. When our youngest went to kindergarten I started
working at Bethesda, it was a perfect fit for me! While working at Bethesda I received training to work
with people of various abilities, including specialized training to support challenging behaviour, autism
and schizophrenia. I was blessed to work there for 5 years, the last 2 years managing the home where
I helped to support two wonderful men.

In 2013 we moved to the Mt Lehman area, sent our kids to Credo Elementary and I started
volunteering in grade 1. I love the atmosphere and camaraderie of all the staff at Credo so when a
position became available several years 
ago I jumped at the  opportunity! 
Working with children and learning 
all that I can do to help them 
become successful is beyond 
rewarding and I am very grateful 
for the opportunity to use my 
knowledge and life experience 
to help others.

MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
L I S A  D E V R I E S

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE 
THINGS
I enjoy reading, renovating,
repurposing, watching our
grand baby grow and our kids
play sports. My life is very full
and I feel truly blessed! 
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MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
K I M  G R O E N

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

Hello everyone! I'm Kim and I'm currently an EA in the grade 7 classroom here at Credo. After
graduating from Credo High in June 2015, I went straight to MTI Community College in July
2015 to obtain my diploma in Special Education. While completing my postsecondary
education I worked as a Behavior Interventionist for children with Autism. After graduating
from my program I was employed at Surrey Christian School where I worked for two years.
During that time I got married to my amazing husband Bryan. We have been married for
three years now and together we have two children, Rylan (age 2) and Marcus (born still, July
2020). We are very excited to announce that we are expecting baby number 3 this spring! DV.
This is my second year at Credo Elementary and I am loving it!

Aside from spending time with my 
family whom I love and adore, I enjoy 
going for walks, playing games with 
friends, and DIY Projects. I love a hot 
cup of tea and all things chocolate. 
I love working with kids of all ages and 
really enjoy working at a Christian 
School where I am able to witness 
growth not only academically but also 
in students' love for the Lord. Credo 
has been an amazing place to work and
I will miss everyone, staff and students,
as I go on maternity leave later this 
school year. I’ll make sure to stop by 
and bring the baby to visit!
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MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
Y O L A N D A  H O O G S T R A

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

After graduating from high school many years ago, I attended University of the Fraser Valley
and obtained a Social Services diploma.  During my employment in the social services field, I
married Geoff and continued to work until we were blessed with our first child, a daughter.  I
spent the next bunch of years being a stay-at-home mom to our five children and helping
Geoff as he started his own business.  Several years ago a few friends encouraged me to apply
for one of the Educational Assistant positions at the school and I have enjoyed my part time
role here ever since. I find much joy in my supportive role where I work primarily in the
intermediate grades and I thank God for leading me here.

Unabashedly, my favorite things are not things, but people.  My family ranks as my greatest
joy, especially when they sing and laugh.  I love flowers and baking.  I enjoy puzzling in the
winter months and have recently started hiking again.  I also enjoy writing and sharing time
with people.  My home is always open and friends are always welcome!
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MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
K I M  M E I N T S

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

It would appear that God had different plans than I did for the school year when I was
brought into Credo to help rather than staying home each day with my youngest. 

This year I am working through a specialized learning program with a couple of students in
Grade 2. I completed my SETA certificate back in 2010 and worked at Credo for 2 and a half
years before full-time “Mom-ing” it with my three kids. I have been married for nine years to
Shawn, who teaches at CCHS. Michael is in Gr. 2, Zeke is in Gr. 1 and Kaylyn is 3 years old.  

We are an active family and like to be out doing many different things like soccer, basketball
and baseball, or quadding at my Uncle and Aunt’s 'Black Diamond Ranch'. You can also find
me cozied up on the couch with a book or reading to my kids.

I really enjoy being active in competitive sports, mostly volleyball and soccer. I also enjoy
being creative with home crafts and décor and doing games or crafts with my kiddos. Coffee,
baking and the colour green, every day. One of my most favourite things is when my kids act
on the goodness of their hearts: sharing and doing kind things with friends and family,
proclaiming their love for Jesus and learning to read.
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MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
K A T E L Y N  M O S T E R T

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

What a blessing it is to work at Credo Christian Elementary School!

