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From the Chairman Paul Sikma 

 
It is time for another report to you all on how things 

are going at CCES. Yes, COVID is still around and 

seems to interfere with everything.   I know we’re all 

getting extremely tired of this, but I urge you all to 

look at the good things that we can still enjoy.   One 

of the things we can enjoy is that our school is able to 

run in person.   Please pray that this can continue and 

that our staff and students receive the necessary 

strength and endurance to continue in the midst of 

trying circumstances.   We welcome Spring Break as it 

will hopefully provide a much-needed recharge.   

 

Updates: 

We continue to have discussions with WOCS and are 

moving forward with plans for their wind down this 

summer.   Their membership has already started with 

their requests for this coming September enrollment.   

 

Middle school curriculum preparations are under 

way.  Organization of portables and classroom 

changes are in the works as well.  As we have been 

discussing the plans for classroom layouts, we 

recognize that some renovations are in order on the 

interior of the school.  

 

Recently we renovated the classrooms in the west 

wing of the school.  This really cleaned up the 

classroom layout and made them much “leaner”.  We 

reduced the footprint of the storage spaces without 

sacrificing any storage and that allowed for additional 

seating.       

 

We plan to transform the current SpEd room into a 

regular classroom and lay it out the same as the west 

wing classroom renovations.   The SpEd room will 

then be moved to the current library which would be 

renovated to facilitate the SpEd office and support 

rooms.   This creates a much better configuration of 

classroom layouts through the school, allowing the 

5th grade class to be nearer to the other Elementary 

classes in the east wing.  The Middle school grades (6-

8) will be in the west wing.  We have already lined up 

a contractor to begin work as soon as school ends 

with the goal of having the renovations completed by 

end of summer.  This plan of course comes with 

financial considerations and we are thankful to 

announce that the Shop Easy program from Credo Aid 

has agreed to contribute the budgeted amount of the 

renovations.   

 

Credo Aid Shop Easy Program 

We are incredibly grateful to the Shop Easy program 

and I would like to highlight what they are able to do 

for us a community.   These dedicated ladies organize 

a program where people can buy gift cards for various 

businesses and a certain percentage of those 

purchases gets returned right back to our school.   

This is a very simple way for us to raise funds for our 

school.   The money raised comes to us from the 

stores whom you purchase gift cards from and not out 

of your own pocket!  We are astounded that they are 

able to offer $75,000 towards the cost of the 

renovations planned for this summer.  That’s very 

exciting.  Thank you very much, Credo Aid!   Please 

support this program because it can do some amazing 

things for our school.   If you buy through them, we 

can continue to do necessary purchases or projects 

that don’t have to impact our budget.  For more 

information on how you can support this fundraising 

program, please contact Caroline Visscher. 

 

Board/Staff visits: 

Recently the Board met with the staff at Credo and 

we are always glad when we get to interact with 

them.   It’s very encouraging to hear about their love 

of teaching and their love of the students.  We have a 

great team of teachers here and they really strive to 

work together to provide an excellent school 

environment.   Thank you, teachers, and support 

staff, for all you do.  On behalf of the Board and 

parents, we thank you for everything you do. 
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From the Principal Otto Bouwman 

 

Even though I’ve already spent a third of my life in the 

Pacific Northwest region, every year the transition 

from winter to spring brings joy. What rivals the sight 

of spring blooms and blossoms?  What sounds give 

clearer confirmation that spring has arrived than 

those of the red-winged blackbirds? What rivals the 

smell of the season’s first fresh-cut grass? And those 

warm rays of the sun at this time of year feel so good 

again. These things call to mind the faithfulness of our 

Father: “Summer and winter and springtime and 

harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great 

faithfulness, mercy, and love. Great is thy 

faithfulness!”  

 

We’ve experienced God’s faithfulness in recent 

months. Despite the difficult restrictions on weekly 

worship each Sunday, we’ve been able here in school 

to freely read Scriptures every day, to pray, to sing, 

and to rejoice together as God’s children. Despite 

COVID concerns and realities, God has protected us 

from serious illness. Despite the dangers on the 

roads, our buses and other vehicles arrived safely at 

school every day. Despite the financial concerns that 

we had at the beginning of our COVID journey, we 

continue to be blessed with the necessary finances 

for continued operations. Despite the weaknesses of 

administration and the rest of the staff, the school 

operates quite smoothly. All in all: though life is 

unusual, though there are times that life is hard, 

though fig trees may not blossom, though olives 

might be a failure, though there might be neither 

flock nor herd in the stable, “yet I will sing and 

worship, rejoicing in the Lord.” 

