
 
 

 

 

    

 

 
 

Credo Christian Elementary School

21919 52 Ave. Langley   BC  V2Y 2M7

Phone: 604-530-1131     Fax:604 530-4268

e-mail cces@telus.net

website: www.credoces.org

Board of Directors

Paul Sikma (2022) Chairman

Keith Broersma (2022) Secretary

Ian Moes (2021) Treasurer

Roger Aikema (2021) Fundraising/Finance

Deanna VanDyke (2020) Education/PR

Richard Welfing (2021) CCSTA

Brad VanOene (2022) Maintenance/IT

Education Committee

Deanna VanDyke  Pearl Hoff

Yvonne Jacobi Jacoba Leyenhorst

James de Haas Kelly VanSeters

Otto Bouwman  Jennifer Onderwater

Membership  Committee

Lisa VanDyke Mandy Dewit

Ryan Sikma Rob VanDelft

Katie Vandergaag

 

Finance Committee

Ian Moes Roger Aikema

Elma Kuntz

Maintenance Committee

Brad VanOene James Vandeburgt

Darryl Hofsink  Mark Meerstra

Ivan Scheper Matt Schouten

Staff

Otto Bouwman Principal

Jennifer Onderwater VP, Grade 1 & 2

Leslie Scholtens Kindergarten

Mary MacDougal Grade 1 & 2

Heather Dykstra Grade 1 & 2

Stephen Chase Grade 3

Debora Minderhoud Grade 2 & 3

Nadine Krikke Grade 4

Jerry Scholtens Grade 5

Linda VanSpronsen Grade 5

David Wu Grade 6

Diana Nobel Grade 7

Deborah Huttema SpEd, LA

Yvonne Jacobi Music 4,5

Mekayla Knol Music 6,7

Lisa Devries Educational Ass’t

Kim Groen Educational Ass’t

Yolanda Hoogstra Educational Ass’t

Katelyn Mostert Educational Ass’t

Wilma Santema Educational Ass’t

Evelynn Scheper Educational Ass’t

Jacqueline Spoor Educational Ass’t

Lisa Vanderven Educational Ass’t

Joy VanVliet Educational Ass’t

Alice Wu Educational Ass’t

Jackie VanOene Librarian

Elma Kuntz Bookkeeper

Kendra Vandergaag Office Administrator

Credo Aid

Pearl Hoff Leona Huttema

Tanya Scholtens Allison Vandeburgt

Audrey Leyenhorst Marcia Wildeboer

Fee Structure 2019-2020

Membership 125.00 Kindergarten 320.00

Elem. (1-3) 530.00 Elem (4-7) 550.00

Junior High 695.00  Senior High 745.00

Thank you teaching staff - From the board!
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From the Chairman....
Paul Sikma  

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday August 29, 2020 - CCES Work Bee (more details to follow)

We have come to the end of the 2019/20 school
year and it is with thankfulness that we can
conclude this year acknowledging God's blessings
on our school.  God has truly blessed us even
though there have been many challenges.   I pray
that we can always see God's faithfulness and
loving hand present in our lives through the good
and the bad.   

Staffing
It has been a reoccurring theme that there is a
shortage of teachers locally and across the
country, so we are thankful that we could complete
this year with a full teaching staff.   We were
especially thankful that Jerry Scholtens  came out
of retirement to teach part-time in the gr. 5
classroom again. This is just one example of a
teaching staff that is very committed to our children
and community, helping out to teach them the
wonders of God's creation whenever and however
they can. 

The teaching staff definitely had to change how
they taught when COVID-19 hit and what a great
job they all did.  They pulled together as a team
and delivered education in an unfamiliar way. 
Thank you very much teachers and staff.

We extend a special goodbye to Heather Dykstra
as she and her family will be moving to Smithers. 
We pray that God watches over her, her husband
Neil and their children as they make the move and
also that he extends his love and grace to you as
you continue your journey on the path he has set
before you there.

We also wish David Wu well as he moves from gr.
6 at CCES, heading across the road to join the
teaching team at CCHS.  David, we pray that your
talents will be a blessing to the students there.

We are thankful that we have secured staff for next
year as well.   We are confident in the team that
has been assembled and are looking forward to
next year.  

Board
It has been an interesting year to say the least for
the Board as well.   Thank you, Board members,
for also being a great team.  It has been a pleasure
working with you this past school year during the
challenges of COVID-19.  Each board member
worked hard in their respective roles and had great
attitudes of servitude.  This made for mostly
smooth meetings where we could come to
decisions without any major roadblocks.   We were
still able to hold our spring membership meeting via
Zoom where the budget was presented and
accepted.   Thank you to the membership for your
support in this.   