When I graduated high school, I knew that I wanted to work within the education setting. So, I
went to Kwantlen for my Special Education Teacher Assistant Certificate and I am currently in
my 8th year working at Credo as an EA. This year, however, looks a bit different for me as I am
working part-time for the first time. With encouragement from staff at Credo and my friends
and family, I am continuing my studies with plans to become an elementary school teacher. I
am pursuing these studies at Simon Fraser University and am finishing up my second
semester. I enjoy working with God’s covenant children, seeing them grow as individuals in
knowledge and love of our Lord and Saviour. 
 
I am an Aunt to 4 handsome nephews and 2 beautiful nieces. I love spending as much time as
I can with them, whether that is playing with 3 of my nephews in Langley or flying to Winnipeg
to enjoy time with my 
nephew and nieces there.

I enjoy photography and am always looking at
God’s beautiful creation, wondering how I can
possibly capture it through the camera’s lens. I
try to spend as much time outside in God’s
creation, whether that is going for walks
around the Fraser Valley or going on road trips
throughout Canada and the United States.
Playing games with family and friends is one of
my favourite ways to spend evenings and
weekends.
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Hi everyone! My name is Jolena Onderwater. This year is my first year working as an EA and I
am loving it so far! Credo Elementary has a great community and it is one I’m proud to be a
part of.

I graduated high school in 2016 and have since been completing my Bachelor of Arts degree at
the University of the Fraser Valley with an English Major and Psychology extended Minor. I
enjoy classic literature and analysis, so I’ve really appreciated my time in post-secondary so far.
If all goes well, I should be done with my degree before the new year! With this degree, I’m
hoping to eventually apply to PDP and become a teacher (following in my mother’s footsteps).

I recently became engaged to Bradyn Van Wijk this past summer so wedding planning is
another thing I’ve been busy with!

MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
J O L E N A  O N D E R W A T E R

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
Some of my favourite things include thrifting (almost every clothing item I own is second-hand),
doing puzzles, writing, reading, and spending time with close friends & family. My sister and I also
really enjoy discovering new music together (something we’re both very passionate about) and
watching a variety of movies and discussing them. I love local adventures with my favourite people
or with my dog, River.
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Hello fellow “Credoites”.  My name is Wilma Santema.  
I’m currently enjoying my 8th year at Credo Elementary 
and greatly enjoying the challenges and opportunities
presented every day/year. During the past eight years, 
it’s been a great blessing to assist most teachers at 
Credo, specifically students with mental, social or 
physical challenges. Presently, I’m stationed in 
Kindergarten with Leslie Scholtens and love to learn 
about the goals and expectations through student 
work and play and also through various assessments 
done on a regular basis. Also “hats off” to all the 
teachers and fellow EAs for their constant love and 
support in the challenging situations encountered with 
our special needs covenant children. A team approach 
is such a blessing!

After High School and nurses training, I worked as an 
R.N. in Chilliwack B.C. and at McMaster University 
Hospital in Pediatrics. I began working as an EA
many years ago, in various schools across Canada. I thoroughly enjoy the Credo staff and
community.  The love and support for each other is heartfelt and greatly appreciated.

MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
W I L M A  S A N T E M A

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
My husband Ron and I live in Abbotsford and especially enjoy our 7 children and 22
grandchildren. Although we’d love to have some of our children/grandchildren closer by, we
remain thankful that they all live within 1200 km. (Edmonton and Smithers). This summer we
enjoyed the great outdoors with our motor home and explored the many campgrounds and
beautiful sights in AB and B.C. We also enjoy exploring God’s creation in other parts of the
world too! We greatly appreciate our family and friends and remain involved in various roles in
our own church community.
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Hello everyone! I’m Lindsay Schouten and I work as an EA in the Grade 6 class and after many
years, I am excited to be back in a classroom.

In 2001, I graduated from the University of Manitoba with my Bachelor of Science. Shortly after
I found myself in various teaching positions. I have worked as an educator for a nature reserve,
a tour guide at the Greater Vancouver Zoo, an EA at John Calvin school and as an ECE (early
childcare educator) at a daycare. I’ve always enjoyed being in a teaching environment and I
have a passion for learning and helping others thrive. After a long break from working, I
decided to update my credentials and in the spring of 2020 I completed a program and
received my Educational Assistant certificate. 