 

Special Activities  

A glance backwards is a good way to count the 

blessings we have received. Remember the Edu-Deo 

fundraiser last month, in which we had hoped to raise 

$1000? Almost $5000 was sent to this worthwhile 

organization. Well done, everyone!  

 

Each year we have a Reading Week to emphasize the 

importance of reading. This year students again 

enthusiastically participated: they read books, they 

guessed book titles, they wrote stories, they created 

bookmarks, they developed comics, and they voted 

for favorites. Thank you, teachers and librarians, for 

inspiring our students to develop their reading and 

writing abilities. 

 

At a recent Professional Development day the staff 

listened to Kevin Hoogstad – from the Hamilton area 

– speak about mental health. He presented on Zoom 

to all BC staffs (as well as Lynden’s Cornerstone). Each 

staff could discuss topics that he raised in their own 

setting. It was an excellent morning. He legitimized 

discussions surrounding mental health, and spent a 

lot of time exploring what mental burnout (or 

brownout) looks like. Most of us could identify with 

much of what he said; he knew his audience well. 

Staff members were grateful for the opportunity to 

focus on this topic for a morning. 

 

The 6th grade class each year puts on some kind of 

dramatic production. Typically, that’s one of the 

highlights of the year, as the teachers involved, along 

with the students, invest a great deal of time and 

effort into this activity. This year’s production had to 

be done differently than usual, so this time parents 

and others can watch Twinderella from the comfort 

of your living room chairs. As was posted on our 

school’s Facebook page:    

Join us for a riveting performance of 

Twinderella – a spoof on a popular fairy tale – 

with a click of your mouse. A cast of 

enthusiastic CCES 6th grade students, under 

the direction of the inspirational Ms Krikke 

and with assistance of the talented Mrs. B, is 

eager to share the results of their hard work. 

The characters in this musical will make you 

smile, gasp, and laugh aloud. Watch as the 

step-members of the family make life 

interesting for each other.  

So find some popcorn, sit back, and enjoy the 

show! (https://youtu.be/plqJmAPFv4g) 

 

 

https://youtu.be/plqJmAPFv4g
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Middle School  

An initial meeting took place in late January, involving 

the teachers who will be working in those grades at 

CCES and JCCS next year. It was evident that, though 

there was lots of commonality in terms of big picture, 

local nuances would be evident, so the two middle 

schools won’t be identical. Discussions had their 

starting point in the Middle School report, which had 

been released last fall. In February a second meeting 

took place involving all the full-time middle school 

staff to be teaching here next year. At that meeting 

the general character of the CCES middle school was 

more clearly determined.   

 

Brainstorming took place regarding the 

establishment of a unique MS culture. There is a 

desire to create leadership / discipleship / service 

opportunities both inside and outside of the school. 

The regular school assemblies and school programs 

can be excellent opportunities for middle school 

students to engage in leadership roles. The staff will 

be seeking field trip opportunities – either with just 

one middle school grade or else with all middle school 

students – to work on group challenges and team 

building activities. If you have some suggestions in 

this regard, please feel free to share them with me or 

another staff member involved. 

 

It’s still a little early to say anything specifically about 

teaching assignments, since we still have one or two 

unknowns with regards to specifics. It’s also a bit early 

to say much about details regarding curriculum. 

Somewhat related, though: time allocations for 

different subjects need to be reviewed, since those 

time allocations typically change substantially when 

students transition from elementary to the high 

school. We will take the opportunity to make the MS 

a more deliberately incremental step between 

elementary and high school when it comes to those 

time allocations. One of the consequences of that is 

that some curriculum outcomes need to be moved 

from one subject to another. 

 

Shortly after spring break the next meeting is 

planned, which will again include teachers from both 

(next year’s) JCCS and CCES staff members. As the 

initial discussions looked more broadly at “big 

picture” and extracurricular areas, the next step will 

be to carefully go through the curricular 

competencies as the students progress from one 

grade to the next.  

 

Areas of the curriculum not covered by the provincial 

Ministry of Education will receive special attention. 

I’m thankful for the work that is being done by the 

Education Committee in terms of curriculum review; 

this year the committee is focusing on church history. 

I’m also thankful for the opportunities for interaction 

with JCCS and CCHS; ideally our schools will be aligned 

in these areas so that there is logical progress from 

grade to grade. 