We look forward to the report of the
Implementation Committee at the end of the
summer and pray that they receive strength and
wisdom as they research and plan.   Please keep
the work of this committee in your prayers as well
because there is a lot of work to do.   

We enter the summer holidays with the hope of
some rest from regular school activities so that we
can return in September refreshed with a new
sense of purpose and drive.   We plan to run
school as normal for now but only God knows what
he has in store for education in the fall.  We will
keep you informed when we know more.   

May God bless our children, teachers, staff,
parents and board as we look forward to the
summer holidays and a return to school in
September. 
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From the Principal....  
Otto Bouwman

Another school year has come to  an end.  We
were thankful that during the last two weeks of the
school year we had the opportunity to have almost
all the students back in the classrooms. Reflecting
back, there are many reasons for gratitude. Despite
the many concerns and the changes to our plans,
the Lord has provided generously, and we praise
him for it. 

Communicating 
Protocols for written communication between home
and school have been changing during the past
while. Normally, a weekly publication called
Leaflets would inform parents of the school's
weekly plans. It was sent out by mid-day on the first
school day of each week. In addition, about 8 times
a year this publication - Branches - was sent out to
all of our students' parents and to the broader
membership in the area. 

However, during the past few months, many
unusual things took place. Some of our regular
readers and supporters might have felt a bit "out of
the loop." On the other hand, the plethora of emails
and letters that parents received might have left
them feeling overwhelmed. And that's not even
bringing up all the messaging that went back and
forth between the individual teachers and students
/ parents on the Google classroom platform.
Additionally, the school sent messages out via our
Credo Facebook page. How times change! Thank
you for your patience as we tried to keep people
informed of the ever-changing landscape. We
apologize for those situations when we didn't quite
get it right, leaving some unaware of what was
happening - for example - I don't think we informed
the broader community about our graduation plans. 

Communication is important, because we want to
keep everyone informed of what is happening at
school. Many of you have kept so many aspects of
our educational endeavors in your prayers, and we
thank you for that. Both the board and the staff
have been encouraged by the supportive
environment in which we are able to do our work;
we also acknowledge our dependence on a
heavenly Father who has provided in abundance
during the past few months.

On Tuesday, June 16, our 7th grade class
graduated. We congratulated these students and
said farewell to them there. While the "festivities"
took place in the Langley church, the parents
watched together in the CCHS gym, and all others
interested could "participate" from the comfort of
their own homes. If you missed out and are
interested in watching it still, a video recording is
a v a i l a b l e ;  i t  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  a t
https://livestream.com/langleycanrc/cces. (Just
click on the "June 16, 2020 Graduation" option in
the upper right of your screen.)

Friday, June 19 marked the official end of the
2019/2020 school year. Normally, on the last day of
school, staff and students, together with many
parents and others, gather together to watch a
year-end video, to say "thank you" to the many who
made it all possible, and to give thanks to our God
for his care. This year that wasn't possible.
However, a year-end video was created and is
available on the Credo Christian Elementary School
Facebook page. To gain access to that video,
request membership to the Facebook group.

Thank you for being flexible as we creatively push
our communiques out to students, parents and
supporting community. Thank you for your
continued expressions of support and
encouragement. 

Looking at the Covid Crystal Ball 
What will elementary school look like in the fall in
British Columbia? Given the astonishing speed with
which health authorities issued new understandings
during the past few months - which led to dramatic
transformations of the educational landscape - it's
simply too early to tell. The Ministry has advised us
that we can expect to receive clarity of expectations
later in August. In the meantime, we are cautiously
optimistic that the province will continue on its
trajectory towards allowing elementary schools to
operate relatively normally in the fall. Though
teachers will be putting educational plans in place
during the summer, we will have to wait until the
few weeks before school to confirm the exact
delivery model. Join us in hoping and praying that
we can return as normally as possible. 
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Next Year 
Elsewhere in this issue of Branches you will find a
copy of next year's school calendar. It assumes a
normal return to school. If you think that this
calendar looks slightly shorter than calendars in
previous years, you are correct. This version
articulates only the main contours of when school
is expected to be in session; next fall there will be
opportunity to fill in additional information related to,
for example, the timing and format of things like
parent-teacher conferences. Because this school
year ended as early as it did, and because Labor
Day is as late in September as it is, the summer will
be a little longer than normal. We hope and trust
that, in addition to enjoying some healthy
"down-time," families are also able to continue to
create healthy learning experiences for their
children in the school of life. Identify and exploit
such experiences as much as you can!