I was born and raised on the east coast, spent my teenage years on the prairies, but after 19
years of living on the west coast, I am proud to say this is where I call home. I have been
married to my husband Chris for 18 years and together we run a small excavating business.
Along the way, we have been blessed with 4 children: Anna (14), Lucas (12), Jacob (9), and Jesse
(5). We currently live in Cloverdale on a large property where in our spare time we pretend to
be farmers with our ever growing hobby farm.

MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
L I N D S A Y  S C H O U T E N

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
I am a big lover of the outdoors and all that God’s 
creation has to offer. In my free time, you can find 
me running on trails, biking, hiking or kayaking. 
I’m constantly changing and discovering new 
hobbies. I’ve dabbled in photography, jewelry 
making, crafts, gardening, and while I haven’t 
excelled in any of them, I still enjoy the challenge 
and process of learning.  I love travelling and 
exploring new places and in my quiet moments, 
curling up with a good book.
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After years of other adventures and callings, this year brings me into the halls and classrooms
of Credo as an EA!

I have been married to Paul for 21 years.  In that time, the Lord has given us the blessed task of
raising 6 of His children.  Ethan & Eric are graduated, Kasen & Tyler attend CCHS and Bruce &
Shayla attend CCES. My home is never quiet and is sometimes tidy, but it’s full of love and
laughter.

With five boys that are involved in many sports, a love of all sports myself and a love for
children, I found myself entering the teaching world.  I am in my third year of teaching PE for
grades K-12 for Traditional Learning Academy and I love it!

This year I am excited to have the opportunity to work with students at CCES as well!

MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
S H E L L E Y  S I K M A

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
While I enjoy many fun activities during the school year, my happy months are the summer
months! I rejoice when we pass the shortest day of the year and the promise of longer days
begins again.  Summer brings all my favourite things; camping, outdoor adventures, bbq’s, lazy
summer evenings, days at the lake, walks at the beach.
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MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
J A C  S P O O R

ABOUT ME & MY FAVOURITE THINGS
I grew up on a farm just outside of Orangeville, ON.  After high school my plan was to become a nurse so I left
home for Hamilton to study nursing for 1 year before moving on to being trained as an Educational Assistant.
After graduating, I applied at Christian schools all across our beautiful country. This led me to the biggest move in
my life, and the journey I decided to jump head first into without taking too much time to think about what I was
doing. I booked a ticket to BC to visit a friend at Christmas but ended up staying!  My first job here was driving a
tractor at a wholesale nursery in Abbotsford, where I was introduced to a whole new kind of winter.  No snow, a
little bit of rain, a lot of sun and those amazing mountain views that I couldn’t get enough of.  I was hired the next
spring by CCES to begin my first real adventure of working with so many amazing children who have come into
my life!  I can’t begin to explain how wonderful, and that word doesn’t do it justice, my job was and still is.  I love
working at Credo. Obviously, it’s a great place to work at, because I keep coming back year after year after year. I
worked during the school months, travelled back and forth to visit my family in the summers and over the many
years have met lots of fun people who have become my family away from family.  

It was a few years later that I took a special someone to church with me where we sat in the front row so
everyone could see who Miss Jonker was spending so much of her time with.  Dave popped into my life, stole my
heart and 22 years later here we are.  Sometimes I help Dave in his company, Distinctive Floral Wholesale but
mostly he does all the work.  If you haven’t had the chance to check us out at our Christmas Open House stop on
by sometime, apparently the Christmas décor is almost as good as the baking.  

We have 3 fun, crazy and very different-from-each-other kids.  Jake in his 3rd year at BCIT for Civil Engineering,
Nicole in her 1st year at Trinity Western for Nursing and Matthew in Grade 12 at CCHS with plans after grad to
pursue a career in Trades.  Life is never dull at our house especially now with university happening at home and
3 kids with busy lives.  I love spending time having adventures with Dave and our kids.  We love to ski/snowboard,
camp and play games.  We may be slightly 
competitive but you can join us if you dare.  I love 
cooking, making desserts and eating them, and 
playing sports like volleyball, baseball and soccer. 
I like art and being creative but most of all I just 
love to visit!  So, if you’re in the neighborhood, 
pop on in for a delicious fancy coffee that’s only 
complete in a pottery mug.  But first check the 
back yard because I’ll likely already be enjoying 
one on the back deck bundled in a blanket if it’s
cold or basking in the sun if it’s out.
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Hello, I’m Joy Van Vliet and I’ve been working at CCES part time for the last 3 years. I love being
at school.  There is always such a positive energy here and the students make me smile several
times every day.  I took my Special Education Teacher’s Assistant training from Kwantlen the
first year the program came out!  And finally, after raising my own children and using what I
learned there, I am now able to use it in the classroom as well. 

