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The purpose of our parental Christian School is to educate our children to develop their  individual potential and to
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I am thankful that we are able to have another
issue of Branches released to you all.   I think it
helps create some sense of normalcy to a not so
normal way of life right now.   So many things have
changed in the past few weeks that have turned
our world on its head.  The way we worship, work,
play, educate, socialize is not normal right now.  
This could potentially have a permanent or long
lasting effect on our daily lives. How wonderful it is
to know that through all this our God is the author
of what life should look like.  He is unchanging in
his words that tell us look to him and to him only.  
He is ever mindful of his people and is unchanging
in his faithfulness to us.  We are reminded of this
throughout the Bible.  There are so many stories of
life not being normal for God’s people; so many
stories of fear, anxiety and chaos entering their
lives.  But it is so amazing to see that, time and
time again, he carries his people through with his
almighty power. No matter how great the challenge,
his will is done through his people.  Those who are
faithful to him can always say “I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith.  Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge will award to me on that day, and not only to
me but also to all who have loved his appearing.” 
(2 Timothy 4:7-8)

My encouragement to us all is to keep the faith. 
Hold on to the promises he has given us through
his son, Jesus Christ.   May his Spirit strengthen us
all, especially when life becomes not normal and
can cause despair.  

I’m also thankful to report that our school is doing
its best to keep the faith. Teachers are working
very hard to continue to educate our children in
how to be good faithful stewards in his kingdom. 
This has required new ways of teaching and
communicating that we aren’t used to. The board
has been very impressed with how our staff has
pulled together to create solutions to a challenging
education model.  I would also like to say thank you
all you parents for your help in assisting with your

children’s education. You are helping in working
with your children and also with communicating
with staff, which is greatly appreciated.  Difficult
situations can often pull people together and I do
believe this is happening as we speak. Let us all
continue to communicate and support each other
through these times.

Updates:

The Finance Committee has been busy working on
the budget which we hope to have presented at our
membership meeting. It has been a challenge to
work through a budget in these circumstances.  We
need to consider the current economic situation but
also need to plan and prepare for the future when
deciding how to set our budget. I thank the Finance
Committee for all their hard work.  

The Education Committee continues to do great
work. They have been working hard on curriculum
review. It was great to see a good report from them
and we commend the committee and the staff for
the excellent language arts curriculum and reading
program in place at CCES

Implementation Committee: To date, the committee
has still had its primary focus on “staffing” the task
forces on the committee which they have done.
They are working to define what middle school
exactly looks like in terms of location and delivery. 

All the other committees are hard at work as well
they should be thanked as well for their dedication; 
it has been different holding various meetings on
Zoom but thankfully we are still able to function this
way.

We discussed what we can do with regards to the
spring membership meeting.  Initially there were
concerns on how we can pass a budget without
having a physical meeting.   The government has
provided clarification on rules surrounding this
situation so we should be able to make something
work.  We are working on setting up a Zoom 

From the Chairman....  
Paul Sikma

-2-

Branches



From the Principal....  
Otto Bouwman

meeting for the membership with the hopes of
passing the budget in that meeting. We will finalize
details in our May board meeting with the hopes of
having a plan in place to have a virtual membership
meeting at the end of May or early June.

A big thank you goes to Jerry Scholtens. We thank
him for his hard work and dedication. It was very
helpful to have him come back from retirement and
fill in for us once again. Enjoy your second
retirement Jerry!  May God bless you. Thank you to
Linda VanSpronsen as well for her willingness to
take on more responsibility for the remainder of the
school year. 
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We have hired two teachers, Lisa Vanderven and
Adrienne Hummelman, and one EA, Lindsay
Schouten.  We welcome them  to  their new roles
at CCES.  This definitely helps out our staffing
levels for which we are grateful but we still need
more teachers.  

Please continue to pray for our school, the staff
and our children.  Pray for teachers to be hired for
next year. Pray for hearts to be moved to enter the
teacher profession. Pray most importantly that
God’s will be done and that we will trust in his plans
for all of us. 

The last issue of Branches began with the following
sentences: God's command "Do not be anxious" is
always timely, isn't it? The world today is one filled
with fear. Globally, we've been hearing a great deal
about the coronavirus outbreak; lately it has been
connected with financial market uncertainties. Little
did we imagine that our lives would change so
dramatically because of this microscopic virus. 