Elsewhere in this Branches, readers will also find a
school supply list for next year. Hopefully that
provides sufficient notice for everyone as people
will eventually have to again prepare for a return to
school. We will also post this supply list on our
school's website, in case moms need a reminder
later in the summer. 

In the last issue of Branches, the community was
informed that the board had hired Lisa Vanderven
and Adrienne Hummelman as teachers at the
primary end of the school. By now, thankfully, our
applications for Letters of Permission from the
Teacher Certification Branch have been approved. 

In this issue we can also provide an update of
further developments related to staffing. Again,
there is good news to share: God answered our
prayers and provided a full contingent of teachers
for next year. At present our plans are as follows:
• Kindergarten (32 students) will have two

teachers: Leslie Scholtens and Lisa
Vanderven.

• Grade 1 (18 students) will have Mary
Macdougal and Adrienne Hummelman. Two
names are listed here because Mary will also
be in Grade 2. 

• Grade 2 (34 students) will have two classes.
Deb Minderhoud will be the main teacher of
the one class, and Jennifer Onderwater will be
the main teacher of the other. Mary will have
Language Arts responsibilities in each of these
Grade 2 classes.

• Grade 3 (26 students) will, as has been usual

for the past few years, become familiar with
Stephen Chase.

• Grade 4 also will have 26 students. We are
excited to have two teachers to share this
classroom responsibility:  Evelynn Scheper
and Janet Schouten. 
" Janet received her teacher training at

Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers
College many years ago, and then was a
full-time classroom teacher for several
years. For quite a number of her years as
a full-time mother (not to mention being a
pastor's wife) she continued to
demonstrate her commitment to
education in our schools by not only
serving on Education Committees but
also by being a regular teacher-on-call
and a part-time teacher. We are excited
to have such an experienced and
committed teacher joining our ranks.

" Though Evelynn has had a life-long
dream of becoming a classroom teacher,
up to this point that dream had not been
realized.  She began her university
training years ago, but marriage and the
subsequent arrival of children became a
preoccupation instead. For the past few
years she has been working at Credo as
an Educational Assistant, and has
become familiar with Credo's protocols.
As she takes up her part-time teaching
role, she will resume her university
studies in order to obtain her teaching
degree. 

" For both Janet and Lisa, we have
requested Letters of Permission from the
Teacher Certification Branch, and hope
and pray that these are granted in a
timely manner.

• Grade 5 (26 students) will also again have two
teachers: Natasja VanRhee and Linda
VanSpronsen. Natasja had stepped away from
her role in our 5th grade classroom two years
ago; now she's looking forward to the
opportunity to return. Natasja: we're delighted
to welcome you back!

• Grade 6 (24 students) will be taught (mostly)
by Nadine Krikke.

• Grade 7 (28 students) will be taught (mostly)
by Diana Nobel.

The above picture evidently does not articulate the
role that our valuable EAs will play, nor does it
describe any role for our Special Education
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Words of Welcome!

As a school society, 
we would like to extend a heartful welcome to 

Lawrence and Erin Jansen
(Willoughby Heights Canadian Reformed Church)

Lucas and Janice Nincao
(Cloverdale Canadian Reformed Church)

who recently became members.

We are thankful to have you join us and pray you 
may enjoy the blessing of our school community.

department. Expect that the August issue of this
publication includes a bit of information about all
the employees working at the school; after all, the
number of people working at the school seems to
grow a bit year by year as the student population
grows and as students' learning needs are met.

Thank you for your prayers that competent
candidates would step forward to teach the children
in our community next year. The current shortage
of teachers is being felt not only here in Langley;
it's a reality across BC and throughout our system
of schools across the country (and Lynden).

Farewell
This year, as in so many years, we need to say
"farewell" to those staff members who are moving
on. At our staff luncheon on June 19, the remaining
staff sang a song of farewell to three staff members
who will not be returning in September. We could 
thank each of them for the many contributions that
each made to the operation of the school; the
organization will be a different place without them.
• Heather Dykstra is moving to Smithers with

her family, and will continue teaching at
Ebenezer school. Heather's contributions were
much appreciated, as she taught and laughed
with the primary students in her care. We pray
that our Father in heaven surrounds each
member in Neil and Heather's household in
the coming months, enabling each of them to
experience God's good care. God be with you
till we meet again, Neil, Heather, Kendra, and
Desi.