 

It’s become clear that the topic of athletic activities 

will require substantial attention. Our 6th and 7th 

grade students already are usually involved in a 

variety of athletic opportunities, including not only 

other Can Ref schools, but also a variety of others. In 

8th grade students are exposed to a more formal level 

of competition, which in turn helps to prepare them 

for the rest of the sports program at the high school. 

Next year in our middle schools we hope to give our 

8th graders similar opportunities as they would have 

received had they gone to CCHS; we’re thankful our 

campus is just across the road! Needless to say, 

substantial coordination will be required when it 

comes to organizing athletic activities for the three 

different grades next year.  

 

We are thankful that the arrival of students from 

WOCS will be accompanied by some IT equipment. 

Among other items, Chromebooks, recharging 

stations, and a robust wifi system will be essential. As 

the world of education continues to change, the 

importance of providing opportunities for students to 

become technologically literate seems ever to 

increase. We’re thankful to have an IT expert on staff 

to help ensure that the hardware and software is 

consistently operational. 

 

Administration  

During the past while there have been a number of 

big-picture items which required deliberate 

attention. With the increased student population, we 

will need to maximize all the classroom space we can. 
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Thankfully, plans are being put into place for 

classroom renovations this summer. Thank you, Shop 

Easy! 

 

We also look forward to welcoming WOCS students 

and their families to our Credo community. 

Thankfully, we have a membership committee which 

takes care of processing the applications for 

membership. 

 

Spencer Pruim has been a welcome addition as an EA 

during the past few months. Prior to that he 

volunteered in a few classrooms. It’s nice to have a 

number of EAs who are working on becoming 

certified teachers. Congratulations to one of those – 

Alice Wu – for recently having been accepted into the 

PDP program for next year at TWU. Good for you! And 

this week we say farewell to Kim Groen, who will 

begin maternity leave after this week. Kim: we 

appreciate the contributions you gave in the 

classroom and pray for the safe delivery of your little 

child in due time. 

 

Elsewhere in this Branches, readers will notice an ad 

for a teaching position for next year. A while ago we 

learned that one of our K teachers – Mrs. Vanderven 

– will be moving to Australia this summer and so will 

not be able to continue in her role next year. Though 

it’s likely we’ll have just one K class next year, because 

we’ll have split grades in the primary grades (Grades 

1 & 3) we still need an additional teacher. So if you 

have some connections, please encourage them to 

contact me. 

 

Farewell to the Steve and Audrey Leyenhorst family. 

Cason and Silas: enjoy further learning opportunities 

at Tyndale Christian School. Thank you, Leyenhorsts, 

for the support and encouragement you have given 

while at Credo; we wish you the Lord’s blessing as you 

make the Calgary area your home (again). 

 

I’ve done my best to not put emphasis in this column 

on that all-consuming topic that receives constant 

attention day after day. That’s also how we try to live 

and enjoy life at CCES – to the extent that we can. For 

the next few weeks, everyone will have opportunity 

to enjoy time away from the regular classroom 

routines. Enjoy your spring break! I look forward to 

welcoming everyone back again in on March 29. 
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Short Reports of Board Meetings 
 

Short Report of the January 11, 2021 Meeting of the  

Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary School 

 

• Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul 

Sikma, opened the meeting by reading from 

Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the Directors 

and Principal Otto Bouwman to the meeting. 

 

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular 

board meeting was approved. 

 

• Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and 

Short Report of the December 14, 2020 Board 

meeting were adopted.  

 

• Principal’s Report: Otto Bouwman presented the 

Principal’s Report for January 2021.  O. Bouwman 

shared that there was a case of COVID-19 at the 

school.  The situation is being monitored and 

coordinated with Fraser Health.  September 2021 

registration procedures/coordination with 

William of Orange Christian School (WOCS) 

parents were discussed.     

 

• Chairman’s Report: Paul Sikma reported on his 

activities as chairman, which included continuing 

discussions with WOCS, regarding its wind-down 

and associated impacts for CCES.   

 

• General Business:   

o The Board noted with gratitude that James 

Kanis and Ben Vandergugten (current 

principal and teacher, respectively, at WOCS) 

have accepted Credo’s offer of employment 

for September 2021. 

 

• Finance Committee:  Ian Moes presented the ad 

hoc Salary Committee’s recommendation to the 

Board.  This recommendation will go to the 

Combined Boards Meeting on January 27 for 

discussion/approval.  

