
 
Unit Plan: Setting the Stage     Duration:  4 weeks (8 lessons)    Grade: 7 
  

Unit Rationale:  
Through Social Studies, we teach our students how to live and work before the face of God in obedience to the norms of His Word in all areas of life. 
This unit will help students understand the importance of studying past civilizations and sets the stage for the coming unit. It will also help them to 
become familiar with some of the different processes that they will be utilizing the rest of the year.  

 
 

Big Idea The Lord determined when these civilizations existed and the extent of their power. 

Much information can be discovered about a civilization and its culture by examining artifacts, primary resources and 
secondary resources. 

Essential Questions What is history? 
Why do we study history? 

When did history start? 
How do we learn more about past historical events, people and cultures? 

How can we see God’s hand through all of history? How is this a comfort for us? 

Assessment Assessment for Learning 
- Chart paper activity during 

lesson 1 

Assessment as Learning 
- Carousel activity 
- Check Ins 

Assessment of Learning 
- Student Artifacts 
- Google Quiz 

 

 

Curricular Competencies 

- Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to - ask questions; 
gather, interpret and analyze ideas; and communicate findings 
and decisions.  

- Identify what the creators of accounts, narratives, maps, or texts 
have determined is significant (significance) 

- Assess the credibility of multiple sources and the adequacy of 
evidence used to justify conclusions (evidence) 

Content 

- Anthropological origins of humans 

 

         
       



 
Lesson Focus Teaching Strategies/Methods Resources & Materials 

Lesson 1: What is 
history? Why do we 
study history? 

Prior to class: hang up chart papers around room/hallway 
-Introduce activity and break students off into groups to do a carousel activity. 5 questions will 
be posted around the classroom: 

➔ What is history? 

➔ When did history start? 

➔ Why do we study history? 

➔ How do we learn more about things that have happened in history? 

➔ Regroup to talk about results. 
-Hand out syllabus and go over what we will be learning this year in socials  
-introduce Big Ideas if there is time 

-chart paper  
-markers 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 2: When did 
history start? 

-Jigsaw activity: have a variety (5-6) of creation/origin stories around the room. Split students 
into groups of 5-6. Each person is responsible for reading one story and reporting back to their 
home group what it was about, the beginning of their ‘history’ 
-Regroup: discuss: the failings of each one, the truth of our HIStory, the fall into sin and tower of 
Babel led to many different civilizations. God controls their rise and fall - discuss the statue in 
Daniel’s dream in Daniel 2.  
-Check-in: Knowing and believing in God’s power and control of creation and all of history brings 
us comfort today. How? 

-5-6 different 
creation/origin stories 
possibly from here.   

Lesson 3: How do we 
find out about 
history: primary and 
secondary resources. 

Prior to class: 
-have pictures of primary and secondary resources ready to go for group work 
-Powerpoint presentation or video on primary and secondary resources. (explain what they are, 
give examples of each, and why each are useful) 
-break students into groups to sort pictures of resources into primary and secondary resources 

-powerpoint or 
presentation 
-primary and secondary 
graphic organizer 
-pictures of primary and 
secondary resources 

Lesson 4: How do we 
analyze primary and 
secondary resources 
to learn more about 
history? 

Prior to class: 
-set up 6-8 stations with primary and secondary resources 
Model to class: (model 2-3 as a whole class) 
-how to analyze resources using the prompts:  
              -what do you observe? 
              -what is the meaning of your observation? 
              -what can you infer? 

-what are you wondering? what information would be helpful to know to understand this 
resources? 

-6-8 primary sources at 
stations 
-2-3 sources on 
powerpoint to model to 
class 
-graphic organizer 

https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/big-history-project/what-is-big-history/origin-stories/a/origin-story-judeo-christian
https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/big-history-project/what-is-big-history/origin-stories/a/origin-story-judeo-christian


 
-break students into groups and have them rotate through the stations  
-students will record their observations in their workbook, along with whether it is a primary or 
secondary resource. 

Lesson 5: How do we 
find out about 
history? artifacts 

Prior to class: set up artifact inference sheets at all the different tables (all under one theme? 
Maybe all middle ages? World War 1?) 
-Split students into groups at each of the artifacts 
-Have them complete the following for each artifact: What do you see? What do you notice? 
What do you think or wonder? What do you think this is? 
-Students switch groups until they’ve seen all the artifacts 
-come back together as a whole class. Go over the 6-8 artifacts. 
-What can artifacts tell us about the people that lived then? Who/what time period do you think 
these eight artifacts could have belonged to? 
-Google slide: what are 3-5 artifacts that would describe you if people were to find them 1000 
years from now? 

-Chromebooks 
-Artifact inference 
pictures 
 

Lesson 6: How do we 
find out about 
history? artifacts.  