• Jerry Scholtens has retired again. He's
advised us, though, he might be back once in
a while as a bus driver. Jerry's love for student
growth was always evident, and we'll miss his

jovial presence. Enjoy a well-deserved
retirement, brother!

• David Wu came to the conclusion that the
grass was greener on the south side of 52nd
Ave, so he's en route to the high school. His
ability to connect to some of our students
could not be matched by any other colleagues,
nor could any of his colleagues decipher his
signature, which he would pen in his native
language. David, we wish you the Lord's
blessing as you embark on your high school
teaching career.

In Conclusion 
We look back with gratitude to everyone for making
the best of our Covid-19 school year. Staff,
students, parents, and the supporting community
rallied together to make the most of a difficult
reality. Technology experts gave excellent
assistance. Board members gave good guidance.
In sum, the Lord carried us through; all praise and
thanks to him.

We look forward with optimistic anticipation to the
path ahead. Though so much of the current
upheaval in our world is bewildering and
fear-inspiring, we have a Rock who will carry us
forward. Now more than ever, children need to be
educated in such a way that they learn their
God-given position in this world, so that they and
we can reign as God's children in this magnificent
creation. May the words of our mouths, and the
meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your
sight, O LORD, our Rock and our Redeemer.

Wishing you all a blessed and refreshing summer
vacation.
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Short Reports of Board Meetings

Short Report of the May 4, 2020 
Meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Credo Christian Elementary School

• Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul
Sikma, opened the Zoom meeting by reading
from Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the
Directors and Principal Otto Bouwman to the
meeting.

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the
regular board meeting was approved.

• Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and
Short Report of the April 21, 2020 Board
meeting were adopted. 

• Principal's Report: Otto Bouwman presented
the Principal's Report.  Overall the transition to
online education is going well.  The Interview
Committee is following up with several
possible leads as we look to fill 1.5 FTE
teaching positions for next September.

• Chairman's Report: Paul Sikma reported on
his activities as chairman.  

• General Business: A draft agenda for the
May 27 Zoom membership meeting was
reviewed.  A special edition of Branches with
the meeting agenda and the 2020/21 budget
will be circulated two weeks prior to the May
27 meeting.

• Valley-wide Implementation Committee:
William of Orange has confirmed that they will
not be providing a Middle School on their

campus.  The West Valley Middle School will
likely be located at CCES.  To aid in the
implementation of the Middle School a draft
mandate for a local Building Committee will be
prepared for review at the June Board
meeting.  John Calvin has established a local
Building Committee to facilitate their Middle
School program.  

• The Committee is still exploring which entity
should hold the fundraising funds for the
Valley-wide finances.  The Committee is also
identifying a process for land acquisition for
review by the three local boards. The
Implementation Committee will be providing an
update at the upcoming May 27 Zoom
Membership meeting.

• Finance Committee: The 2020/21 draft
budget was presented to the Board for
discussion and was approved for presentation
at the May 27 Zoom Membership meeting. 

• Maintenance Committee: The 5-year Capital
Plan was discussed and various modifications
suggested.  The 5-year Capital Plan will be
included as part of the budget presentation at
the May 27 Zoom Membership meeting. 

• Next Meetings / Events: The Membership
Meeting (via Zoom) is planned for May 27,
2020.  The next regular Board meeting is
planned for June 8, 2020.

• Closing: Deanna VanDyke offered a prayer of
thanksgiving.  Paul Sikma closed the meeting
and thanked all for coming.

-

Short Report of the May 20, 2020 
Special "Zoom" Meeting of 
the Board of Directors of 
Credo Christian Elementary School

• Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul
Sikma, opened the meetings by reading from
Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the 

• Directors and Principal Otto Bouwman to the
Zoom meeting.

• Agenda:  The special meeting was called to
discuss the upcoming May 27 Zoom
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Membership Meeting Minutes

Membership meeting, the June education plan
and correspondence received from William of
Orange.

• May 27 Membership Meeting: Logistics for
the Zoom Membership meeting were
discussed.  Quorum is needed for budget
approval. 

• June Education Plan: The Province provided
direction that schools are to be open for
children to voluntarily attend on June 1, and
that schools are to notify parents by May 22. 
The Board reviewed Otto Bouwman's draft
communication to parents.  The teachers are
happy with the plan to re-open.  The last day
of school will be June 12. 

• Remote learning in its current format will end
when school re-opens. Half of the students will
attend each day.  Siblings will attend the same

day.  It will be assessed if some EAs need to
be recalled.  No bussing will be provided for
this 2-week period.