 

• Valley-wide Implementation Committee: 

Richard Welfing reported that John VanKammen 

has joined the Committee as the John Calvin 

Christian School (JCCS) representative.  The 

updated Committee roles are:  Richard Welfing - 

Chair, Adam Vandenhoven - Clerk, Will VanOene 

and John VanKammen – Fundraising and External 

Communications, Dave Pruim – Land Acquisition, 

Brandon Huebert – Building Committee Liaison.   

 

• The Transportation Task Force December 

Summary Report was received by the Board.  The 

Report concluded that at this time there does not 

appear to be enough synergies present to 

warrant short-term collaboration between CCSTA 

and JCCS’s bussing system.  The Task Force 

requested a hiatus be granted until the new 

Abbotsford high school is approved by the 

memberships and construction is underway.  At 

that time the Task Force will reconvene to explore 

optimal bussing approaches Valley-wide.  

 

• It was reported that Valley-wide contributions of 

$180,000 were donated in 2020 towards 

implementation of the Valley-wide Plans. 

 

• Maintenance Committee: Stuart Vanderhorst 

reported that work on procuring and permitting 

the portable needed for September 2021 

continues. 

 

• Next Meetings / Events: The next regular Board 

meeting is planned for February 8, 2021, with a 

Valley-wide Combined Boards meeting schedule 

for January 27, 2021.  

 

• Closing: Ian Moes offered a prayer of 

thanksgiving.  Paul Sikma closed the meeting and 

thanked all for coming.

 

 



March 12, 2021 

 

7 
 

Short Report of the February 8, 2021 Meeting of the 

Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary School 

 

• Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul 

Sikma, opened the meeting by reading from 

Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the Directors 

and Principal Otto Bouwman to the meeting. 

 

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular 

board meeting was approved. 

 

• Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and 

Short Report of the January 11, 2021 Board 

meeting were adopted.  

 

• Principal’s Report: Otto Bouwman presented the 

Principal’s Report for February 2021.  Planning for 

staffing and program delivery for next year is 

underway.       

 

• Chairman’s Report: Paul Sikma reported on his 

activities as chairman, which included discussions 

at the January 14 Chair/Principal meeting and the 

January 27 Combined Boards meeting.  Topics 

discussed include exploration of a common 

governance model.  The recommendations of the 

Salary Committee’s report were adopted at the 

Combined Boards Meeting. 

    

• General Business:   

o The Board noted with gratitude that Shania 

Pol (current Educational Assistance at WOCS) 

has accepted Credo’s offer of employment 

for September 2021. 

o The Board reviewed the various membership 

policies to ensure they were up-to-date.   

o The Board discussed and approved a 

renovation proposal, with work to be done in 

Summer 2021.  The renovation work would 

focus on the “primary wing” of the school, 

similar to the work on the “intermediate 

wing” completed in summer 2018. 

 

• Finance Committee:  The income statement for 

January 31, 2021 was submitted and reviewed.  

Ian Moes indicated that budget preparation is 

underway for next year’s budget. 

 

• Education Committee: The Board approved 

Kathy Noort’s appointment to the Education 

Committee.  The revised “Duties of the Teacher” 

policy was approved by the Board.  A positive 

school visit in January by Stuart Vanderhorst and 

Garett Vane was reported on.  The Ed Com is 

continuing their work on updating the Church 

History curriculum used at CCES to make it more 

comprehensive and cohesive. 

 

• Valley-wide Implementation Committee: The 

Committee is working on a process for 

disbursement of Valley-wide funds.   

 

• Membership Committee: The Nick and Carlie 

Swarts family (Willoughby CanRC) have recently 

joined the CCES membership.  Membership 

packages have been sent to William of Orange 

Christian School families with children in school. 

 

• Maintenance Committee: Stuart Vanderhorst 

reported that a portable has been selected and 

that they will be applying for Township of Langley 

permits in late February. 

 

• Next Meetings / Events: The next regular Board 

meeting is planned for March 8, 2021.  

 

• Closing: Roger Aikema offered a prayer of 

thanksgiving.  Paul Sikma closed the meeting and 

thanked all for coming. 
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Book Week Story Winners 
 

The Teddy Bear by Lindsay Vanderpol (Gr.1) 

 

Once there was a Littel Mis Tedy Baer. She was baking a giner bread baer. But the problem was whenever Littel 

Miss Tedy Baer made a gingerbred baer it jumped out of the ovon! So one day Littel Mis Tedy Baer put traps rite 

ware the gingerbred baer jumpt out the window. This time the gingerbread baer was caught and Little Mis Teddy 

Bear got to eat him! 