COVID-19 Teaching and Learning 

Since mid-March, six letters have gone out to the
Credo parents, providing updates on how things
have been going and spelling out intentions of what
we were hoping to achieve. We've had to be
flexible as we've been delivering an education
program remotely since April 6, focusing on just the
core subjects. We have much to be thankful for;
many aspects of remote learning have gone quite
well. I've been amazed at the resourcefulness,
dedication, and ability of the teachers as lesson
after lesson has been uploaded to Google
Classroom. I've been impressed by the parents'
willingness to be stretched and partner so
deliberately with the school. I'm so thankful for the
willingness of the EAs to flexibly adapt to the
bewildering world we're in. I'm thankful that the
needs of the students under the broad "Special
Education" umbrella are being addressed. I've
been delighted to hear how much our students
previously actually loved coming to school, but who

are adjusting, along with everyone else, to these
new challenges. I've been grateful for the
technology (and the technical wizardry that some
staff members have) which allows virtual meetings
and virtual learning to take place. 

However, that is not to say that remote learning has
been a wonderful experience. We grieve as we feel
the loss of community. There's been confusion,
frustration, and tears. Some have felt
overwhelmed, and relationships have been
strained. People are not able to work at optimal
levels of efficiency. People are anxious. There
continues to be concern about the uncertainty of
the experience; when will life return to normal?

What is one reality I've really learned? Since we
are relational beings, isolation and social distancing
are profoundly unnatural. Neither face-to-face
communication nor the human touch can be
replicated by technology. How we long again to
greet the children as they arrive by bus at the
beginning of the school day, hear the joyful
exuberance of the students in the hallways, the
songs from the classrooms, the shouts on the
playground, and the sight of students milling
around as they wait for the buses at the end of the
day.

Elsewhere in this virtual magazine readers will find
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pictures of what schooling life looks like. Hopefully
they give a sense that there are many reasons for
gratitude and joy in the midst of so many
challenges and uncertainties. 

In Other News 

This past weekend the Langley congregation said
farewell to the denHollander family, since Pastor
Will is about to begin his responsibilities as New
Testament professor at the Canadian Reformed
Theological Seminary. Though we understand that
they will continue living in the area for a while yet,
we do wish Gabriel and Silas well as they and their
parents look forward to continuing their education
in the Hamilton area. We trust that in due time God
will enable the family to move as planned and there
be a blessing to those around them as they have
been here.

Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers College
received a first official two-day (virtual) visit last
week in connection with their application for
accreditation. Initial feedback, thankfully, is very
encouraging! Continue in prayer for the CCRTC as
they continue the process. CCES was thankful last
month to have an opportunity to provide a
four-week practicum experience for two CCRTS
students. It's good to be able to support the work of
the CCRTC in this way. 

Next Steps 

Looking forward to the next school year, I'm
thankful to have an opportunity to share a few
matters related to staffing:
• Lisa Vanderven is looking forward to

co-teaching Kindergarten (with Leslie
Scholtens). Lisa earned a bachelor's degree a
few decades ago, and has often thought about
the possibility of having her own classroom
"someday". The teacher shortage "crisis"
around the entire province has resulted in an
increased willingness by the Teacher
Regulation Branch (TRB) to accommodate
schools to creatively address this issue. The
school has applied for a "Letter of Permission"
(LOP) for Lisa to teach in the Kindergarten
classroom, and looks forward to having Lisa on
staff as a teacher next year. Since Lisa has
worked for quite a few years as an EA at
CCES, transitioning to the teaching role should

not be too difficult.
• Adrienne Hummelman has also been hired to

join our teaching ranks next fall in the primary
grades. Adrienne grew up in the western end of
the Fraser Valley; for most of her life she and
her family were members at New Westminster
URC (now members at Abbotsford URC). She
has a substantial amount of educational
experience as an EA by working at Surrey
Christian for the past 7 years. She is currently
enrolled at Trinity Western University, and
hopes to become a regular certified teacher via
the Professional Linking Program (PLP). The
PLP is a unique teacher education program
that enables paraprofessionals, working with an
LOP, to pursue certification and become
certified as teachers in the province. Breaking
all speed records, the TRB approved the
required LOP within weeks of the application.
Welcome, Adrienne!