• William of Orange: Correspondence was
received regarding a recent membership
request to CCES, and also Valley-wide
Implementation items.  The CCES Board will
discuss Valley-wide Implementation details
and related items with the WofO Board in
early-mid June. 

• Next Meetings / Events: The May
Membership meeting is planned for May 27,
2020.  The next regular Board meeting is
planned for June 8, 2020.

• Closing: A prayer of thanksgiving was offered. 
Paul Sikma closed the meetings and thanked
all for their virtual attendance.

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Credo Christian 
Elementary School with the Membership
May 27, 2020 via "Zoom"

Opening and Welcome: 
The Chairman, Paul Sikma, welcomed all those
present virtually and opened the meeting. He read
from Psalm 18 and followed with prayer.  A quorum
of members was present shortly after the meeting
was opened.  

Agenda: 
The agenda was adopted as presented. 

Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the CCES membership meeting
held October 30, 2019 were distributed prior to the
meeting.  A motion to adopt the minutes as
presented was approved through the Zoom polling
feature. 

Business arising from the Minutes: 
• Shared Bus Pick-up Locations - the CCSTA is

still looking into this item and it remains on the
agenda. 

Valley-Wide High School Implementation
Committee (VWHSIC) Update:  
The Chairman invited Richard Welfing to provide
an update on the activities of the VWHSIC.  The
recommendations of the previous Planning
Committee were briefly reviewed.  These
recommendations were endorsed overwhelmingly
by all three elementary school memberships in May
2019.  The new Implementation Committee's
mandate was approved by the three elementary
school societies in November 2019.  The main
areas of focus are: Middle School, Land Acquisition
for the new high school, Fundraising, and
Transportation.  

The Middle School Taskforce is preparing a report
to be released by August 2020.  East and West
Middle schools are targeted to be operational in
September 2021.  Members of the Middle School
Task Force include: Derek Hoogerdijk, James
Kanis, Diana Nobel, Jennifer Onderwater, Michael
Raap, Ashley Vanspronsen and Matt Vandenberg.

The Land Acquisition Task Force is tasked with
finding land for the new high school.  They are also
exploring opportunities with other organizations,
and reviewing what entity will purchase the land. 
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The goal is to purchase land relatively early in the
process to allow time to obtain the necessary
regulatory approvals.  Members of the Land
Acquisition Task Force include: Mike Homan, Dave
Pruim, Brent Rook and Brad Vandelft.  The
membership was asked to let the Task Force know
of any possible land acquisition opportunities that
they may be aware of.

The Fundraising Task Force is developing a
fundraising strategy.  They are reviewing how funds
will be collected and what entity will hold the funds. 
Members of the Fundraising Task Force include:
Tim DeHaan, Brian Dewit, Will VanOene, and they
are looking for one additional member.

The Transportation Task Force is reviewing options
for bussing improvements in the current situation,
with Middle school implementation, and ultimately
with the high school relocation.  Members of the
Fundraising Task Force include: Curtis Braun
(CCSTA employee), Alan Dyck (CCSTA
employee), John Devries, John Vankammen and
John Van Seters.

The Committee has an email address set up
(vwhsic@gmail.com) and members should feel free
to contact any Committee member or use the email
address if they have questions or comments.  An
opportunity for questions from the floor was given. 
There were no further questions.

CCES Operational and Capital Budget for
2019/2020:  
The Chairman gave the floor to the Board
Treasurer Ian Moes, to present the CCES
Operational Budget for 2020/2021.  The changes
from the previous year were explained and the
budget notes were further clarified. A $15/month
tuition increase is proposed.  A tuition fee
comparison was also made between Credo, WofO,
JCS and Langley Christian, which indicated that
Credo's tuition fees are generally the lowest of the
4 schools.

It was also noted that capital budget items
proposed for 2020/2021 have been placed within
the budget.  A 5-year capital plan was included at

the end of the budget.   Items included in the
capital budget were explained along with proposed
timelines for completion. 

An opportunity for questions from the floor was
given.  Four questions were asked:
• Why does CCES's budget differ from CCHS's

budget by $3,000 with respect to the high
school transfer amount?  This question was
answered by an email after the meeting (on
May 29) to the membership which clarified that
one family withdrew for the 2020/2021 school
year between the time the two respective
budgets were being prepared.

• The CCHS budget showed an increase in
bussing costs - does CCES also anticipate an
increase in bussing costs?  No.  Cost is based
on our proportionate ridership, and CCES did
not go up in proportion to the other schools.