 

Once there was a Little Miss Teddy Bear. She was baking a ginger bread bear. But the problem was whenever Little 

Miss Teddy Bear made a gingerbread bear it jumped out of the oven! So one day Little Miss Teddy Bear put traps 

right where the gingerbread bear jumped out the window. This time the gingerbread bear was caught and Little 

Miss Teddy Bear got to eat him! 

 

The Dropped Food by Jannick VanPopta (Gr.2) 

 

Once a meerkat named Simon was running around his house. Simon was very average. He had a good life. Simon 

gets to play with his owner named Owen. He gets fed a lot too. One day Simon was eating his favorite food and it 

fell into the dark and scary basement! He couldn’t go to sleep that night. Simon didn’t get to eat that food that 

much only once every month. That morning he faced his fears. He woke Owner Owen up and told him all about it. 

At 8:00 that morning after breakfast, they went together to the dark and scary basement! Suddenly a cat sprang 

out and Simon ran back up as fast as he could. Owner Owen stopped the cat and put it in a big cage. Then Owner 

Owen picked up the food, and gave it to Simon. From there on Simon didn’t eat by the basement. 

 

The Special Book by Rayelle Leffers (Gr. 5) 

 

There once was a girl and her name was Gaby. One day Gaby was walking on the streets of New York City. It was a 

very rainy and windy day and not many people were outside. Gaby was one of the few. While walking she found a 

book laying on the ground. It had a blue cover without a title. She examined the book and was incredibly surprised 

that it was not wet. “What kind of a book is this?” Gaby asked herself. Still holding the book in her hand, a boom of 

thunder and a flash of lightning came. The light of the lightning was so bright she had to close her eyes. Before she 

knew it, she was swept away by the wind and rain. Right after the commotion stopped, she opened her eyes with 

the book in her hand, and to her surprise she was in Indonesia. It looked like a tsunami just happened. She was 

filled with confusion on where she was, and what was she doing there. Then she saw a lady who was crying and 

laying on the ground. She ran over and asked if she was okay. The lady replied sadly and weakly, “My ankle hurts, 

can you help me?” “Yes.” Gaby answered in a brave voice. Gaby grabbed a tensor bandage and some ice and ran 

back to the lady. She put some ice on her foot and then wrapped it up in the tensor. “Thank you, you have been 

truly kind to me.” Then the rain started falling hard and the wind whipped her to the ground, then it suddenly 

stopped. She opened her eyes and found herself in South Korea. She was again surprised at where she was as she 

was in a Labor Camp. There, people were working all around. Some were making guns, and some were fighting. 

Still holding the book, Gaby saw a young man around the age of 15, who was getting beaten by a soldier. Gaby ran 

toward the soldier who was mistreating the boy and ordered him to stop. The soldier was surprised because he 

had never been told what to do by anyone other than his commander. “Please stop that. Can’t you see it’s hurting 

him. He’s only 15, and a young person doesn’t deserve this. You wouldn’t want to be treated that way if you were 

him.” The soldier felt bad about his actions. He answered back, “You're right, I'm so sorry.” And he let the prisoner 

go free to find his family. Gaby was amazed at what just happened. The soldier started talking, “I never thought of 
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it the way you put it. If it weren’t for you, he would have never been free.  It was kind of you to stand up for the 

boy.” Gaby was able to flash back a quick smile, but then the wind and rain came. This time not as hard, but she 

was still swooped up by the wind and the next time she opened her eyes she was back home with the book in her 

hands. She was astonished at the adventures she had experienced. Was it just her imagination or was it real? She 

flipped through the pages of the book and found all the adventures she went on. While looking through it, she 

realized that all the places she went she had helped people. When she would say the word ‘kind’, she would go to 

a new place. It was like the book took her places where people needed her. She had helped people through a 

magical book, spreading kindness throughout the world, and showing love all around.     

 

Watch Me by Joseph Leyenhorst (Gr.7) 

 

Before the race began, it was over. Mathew knew he had no chance of winning. Isaac Smith was just too 

fast. That five-foot ten inch blond bullet won every race he ran in. Not only one hundred-meter sprints though, he 

also won the affection of all the girls, he had the highest grades in the class, and every guy was his best friend. 