• Lindsay Schouten is looking forward to joining
our ranks as an EA in September, and we are
excited she is coming on board. Lindsay is a
certified EA and will soon be at home in our
Credo Elementary community. 

• Since David Wu is going to begin teaching at
CCHS next year, and since Jerry Scholtens is
retiring again, we are still in need of applicants
to teach at the intermediate grades level. I'd
love to hear some more expressions of interest
from people willing to help out.

• There is a shortage of teachers across our
province. There is a shortage of teachers
throughout our Canadian Reformed schools
across the country. May God work in the hearts
of many young men and young women so that
they enroll in programs enabling them to
become teachers. Please pray that we can
soon find clarity and secure capable teachers
to teach the students at CCES next year! 

Ready, Set, Learn

Every year Credo Elementary hosts a group of
excited, energetic three-year-olds and their parents
for a "Ready, Set, Learn" event. They participate in
a number of activities and are encouraged to begin
to prepare for school success. This year, it is not
possible to host this event, so we will be sending
home a fun and educational package to each home 
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Short Reports of Board Meetings 

by the end of May. We know you will find the
information helpful and enjoy the activities. Even 
though we cannot meet you face-to-face, we
encourage you to contact the school if you have
any concerns about your child's school readiness 
and if you need any support. We are YOUR school
well before your child enters school!

Kindergarten Day

Kindergarten day is another high light for the
Kindergarten teachers and the new K students who
are coming in September. We are excited to meet
you! At this time, we are still hoping a Kindergarten
day will be possible in June, so please wait for
further information. In the meantime, we encourage
you to read lots of stories, help your child practice
writing their name, and work on personal and social 

May 1, 2020 

skills that will help your child succeed when they
begin school.

In Conclusion 

With regards to when school life will return to
normal, as referenced in a recent letter to school
homes: "a decision on a return to school date is not
imminent and information stating a return to school
date is purely speculative." In due time we look
forward to figuring out exactly what this year's
report cards will like and how graduation will be
celebrated. We are learning to be flexible and
patient. 

In the meantime, may God bless us all with
patience and resiliency as we continue on life's
journey. Your continued prayerful support for CCES
is coveted and appreciated.

Short Report of the Meeting of the 

Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary School

February 10th, 2020

Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul

Sikma, opened the meeting by reading from
Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the Directors
and Principal Otto Bouwman to the meeting.

Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular

board meeting was approved.

Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and

Short Report of the January 13, 2020 Board
meeting were adopted. 

Principal's Report: Otto Bouwman presented the

Principal's Report for February 2020.  Planning for
staffing and program delivery for next year is
underway.  The annual staff contract form has
been updated to be an ongoing contract, rather
than year-by-year.

Chairman's Report: Paul Sikma reported on his

activities as chairman.  

General Business:  

• Reports were received from the recent
Board/Staff visits. 

• The recent January 23, 2020 Combined Boards
meeting was reviewed.

• A revised Professional Development policy was
adopted.

• Discussion was held regarding promotion of
teaching and teacher retention.  There are
national and local aspects to this issue.  This
matter has the Board's ongoing attention.

Valley-wide Implementation Committee: Richard

Welfing reported on a recent meeting.  The
Committee has 6 members: Richard Welfing
(chair), Brandon Huebert (secretary), John Van
Seters (Transportation), Matt Vandenberg (Middle
School), Will VanOene (Fundraising) and Dave
Pruim (Land Acquisition).  As middle school
implementation is anticipated for September 2021,
this topic will need substantial attention in the
coming months.
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Membership Committee: The Lucas and Janice

Nincao family have recently joined the CCES
membership.  The committee is liaising with John
Calvin School on ways to engage and increase the
membership base.

Finance Committee: The income statement for

January 31, 2020 was submitted and reviewed. 
The recommendations of the Salary Committee's
report were adopted at the Combined Boards

Meeting at John Calvin School on January 23,
2020. 