• Is there any further staff or enrolment
forecasting?  There is some enrolment
forecasting done.  Savings due to Covid-19
this year reduced the deficit and kept the
proposed tuition fee increase to a minor
amount for next year.

• Will the Middle school be at CCES or CCHS? 
Middle school is likely to be at the CCES
campus.

A motion to accept the Operational Budget and the
5-year Capital Plan Budget for 2019/2020 as
presented was approved through the Zoom polling
feature.   The membership was thanked for their
support.

Question Period:  An opportunity for general
questions from the floor was given, and no
questions were asked.  The chairman encouraged
the membership to always feel free to ask Board
members any questions.

Thanksgiving Prayer: Richard Welfing led in
thanksgiving prayer.

Adjournment:  The Chairman, Paul Sikma, closed
the meeting and thanked all for attending virtually.
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Report from the Education Committee
Deanna Van Dyke and Pearl Hoff

At the beginning of the 2019/20 school year, we
thanked Brad Van Oene for his valuable (albeit
short-lived) contribution to our committee, as he
moved up to the big table, joining the CCES board. 
We welcomed James deHaas in December, and
we are grateful for his willingness to serve with us. 
Our chair and board representative, Deanna Van
Dyke, continued to lead our monthly meetings. Our
meetings ran very smoothly, thanks in part to Otto's
articulate Principal Reports and insights into the
day to day happenings at CCES. We thank
Jennifer Onderwater for her willingness to act as
our very proficient secretary. A special mention to
them both for their continued efforts,
professionalism and involvement on the committee! 

Curriculum Review
This year the Education Committee decided the
focus of the curriculum review would be the reading
component of Language Arts.  In September, the
scope and focus of the review was shaped, and the
process of gathering information began. This
included consultation with sister schools, and
reviewing government curriculum documents.  In
October, teachers responded to a questionnaire,
providing a detailed report of the books and
authors being studied at Credo in each grade. 
They also gave some analysis on the educational
value, the Christian worldview, and variety of books
and authors in their classrooms.

In response to the questionnaire, many of the
teachers spoke of exploring themes from our
Christian worldview, while appreciating good
literature.  It is felt that there are plenty of
opportunities to work through valuable
Christ-centered conversation around the reading
curriculum currently in use.  

Primary teachers were particularly happy with the
materials they were using, and most teachers
noted that a balance between new novels and
classics was best.  There was some suggestion at
the upper intermediate level to possibly include
something of the very popular dystopian novels as
well as updating novel lists.  The other absence
noted was that of the graphic novel, a rapidly
growing, and possibly worthwhile addition to the

curriculum.  It was deemed noteworthy to notice the
presence of Canadian authors in most grades, as
well as novels based in varied cultures and
countries.  

The object of this process was and is to offer
recommendations to the board and staff which are
based on a thorough review of the current practices
and relevant materials used in Credo classrooms. 
The Education Committee was impressed by the
work done in the world of reading at CCES, and the
board approved the two recommendations made:
that staff be commended for the excellent reading
program in place at CCES; and, as per government
requirements, staff give consideration to aboriginal
literature when seeking a new novel study, along
with the previously mentioned graphic or dystopian
novels.

ESL program delivery
The board also asked the committee to report on
the possibility of implementing an ESL program at
Credo Elementary, particularly in relation to the
refugee families that our churches have sponsored
and continue to sponsor.  The benefits to the
school were clear, including increased cultural
diversity, and a deepened level of awareness of
other cultures and countries.  An ESL program is
seen to have huge benefit for both the incoming
students as well as the rest of the student body. 
Despite this, there are also obstacles, including the
typically large class sizes and shortage of EA's, as
well as lack of specific training in the area of ESL. 
Most notably, an ESL program would likely not be
static or permanent due to unpredictable flow of
sponsor families.  It was recommended to the
board that communication with the local refugee
committees would be beneficial, to relay these
challenges and benefits.  

Other Duties
Our committee reviewed the Library Committee
minutes and thank the library volunteers for the
great service they provide our children. We were
also able to read and review some potential new
novels for the grade seven classroom, and
continue to offer our services in that regard, should
they be required.
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Most committee members were also privileged to
visit CCES this school year and observe alongside
a board member a slice of the CCES learning
environment. Once again we were warmly received
and there was evidence of how richly God has
blessed our school. We continue to be thankful for
Credo's hardworking Christian students, teachers
and educational assistants, dedicated librarians
and the efforts of our committed administration. But
ultimately praise be to our Heavenly Father! 