I, however, am a different story. I’m Mathew Henderson, the guy that nobody notices. Most of the day I 

seem to be invisible. But for some strange reason, right when Isaac makes a rude but hilarious comment about me 

at school or at the track with our team (Lions Track and Field), I have everyone's attention. Or when a certain 

somebody sticks a note on my back saying “Kick Me” suddenly I’m the first thing that people see. A punching bag. 

The slim five foot five slightly tanned uncool boy with untidy brown hair and a bad case of acne. 

Most of the kids that laugh at me actually are perfectly okay with me. They only go along with the bullying 

and heckling to be on Isaac’s good side. Nobody wants to get onto Isaac’s bad side. It means constant humiliation 

and anger. I, unfortunately, managed. 

I don’t know why Isaac bullies me so much. Maybe it's because he sees weakness, or maybe he’s scared 

himself. I doubt it. He could easily take me in a fight with all his muscle, or in a race with his long legs.  

I think that this may be the reason why he resents me. We are both sprinters. He’s a way better one, of 

course, but I have more love for it.  

When I sprint I feel free. All my worries go away. All the teasing and laughing and hurt melts into nothing 

and I can concentrate on my churning legs, pumping arms, heavy breathing and nothing else. So here I am now, 

running down the one-hundred-meter strip in the middle of one of my Lions training sessions.  

“13.89 seconds! Nice job, Mathew!” That was Coach Davis, my sprinting trainer. I usually just call him 

“Coach.” He’s a pleasant, enjoyable man with a great personality and an awesome love for sprinting. Since his 

Olympian years he had gained a bit of weight but he’s still in excellent shape. His hair and mustache are brown and 

he has a crooked nose from tripping and breaking it in a race. 

“Your time gets better every week!” Coach Davis exclaimed. 

“Thanks, Coach,” I said, grinning at him.  

Coach Davis returned the smile. “You know that there’s only one way to make it better, though.”   

“Yeah, I know,” I said with some sarcasm. 

“Perfect!” exclaimed Coach Davis. “Line up and run it again.” 

“Right, Coach.” As I walked back to the starting line I spotted a few figures already standing there. One of 

them was very tall and muscular. “Oh man, this can’t be good,” I thought. It was Isaac. Standing there bragging 

about his spectacular speed to his ever-present gang of loyal friends.  

“Just ignore me, just ignore me,” I pleaded in my head. Naturally, he didn’t. 

“Well if it isn’t wee little Henderson,” Isaac said with a mocking grin on his face. “You ran that under a 

minute I hope?” His friends laughed stupidly as I felt my face grow warm and red from the insult. 

“Shut up, Isaac,” I shot back at him.  

“Oh so scary,” said Isaac flashing his perfect, snake-like smile. “Why don’t we settle this right now, with a 

race.”  
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The word “race” repeated in my mind and my pulse quickened. “I can’t beat Isaac,” I thought. “He’ll destroy 

me and he knows it.” 

Isaacs voice brought me back to reality. 

“What are you? Chicken?” He said in a mocking voice. His friends laughed even harder. 

“Fine.” I said through gritted teeth. “I’ll race.” 

“Good boy,” said Isaac, and with him still grinning, we lined up at the starting line.  

One of Isaac's friends, a boy named Jackson went to go start the race. Standing a few meters away he raised 

his arm. 

“On your mark!” 

“Get ready to lose, squirt.” Murmured Isaac out of the corner of his mouth. 

“Get set....go!” Jackson's arm dropped down and Isaac exploded from his starting position and sped down 

the track like lightning.  

I however, got up and walked away, despite the jeering from Isaac’s friends. I knew that there was no point 

in racing Isaac as it was just a way for me to get humiliated and for him to make himself even more popular.  

The next few days of school and at track were torture, getting embarrassed and harassed by Isaac and 

always sitting alone and watching disgusted as he was crowded by girls and friends coming to hear the story of me 

“chickening out” when he challenged me to a race. So as a result of Isaac's story one day at track I was doing some 

sprints and I heard somebody call me by my new nickname.  

“Hey Chicken! Get over here! Coach Davis has an announcement!” 

Everyone was gathered at the center of the field inside the track and Coach Davis was standing there 

waiting for the remaining kids to get there. Still slightly red in the face from being called by my new nickname I ran 

over to the group and arrived just as Coach Davis was starting to address them. 

“....Two months from now the Lions Track and Field Club will be participating in a competition with many 

other track teams. All events will be free to participate in and there will be rewards for placing first, second or third 

in any event. Have fun and make me proud!” “Now get back to your training, you're going to need it!”  