Our oldest daughter Tonisha is married to Jared Flokstra and they are expecting their first
baby. Albany has also moved out and lives with a couple good friends and works as a Civil Tech
with a firm in Abbotsford that services sites throughout the Fraser Valley. Corday and Genoa
are students at Credo High in gr 12 and 10. Teagan (our bonus baby boy) is in Gr 2 and enjoys
having his Mom helping in his classroom. Tyler spends his days helping people out as a Realtor.
He is also serving on the board at CCHS as Treasurer and enjoys coaching Teagan’s soccer
team several times a week.

MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
J O Y  V A N V L I E T

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
For fun – we love to ride our bikes.  Spending time outside, whether it is doing yard work,
gardening, walking, playing or even just reading in the backyard are some of my favourite
activities.  I also love to spend time with my family, Mom, sisters, and sisters of the heart.
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Hi there! This is my first year at Credo Elementary, and my first year as an Education Assistant.
It’s been a blast so far! I can safely say that in my experience, Grade 5 is the best.
Through all my activities with people of all ages and abilities, I’ve realized more and more how
precious and unique each of God’s children are. In April, I completed my Community Support
Worker Certificate at UFV, giving me some background in assisting people with disabilities. I am
continuing my studies at UFV to obtain my Bachelor of Integrated Studies and my BEd. I hope
to be a teacher in the next few years! I’m also employed part time at Bethesda as a Support
Worker.

MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
B R E A N N E  V A N W O U D E N B E R G

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
Crafting and creating new treasures from old things is one of my favourite hobbies. If there’s
anything DIY, I’m in! Outdoor activities like camping, snowboarding/skiing, body surfing and
snorkeling are some of my favourite ways of enjoying God’s creation. I also love music, singing,
dancing and experiencing new cultures and places. I’ve travelled across the world and hope to
one day set foot on every continent!
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I completed a year-long hairdressing program before deciding I wanted to go back to university
and pursue a career in teaching. I am currently working on my Bachelor of Integrated Studies
with a focus on Visual Arts and History. After I have completed my bachelor’s I will be applying
to the Education Program. When I started University again, I really wanted to gain more
experience in teaching. I thought working at Credo was a great idea to gain the practice I
wanted! I am now an educational assistant in Grade 5 and it has been an amazing experience.

MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
M E G H A N  V I S S C H E R

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
One of my favourite things to do is travel and explore God’s creation! I’m often walking around
my neighbourhood, clearing my mind and/or procrastinating on homework. I also enjoy
reading, thrift store shopping, and drinking lots of coffee. Most of all, I love spending time with
family and friends.
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Hello, my name is Alice! I was born in Taiwan but spent most of my childhood years in China
until our family moved here in grade four. I attended Credo for my elementary and high school
years. Currently, I am pursuing my Bachelor of Ed at Trinity Western University with minors in
Special Education and TESOL (Teaching English as a Second Language). I am presently in my
fourth year, with one more year of PYP until I am a certified teacher! In my second year at TWU,
I applied and got accepted to be an EA at Credo. Throughout the past few years of working at
Credo, I had the privilege of learning from many great teachers and seeing all that I have
learned at TWU put into action by these teachers! Working at Credo has further helped me
confirm that guiding and supporting students in their learning is God's calling for me. I look
forward to having a classroom of my own and show them how fun and exciting learning can
be! 

Other than working at Credo, I am also working 
at TWU's Writing Centre. There, I help and guide 
students in their writing processes. Additionally, 
I do one-on-one English tutoring for elementary 
school-aged kids. It has been so fun and 
rewarding to be able to help others see how 
beautiful English is.

MEET THE
EDUCATIONAL

ASSISTANT
A L I C E  W U

ABOUT ME

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
A few of my favourite things include traveling, 
baking, and getting lost in books, movies, and 
shows. I am also an avid dog lover, and you will 
often find me walking my dog, taking pictures 
of my dog, or cuddling with my dog.
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