The committee adjourned earlier than usual this

year, having completed our usual tasks, and faced
with restrictions regarding meeting together. We
look forward to taking up our work again in
September, hopefully the same way it started last
year. We pray that students and staff have a
refreshing summer break.

Micah 6:8 "He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with your God?"

CCES  SCHOOL CALENDAR  2020-2021

September 8 First day of school, Opening Assembly 10 am - church
22, 23 School photos

October 9 Pro D Day no school

12 Thanksgiving Day no school
22 Photo retakes
28 School membership meeting

November 11 Remembrance Day no school

12, 13 Teachers' Convention no school

December 18 Last day before Christmas break

20-Jan 1 Christmas Vacation no school

January 4 School reopens

February 12 Pro D Day no school

15 Family Day no school

March 15-26 March Break no school

29 School reopens

April 2 Good Friday no school

5 Easter Monday no school

May 13 Ascension Day

21 ProD Day no school
24 Victoria Day no school
26 School membership meeting

June 7 Track/Field Day Gr.6/7

25 Last day, Report Cards, Closing Assembly 11 am - church
28-30 Administrative days no school
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Supplies and  

Personal Items for September 

2020-2021 

 
 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN 
 

▪ Indoor Shoes – no laces please 

▪ Towel/blanket – no larger than a beach towel 

▪ 1 Box of Tissue 

 

GRADE 1 - GRADE 2 - GRADE 3 
 

▪ Indoor shoes – no laces please 

▪ 1 box of Tissue 

 

GRADE 4 - GRADE 5 
 

▪ Indoor Gym Shoes (no black soles) 

▪ 1 – 1½ Binder (not zippered) 

▪ 1 pkg – Subject Dividers (2 for Grade 5) 

▪ 6+ – HB pencils 

▪ 1 – Pencil Sharpener 

▪ 1 – Scissors 

▪ 2 – Erasers 

▪ 1 – 24 Pack Pencil Crayons 

▪ 6+ – Black/Blue Ball Point Pens 

▪ 2 – Red Ball Point Pens 

▪ 2 – Highlighters 

▪ 3 – White Board Markers 

▪ 1 – Glue Stick 

▪ 1 – Pencil Case (no magnetic pencil holders) 

▪ 1 – Metric Ruler 

▪ 1 – Box of Tissue 

 

GRADE 6 - GRADE 7 
 

▪ Indoor Gym Shoes (no black soles) 

▪ 2 – 1½ Binder (not zippered) 

2 – Subject Dividers (package) 

▪ 6+ – HB pencils 

▪ 1 – Pencil Sharpener 

▪ 1 – Scissors 

▪ 2 – Erasers 

▪ 1 – 24 Pack Pencil Crayons 

▪ 6+ – Black/Blue Ball Point Pens 

▪ 2 – Red Ball Point Pens 

▪ 2 – Highlighters 

▪ 3 – White Board Markers (none for Grade 7) 

▪ 1 – Glue Stick 

▪ 1 – Pencil Case (no magnetic pencil holders) 

▪ 1 – Math Notebook/Quad Ruled/Spiral Back 

(+.5 cm squares preferred) 

▪ Basic Calculator 

▪ 1 – Metric Ruler 

▪ 1 – Box of Tissue 

 

Please contact the office if you have additional questions or concerns: cces@telus.net 
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Ode to the Students

It was Tuesday, September 3, almost ten months ago

W e sat at our desks, heart beats trying to slow.

W hen will they get here? W e thought to ourselves,

Sitting there, staring at the cubby hole shelves.

Other thoughts kept going in and out of our heads,

At times we were wishing we were still in our beds.

As we looked at our classrooms, all shiny and new

W e wanted to answer to big question of “W HO?”

Some we already knew, with others we could coast,

But what of the others? W e did not know most!

W e continued to think, we continued to care.

The time was approaching when the bell would ring,

The clock was a’ ticking and then it was …BRRRRINGGGG!

W e stood smiling at the door as you all filed in,

W e were happy to see some of you grin.

As we looked at our classes, we were proud we confess.

Already that day, you meant so much to us.

W e began with devotions and we wanted you to see

That you were all unique and created specially.

After that, it was history, as many folks say.

School was on the agenda, day after day.

Reading and writing and arithmetic

Spelling and science and sometimes music.

But not every day was spent here at school, some trips did we make,

Trips to the grocery store or even the powerhouse at Stave Lake

Off we went out on hikes and trips to the falls,

Off to space centers, or even climbing walls!

But not all could happen, due to Covid-19, 

So, Sports Day at home is what that would mean!

How quickly school turned to learning online,

W hen the government decided that that would be just fine!