As I walked back to the hundred-meter strip, Isaac followed me, his friends in tow.  

“I hope that they give out a prize for last place at the track meet, Mathew,” Issac said, grinning slyly at me. 

“Then you could actually win an award!” His friends howled with laughter. 

“You never know what will happen Isaac,” I said.  

“What do you think you're going to do, beat me and win?” exclaimed Isaac, the disbelief all too obvious on 

his face. 

Using all the courage I had I looked him squarely in the eyes and said confidently, 

“Watch me.”  

This left Isaac at a loss for words and I left him sputtering and searching desperately for a comeback.  

The next two months leading up to the race were brutal. In order to win the one-hundred-meter event and 

beat Isaac I had to train harder and longer than I ever had before. Wind sprints, sled drags, dynamics training, I did 

it all. No days off, no missing a day.  Everyday involved long and hard hours of ruthless, muscle tearing, exhausting 

sprint training. 

The day of the meet came way too fast for my liking. Before I knew it, I was running my first race and all 

those savage hours of training paid off. I placed second, coming very close to first, and so I moved on. I flew 

through my next races and before Isaac could make up an excuse for my new speed I was in the semifinals. The gun 

fired and I tripped! “No,” I thought to myself. “you're still in this race Mathew.” Somehow, I placed third, barely 

scraping into the finals. Just as I expected, Isaac had made it also. I was put in lane four and Isaac was right next to 

me in lane five, meaning that he was favored to win. 

“Take your mark,” said the race starter. 

Isaac looked at me with his always sly grin on his face. “Get ready to lose, Henderson,” he said. “You’ve got 

no chance of winning and you know it.” 
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When I looked into his eyes I saw a flash of a new emotion there: uncertainty. I just smiled at him, content 

to know that he was worried about losing to me. Isaac opened his mouth again to give me another insult when he 

realized that the race starter was waiting for him to get into his blocks.  

“Dummy,” he murmured to me as he did so. 

“Set…” Silence fell on the whole stadium as we raised ourselves into our set positions and froze, waiting for 

the gun. 

“BANG!” The gun blast shattered the silence and the stadium roared to life, everyone screaming and 

cheering for their person to run faster than the others and win.  

I had an amazing start - leaping from my blocks I bolted through the first few meters, staying low at first and 

very slowly and carefully straightening myself. I could sense Isaac right next to me. Using all my willpower, I didn’t 

look at him as that would slow me down and might cost me the race. Sweat stung my eyes and my muscles 

screamed in agony, this speed was pushing my body beyond its limits. It was just me and Isaac at the front and 

right at the fifty-meter mark Isaac began to pull away. First an inch, then half a foot, next a whole foot and my 

heart sank. I should have known I wouldn’t win. I never stood a chance. Only ten more meters left and Isaac made 

his mistake. His massive ego and cockiness got the better of him and he turned his head back to flash me an “I told 

you so” grin just before we crossed the line. This slowed him and he faltered in the middle of his perfect stride. 

Seizing the opportunity, I drove my spikes firmly into the track and flung myself forward using all the remaining 

strength I had. One, two, three meters I flew and landed hard on my chest, just crossing the line. The crowd gasped 

and then let out a sigh of relief as I got up, bruised, but not seriously hurt. Another hush fell over the stadium as 

the officials began announcing the times on the big speaker.  “In lane 3, Mathew Henderson. Time: 13.12 seconds. 

In lane 4, Isaac Smith….” there was a pause, meaning that the officials were double checking the time. 

“Oh, come on, oh come on! Please!” I silently pleaded in my head. 

“Time: 13.13.” The stadium exploded with noises of cheering and disbelief as I had won by one millisecond. 

The entire track team poured onto the track and hoisted me onto their shoulders, chanting my name. “Math-ew! 

Math-ew! Standing in the first-place spot on the podium, I felt like I was on top of the world. Best of all, Isaac was 

standing one step below me in second place. “Perfect,” I thought with a wide grin on my face. “That's right where 

he should be.”  
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Remembrance Day Contest Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Category (Gr. 1-3) 
 

Elias Vandergugten – Black and White Poster Primary 

• 1st place – Aldergrove Legion 

• 1st place – Fraser Valley Zone 

• & won Provincial going to Dominion 

 

Nyles Kang – Black and White Poster Primary 

• 3rd place – Aldergrove Legion 

 

James Louwerse – Colour Poster Primary 

• 1st place – Aldergove Legion 

• 1st place – Fraser Valley Zone 

 