Next Meetings / Events: The next regular Board

meeting is planned for March 9, 2020

Closing: Roger Aikema offered a prayer of

thanksgiving.  Paul Sikma closed the meeting and
thanked all for coming.

Short Report of the Meeting of the 

Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary School

March 9, 2020

Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul

Sikma, opened the meeting by reading from
Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the Directors
and Principal Otto Bouwman to the meeting.

Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular

board meeting was approved.

Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and

Short Report of the February 10, 2020 Board
meeting were adopted. 

Principal's Report: Otto Bouwman presented the

Principal's Report for March 2020.  The updated
Professional Development policy was well received
by staff as it offers more financial support for
educational upgrades, including Master's programs
related to teaching.  Otto plans to attend the
National Strategic Planning Day for Career Teacher
Recruitment/Retention on April 7, 2020 in Hamilton
d.v..

Contracts with staff for the 2020/21 school year
have been signed.  We say goodbye to Jerry
Scholtens (again :), to Heather Dykstra and to
David Wu.  We thank each of these teachers for
their service and wish them the Lord's blessing. 
We are thankful for the hiring of Adrienne
Hummelman (from Surrey Christian) as Grade 1/2
teacher, Lisa Vanderven to teach one of the
Kindergarten classes, and Lindsay Schouten as a
0.5 FTE (full-time equivalent) Educational
Assistant.  We still need to fill 1.5 FTE teaching
positions for September 2020. 

Chairman's Report: Paul Sikma reported on his

activities as chairman.  

General Business:  

• A draft mandate for an Ad hoc Valley-wide
teacher promotion/retention committee was
reviewed and will be forwarded to the April 2
Chair/Principal's meeting for further discussion.

• Arrangements for the May 27 membership
meeting are underway.  

• Coronavirus - the situation is being monitored,
and updates are being communicated to
parents.  CCES takes direction from FISA
(Federation of Independent Schools
Associations) and the Provincial government.

Valley-wide Implementation Committee: Richard

Welfing reported on various items underway.  The
Middle School taskforce is intending to have a
report ready by August.  The Fundraising taskforce
has been joined by 2 new members: Brian Dewit
and Tim de Haan.  The Transportation taskforce is 
exploring various options in terms of future
bussing.  The Committee will be presenting a
written report at the April 22 Combined Boards
meeting to be held at CCHS.

Education Committee: Kelly Van Seters (Ed Com

member) and Keith Broersma (Board member)
visited the school on February 19 and reported
positively on the learning environment.

Finance Committee: The income statement and 

accounts receivable report for February 29, 2020 
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was submitted and reviewed.  Revenue and
expenses are on track.

Maintenance Committee: The Board appointed

Alan Scholtens to the Committee as a replacement
for out-going Rob Bisschop. 

May 1, 2020 

Next Meetings / Events: The next regular Board

meeting is planned for April 14, 2020.

Closing: Brad VanOene offered a prayer of

thanksgiving.  Paul Sikma closed the meeting and
thanked all for coming.

Short Report of the Special "Zoom" Meetings of the 

Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary School

April 2 and April 4, 2020

Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul

Sikma, opened the meetings by reading from
Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the Directors
and Principal Otto Bouwman to the Zoom meeting.

Agenda:  The special meetings were called to

discuss staffing considerations during this time
when the school is offering online education due to
the Covid-19 coronavirus situation.  The Provincial
government has mandated that school facilities are
to be closed for regular attendance by students.

Staffing:  While teachers will be retained during

this Covid-19 situation, the status of EAs and other
hourly staff in the online delivery models needs to
be determined.  Otto Bouwman has been working
with staff to determine delivery of on-line education. 
Feedback was also obtained from many parents
with children utilizing EA assistance. 

Treasurer Ian Moes presented a financial analysis. 
Thanks to government programs like CERB and

BCEB, which were recently enacted to deal with
Covid-19 related layoffs, any laid off staff will be
financially taken care of. 
  
It was decided to temporarily lay off the large
majority of EAs, with the goal of bringing the EAs
back as soon as schools are reopened in BC.  The
music, library and front office staff will be retained
and there will be flexibility in delivery of their tasks.

May Membership Meeting: It is likely that the May

27 Membership meeting will not be able to be held
in person.  The Board will discuss options for the
Membership meeting at the regular April 14 Board
meeting. 