Prior to class: set up artifact timelines on tables 
-As a whole class review what we learned last class about artifacts and what they can tell us 
-This time take each set of artifacts and see if you can put them in order. (each set of artifacts is 
similarly grouped. (example weapons, clothing etc.) Have students fill in graphic organizer and 
see if they can figure out when the artifact is from and which civilization 
-note what has changed in each set of photos  
-How were we able to group them? How do we know which comes first? How are historians able 
to date artifacts? 
-Finish from last class: Google slide: what are 3-5 artifacts that would describe you if people were 
to find them 1000 years from now? 

-Chromebooks 
-Artifact Pictures  
- Artifact Powerpoint 
answers 
- Artifact Graphic 
Organizer 
-chart paper 
-markers 

Lesson 7: How do 
civilizations develop 
from simple 
societies?  

-Define: civilization: a large group of people who have created a complex society with a 
developed culture (way of life).  
-How do these cultures/civilizations grow? Potential options: 
1. Using strips of paper, students work in small groups (2-3?) to put into correct order the 
development of a civilization. prizes for first done correctly? 
2. Create a Smart File with the order jumbled. Work together as a class to determine the correct 
order.  

1. Small groups of people hunted, fished, and gathered wild plants to get food.  
2. people began to grow their own plants and animals. They built shelters and formed 

settled communities 

-strips of paper or 
digital file to sort the 
development of 
civilizations 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_LeBqE6KPRRblh1ZDRjelpvcXc/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_LeBqE6KPRRNVlFblBYTzdwQlU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_LeBqE6KPRRNVlFblBYTzdwQlU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_LeBqE6KPRROWYzNTljNjEtNTRjZi00NDdmLTkwOWUtOTA4YTkzZTJkMjhh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_LeBqE6KPRROWYzNTljNjEtNTRjZi00NDdmLTkwOWUtOTA4YTkzZTJkMjhh/view


 
3. They found better ways to farm. They began to grow more food than they needed. Some 

people stopped farming and developed other skills (eg. metal working) 
4. Farmers began to trade their extra food for special items made by the skilled craftspeople 
5. people improved their travel methods so that they could trade with people farther away. 
6. rulers and officials began to keep records of trade and taxes. They developed writing and 

number systems to do so.  
7. Cities grew and became increasingly well-organized, with specialized jobs, government 

organizations, religion, education, and money systems.  
8. Rivalries between cities led people to develop warfare technology. 

-What are some key things that all complex societies (civilizations) have in their culture? 
Potential options:  
1.In partners, have students brainstorm as many as they can. Prizes for the group with the most 
correct answers? 
2. Display some example ways that simple societies would have lived. Have students brainstorm 
together in order to contrast that quality with the system/organization/etc. that a civilization 
usually possesses.  
-List of the qualities of a civilization: 

➔ money system 

➔ number system 

➔ specialized jobs 

➔ set of laws 

➔ religion system 

➔ armed military force 

➔ transportation systems 

➔ developed agriculture 

➔ art 

➔ trade 

➔ large cities 

➔ organized government 

➔ education system 

➔ writing system 
-Check-in: What, in your opinion, are the three most important characteristics that a civilization 
should have as it develops? Why? 



 
Lesson 8: 
Review/Summative 
assessment  

Catch up from any previous days. 
Review what we’ve learned so far. 
Short Google quiz with some factual knowledge as well as a few reflection questions. 

- What can artifacts tell us about a society? 
- What is the difference between primary and secondary resources? 
- Why do we study history? 
- What are the elements of a civilization? 

-Chromebooks 

 
** Possibly include a field trip to a local Museum of Anthropology (or the Metzger Collection in the Columbia Bible College). Upon return, have 
students complete a reflection about their most memorable piece and make a connection between First Nations cultures and Ancient 
Civilizations? ** 
 
Resources:  
  
De Bie, John, and William H. Evenhouse. Story of the Old World. Christian Schools International, 1992. 
 
DesRivieres, Denis, Doyle, Susan M., Jarvis, Graham, Jeroski, Sharon, and Toutant, Arnold. The Ancient World to the 7th Century. Pearson Canada 
Inc, 2018 
 
Origin Story: Judeo-Christian, Khan Academy, 2019, https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/big-history-project/what-is-big-history/origin-
stories/a/origin-story-judeo-christian. 
 
Straight to the Source: A Primary Source Analysis Guide, John DePasquale, 2019, https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/john-
depasquale/2017/Straight-to-the-Source-A-Primary-Source-Analysis-Guide/. 
 
Toutant, Arnold, and Susan Doyle. Ancient Worlds. Oxford University Press, 2000. 
 
 
 

https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/big-history-project/what-is-big-history/origin-stories/a/origin-story-judeo-christian
https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/big-history-project/what-is-big-history/origin-stories/a/origin-story-judeo-christian
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/john-depasquale/2017/Straight-to-the-Source-A-Primary-Source-Analysis-Guide/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/john-depasquale/2017/Straight-to-the-Source-A-Primary-Source-Analysis-Guide/