Junior Category (Gr.4-6) 
 

Lucy Vanderhorst – Black and White Poster Junior 

• 1st place – Aldergrove Legion 

• 1st place – Fraser Valley Zone 

 

Janieva DeBoer – Colour Poster Junior 

• 2nd place – Aldergrove Legion 

 

Caleb Vandergaag – Color Poster Junior 

• 3rd place – Aldergrove Legion 

 

Rayelle Leffers – Poem & Essay Junior 

• 1st place – Aldergrove Legion (Poem) 

• 2nd place – Fraser Valley Zone (Poem) 

• 3rd place – Aldergrove Legion (Essay) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Petra Dehaas – Essay & Poem Junior 

• 2nd place – Aldergrove Legion 

• 2nd place – Aldergrove Legion 

 

Josiah Vandergriendt – 3 categories Junior 

• 1st – Aldergrove Legion (Essay) 

• 2nd – Fraser Valley Zone (Essay) 

• 2nd – Aldergrove Legion (BW Poster) 

• 3rd place – Aldergrove Legion (Poem) 

 

Neriah Naeem – Colour Poster Junior 

• 1st place – Aldergrove Legion 

• 1st place – Fraser Valley Zone 

 

Kyle Scholtens – Black and White Poster Junior 

• 3rd place – Aldergrove Legion 

 

Intermediate Category (Gr. 7-9) 
 

Caleb Yu – Black and White Poster Intermediate 

• 1st place – Aldergrove Legion 

• 1st place – Fraser Valley Zone 

 

Amy Warkentin – Black and White Poster 

Intermediate 

• 3rd place – Aldergove Legion 

 

Jocelyn DeBoer – Black and White Poster 

Intermediate 

• 2nd place – Aldergrove Legion 

 

Kaylee Vandeburgt – Colour Poster Intermediate 

• 3rd place – Aldergrove Legion 
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As a school society, we would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to: 

Aiden & Claire Plug (Langley Canadian Reformed Church) 

and 

Nakia & Carlie Swarts (Willoughby Heights Canadian Reformed Church) 

 We are thankful to have you join us and pray you may enjoy the blessings of our school community. 
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Hello Credo Community,  

 

On behalf of the CCES Board, I’d like to formally thank the Shop Easy team! Through their generous volunteer 

efforts, and the support of participating members of our community, I’m happy to announce that Shop Easy is 

contributing $75,000 towards our school. Wow! 

 

Next year will be an exciting year as we initiate the middle school and welcome nearly 50 students from William of 

Orange. Previous renovations to the intermediate wing freed up a lot of room in the classrooms and hallways of 

that area of the school. This new contribution from Shop Easy will provide funds for the primary classrooms and 

special education room to receive the same treatment this summer and maximize the available floor space for all 

our kids.   

 

In case you’re not already familiar with the Shop Easy program, I’d like to give you a quick overview and 

encourage you to participate in the program!  

 

Shop Easy is a parent run group that raises funds for large capital projects and has previously given major 

contributions to projects like the Kodiak Cage, playground, and more.  

 

Here’s how it works. Shop Easy purchases gift cards and gets a discount for bulk orders. Save On Foods/PriceSmart 

is an 8% discount, Safeway/FreshCo is a 6% discount, and Superstore / No Frills is a 5% discount. Members of our 

community buy these gift cards from Shop Easy and then use those gift cards to purchase their groceries and 

other items. It’s basically free money generated from outside of our community for something you’re already 

doing, buying groceries!  

 

Here’s an example:  

 

• Shop Easy buys Save On Foods gift cards at an 8% discount, paying them $230 for $250 in Save On Foods 

gift cards.   

• Mrs. VanderShopper pays Shop Easy $250 for the $250 in Save On Foods gift cards.  

• Mrs. VanderShopper buys her family’s weekly groceries using these gift cards and earns  

$20 in profits every single week for our school community  

• Over a year, Mrs. VanderShopper helps raise $1,000+ for our school community!  

 

These are amazing numbers. And they could be even higher! As the CCES Board we ask that you prayerfully 

consider participating in the Shop Easy program. Look for an order form in an upcoming issue of Branches or 

contact a member of the Shop Easy team: Brenda Beukema, Deanna VanDyke, Caroline Visscher, Mary-Anne 

Vanderhorst, and Meagan Vandergriendt. 

 

Blessings,  

Paul Sikma  

Chairman  
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Shop Easy Order Form
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