W e all had to persevere and try our best each day,

It was hard, but we got through it, there’s not much more to say!

God has blessed each of you with talents and skills

W hether drawing or running or completing math drills.

Continue to use them as best as you can

And know that we’ll always be one of your fans.

Follow your dreams, your goals and desires

W hether teaching, preaching, or putting out fires.

W e want you to remember that different is good.

If we were all the same, we’d get bored, yes, we would!

It doesn’t matter if you’re short or tall,

If you wear glasses or wear none at all.

You were all created the way God wanted you to be
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June 26, 2020

Created in His image for everyone to see.

So, celebrate the differences that among you are clear.

Be happy with who God made you when you look in the mirror.

Strive to do what God wants, not others you know.

Be positive each day, whether you see rain or snow,

Respect those around you and show them you care

And never underestimate the power of prayer.

As you leave this year, we wish you all the best.

Enjoy the summer and get lots of rest.

And when you come back in September again,

W e expect to see kind young ladies and men,

W ho visit their teachers, the one from last year,

The one who has an open door and a listening ear.

May God continue to be with you all.

Have a wonderful summer!  – Nadine Krikke

Congratulations
Graduates of 2020

Keral Babar

Ryan deBoer

Savanna Devries

Kendra Dykstra

Peter Faber

Kaitlin Hansma

Bethany Hoff

Aiden Homan

Pedro Koning

Alexa Leyenhorst

Jeren Scheper

Joshua Scholtens

Tyler Sikma

Eden Vandeburgt

Jacob Vanderhorst

Maria VanDyke

Janelle Vane

Brooklyn Vanegmond

Dylan Vanegmond

Carson VanOene

Jaxon VanOene

Jordyn VanOene

Hannah Yan
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Credo Christian Elementary School

21919 52 Ave. Langley   BC  V2Y 2M7

Phone: 604-530-1131     Fax:604 530-4268

e-mail cces@telus.net

website: www.credoces.org

Board of Directors

Paul Sikma (2022) Chairman

Keith Broersma (2022) Secretary

Ian Moes (2021) Treasurer

Roger Aikema (2021) Fundraising/Finance

Deanna VanDyke (2020) Education/PR

Richard Welfing (2021) CCSTA

Brad VanOene (2022) Maintenance/IT

Education Committee

Deanna VanDyke  Pearl Hoff

Yvonne Jacobi Jacoba Leyenhorst

James de Haas Kelly VanSeters

Otto Bouwman  Jennifer Onderwater

Membership  Committee

Lisa VanDyke Mandy Dewit

Ryan Sikma Rob VanDelft

Katie Vandergaag

 

Finance Committee

Ian Moes Roger Aikema

Elma Kuntz

Maintenance Committee

Brad VanOene James Vandeburgt

Darryl Hofsink  Mark Meerstra

Ivan Scheper Matt Schouten

Staff

Otto Bouwman Principal

Jennifer Onderwater VP, Grade 1 & 2

Leslie Scholtens Kindergarten

Mary MacDougal Grade 1 & 2

Heather Dykstra Grade 1 & 2

Stephen Chase Grade 3

Debora Minderhoud Grade 2 & 3

Nadine Krikke Grade 4

Jerry Scholtens Grade 5

Linda VanSpronsen Grade 5

David Wu Grade 6

Diana Nobel Grade 7

Deborah Huttema SpEd, LA

Yvonne Jacobi Music 4,5

Mekayla Knol Music 6,7

Lisa Devries Educational Ass’t

Kim Groen Educational Ass’t

Yolanda Hoogstra Educational Ass’t

Katelyn Mostert Educational Ass’t

Wilma Santema Educational Ass’t

Evelynn Scheper Educational Ass’t

Jacqueline Spoor Educational Ass’t

Lisa Vanderven Educational Ass’t

Joy VanVliet Educational Ass’t

Alice Wu Educational Ass’t

Jackie VanOene Librarian

Elma Kuntz Bookkeeper

Kendra Vandergaag Office Administrator

Credo Aid

Pearl Hoff Leona Huttema

Tanya Scholtens Allison Vandeburgt

Audrey Leyenhorst Marcia Wildeboer

Fee Structure 2019-2020

Membership 125.00 Kindergarten 320.00

Elem. (1-3) 530.00 Elem (4-7) 550.00

Junior High 695.00  Senior High 745.00

Thank you teaching staff - From the board!
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The purpose of our parental Christian School is to educate our children to develop their  individual potential and to
acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for a life of responsible stewardship in God's Kingdom.