Next Meetings / Events: The next regular Board

meeting is planned for April 14, 2020.

Closing: A prayer of thanksgiving was offered. 

Paul Sikma closed the meetings and thanked all for
their virtual attendance.

To Credo Board and Supporting Community, April 2020

As you know, I am now officially retired. This time I don't think I am coming back. I do have some
separation anxiety as I have enjoyed my many years working at Credo, but I will deal with that. 

I just want to thank you, as board, as well as the entire school community for the many years I was
allowed to work at Credo. There is a culture at Credo that simply makes it a fun place to be. From
board level, parents, fellow staff members, right down to the interactions with the students, Credo is a
joyous place. Indeed, God is good!

I wish you God's blessing as you move forward, especially in these troubling times. Things have not
transpired quite the way I had envisioned, but then I don't think you knew either. Living in the palm of
God's hand, however, makes it all OK, and we can stand tall together.

God bless,

Jerry Scholtens
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Mothers Day Fair - May 9 - This event has been cancelled. Credo Aid would like to thank you for your
continued support.

Credo Golf Tournament - June 8 - This event has been cancelled.

-8-



 
 

 

 

    

 

 
 

Credo Christian Elementary School

21919 52 Ave. Langley   BC  V2Y 2M7

Phone: 604-530-1131     Fax:604 530-4268

e-mail cces@telus.net

website: www.credoces.org

Board of Directors

Paul Sikma (2022) Chairman

Keith Broersma (2022) Secretary

Ian Moes (2021) Treasurer

Roger Aikema (2021) Fundraising/Finance

Deanna VanDyke (2020) Education/PR

Richard Welfing (2021) CCSTA

Brad VanOene (2022) Maintenance/IT

Education Committee

Deanna VanDyke  Pearl Hoff

Yvonne Jacobi Jacoba Leyenhorst

James de Haas Kelly VanSeters

Otto Bouwman  Jennifer Onderwater

Membership  Committee

Lisa VanDyke Mandy Dewit

Ryan Sikma Rob VanDelft

Katie Vandergaag

 

Finance Committee

Ian Moes Roger Aikema

Elma Kuntz

Maintenance Committee

Brad VanOene James Vandeburgt

Darryl Hofsink  Mark Meerstra

Ivan Scheper Matt Schouten

Staff

Otto Bouwman Principal

Jennifer Onderwater VP, Grade 1 & 2

Leslie Scholtens Kindergarten

Mary MacDougal Grade 1 & 2

Heather Dykstra Grade 1 & 2

Stephen Chase Grade 3

Debora Minderhoud Grade 2 & 3

Nadine Krikke Grade 4

Jerry Scholtens Grade 5

Linda VanSpronsen Grade 5

David Wu Grade 6

Diana Nobel Grade 7

Deborah Huttema SpEd, LA

Yvonne Jacobi Music 4,5

Mekayla Knol Music 6,7

Lisa Devries Educational Ass’t

Kim Groen Educational Ass’t

Yolanda Hoogstra Educational Ass’t

Katelyn Mostert Educational Ass’t

Wilma Santema Educational Ass’t

Evelynn Scheper Educational Ass’t

Jacqueline Spoor Educational Ass’t

Lisa Vanderven Educational Ass’t

Joy VanVliet Educational Ass’t

Alice Wu Educational Ass’t

Jackie VanOene Librarian

Elma Kuntz Bookkeeper

Kendra Vandergaag Office Administrator

Credo Aid

Pearl Hoff Leona Huttema

Tanya Scholtens Allison Vandeburgt

Audrey Leyenhorst Marcia Wildeboer

Fee Structure 2019-2020

Membership 125.00 Kindergarten 320.00

Elem. (1-3) 530.00 Elem (4-7) 550.00

Junior High 695.00  Senior High 745.00

Grade 1

At home crisis-schooling - Keep up the great work students!

                         BRANCHES     

In This Issue:

• From the Chairman

• From the Principal
• Short Reports of Board Meetings

               

Volume 32

Issue 6

May 1, 2020

The purpose of our parental Christian School is to educate our children to develop their  individual potential and to
acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for a life of responsible stewardship in God's Kingdom.




