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From the Chairman Paul Sikma 

 

We enter February with the beginning of a new year 

still fresh on our minds, although Christmas feels like 

such a long time ago.   Time moves on and every day, 

month and year that we experience brings new 

opportunities to serve in God’s kingdom.   Let us, as 

community, be reminded that we are created to 

glorify God at all times in our lives; whether time 

moves too slow or too fast, whether times are good 

or bad.  Let us hold on together to serve Him and build 

each other up in knowledge and faith so that we can 

achieve our ultimate purpose.  I’m so thankful that we 

have CCES and that it is carrying out its mandate of 

teaching our children how to be good stewards in 

God’s kingdom.  It is my prayer that our children 

continue to learn how to be prepared to carry out 

their tasks; whether time moves too slow or too fast, 

whether life is easy or difficult.  In everyday of their 

lives, may God be glorified through them. 

 

We are very thankful that staffing levels are good and 

that we can have more clarity as to what staffing will 

look like next year.  Having Ben Vandergugten, James 

Kanis and Shania Pol confirmed for teaching and EA 

positions for next year is a real blessing.   Be sure to 

welcome them to the team if you cross their path.   

 

Middle school developments are still ongoing.   The 

membership committees from CCES and WOCS have 

been working together to communicate the transition 

of membership.   WOCS parents will be given CCES 

packages that outline how our school operates and 

will give them the opportunity to confirm their 

membership requests.   It is good to see the start of 

cooperation already.  CCES and WOCS Board reps 

have also been meeting regularly to work out details 

of the WOCS closure.  This is not an easy undertaking.  

There are many logistical, legal, and financial 

decisions that require decision making.  There are no 

updates to provide here but we continue to meet and 

discuss what steps need to be taken.   Please keep 

WOCS in your prayers as it works towards its wind 

down.   

 

Fundraising is still ongoing.  It was great to hear that 

funds were received shortly after the request in 

December.  Please also prayerfully consider donating 

to this effort.  We need to work together and 

collectively participate to accomplish our goals.  

 

Board/Staff visits are scheduled for this month.  This 

is a great opportunity for us as Board to have 

discussions with the Staff.  We do enjoy it as Board.  It 

also gives us the opportunity to express our gratitude 

in person for all the work that our staff carries out 

every day.   

 

Let me sign off with a verse from Proverbs 9:9-12: 

“Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a 

righteous man and he will add to his learning.   The 

fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and 

knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.  For 

through me your days will be many, and years will be 

added to your life.  If you are wise, your wisdom will 

reward you.” 

 

With these words, let’s hold on to the value of 

instruction in knowing and fearing our Lord so we may 

continue to grow in wisdom and understanding

 

From the Principal Otto Bouwman

Already a full month into the new year, another 

month closer to our Savior’s return. It just might be 

that some have been praying more fervently than 

usual for our Savior’s return, as the brokenness of this 

world continues to burden us. As we long for the virus 

to subside, for the restrictions to be eased, and 

especially for worship services to resume unhindered, 

we are profoundly grateful that the school has been 

able to continue as smoothly as it has thus far. 

Attendance rates have been remarkably high, 

considering the circumstances; since the traditional 

flu bug is wreaking far less havoc than normally, there 
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have been few coughs this past January. Enjoy 

catching up through this edition of Branches and learn 

about what has been going on and what is being 

planned at CCES. 

 

Once Again: Reporting Protocols 

In a previous column I shared some impressions of the 

parent / student / teacher conferences which had 

been held at the end of October. There continues to 

be good collaboration between staff and Education 

Committee as we look forward to the next steps in the 

process. As was communicated in a recent Leaflets, 

the teachers intend to have an informal check-in with 

parents at some point in late January or February. 

Since report cards went out just before Christmas, 

and the next round of (condensed) report cards will 

not be released until April 26, it’s a good idea for 

parents and teachers to connect. Parents, please 

don’t feel a need to wait for teachers to contact you; 

you are most welcome to initiate the conversation 

from your side.  

 

One of the hallmarks of our schools is and should 

continue to be that there is unity of purpose between 

home, school, and church. As school and homes work 

together, regular communication between these 

parties needs to remain evident. Along with that, 

please continue your prayers for the work that is done 

in your school; in the school we frequently pray for 

the homes we serve. 

 

Special Activities  

Staff and students appreciated the comments 

received after our little Christmas program 

production. Though it was by no means a usual 

production, that, along with some other festivities 

which happened in December at school helped create 

a sense of normalcy as Christmas approached. 

 

Just before the lead-up to Christmas, staff and 

students also engaged in an awareness and fundraiser 

for NightShift Ministries. Great work in support of this 

initiative, Credo community! See acknowledgement 

of appreciation from NightShift elsewhere in this 

publication. This month we have begun another 

awareness and fundraiser for EduDeo. More 

information about this event can be obtained in next 

week’s Leaflets or on our school website 

(https://www.credochs.com/cces/). 

 

In the coming few weeks we’ll again be celebrating 

Book Week. The goal of this is to give one more nudge 

to students and families to read. Reading is such an 

important skill that we do well to frequently and 

actively encourage it to our students. As parents, we 

also do well to model it in our homes. Thank you for 

your efforts, Book Week coordinators – Deb 

Minderhoud, Mary Macdougal, Diana Nobel, and 

Jackie Vanoene! 

 

Next Year 

It’s a good thing some of us enjoy change; change will 

be a constant companion as we move forward. 😊 In 

the first place, we were thankful that just before 

Christmas we were informed that James Kanis and 

Ben Vandergugten had agreed to join our teaching 

team in September. They had responded to our ad 

that we were looking for teachers for the Middle 

School. James used to be well-known in the CCES 

community, since just a few years ago he was a 6th 

grade teacher here; since then, he has been serving 

the WOCS community as principal and 6/7 teacher. 

On the other hand, Ben’s only claim to CCES fame is 

that his sister, Mrs. Deb Huttema, has been leading 

the Sped department. Ben has been the 4/5 

classroom teacher at WOCS for about 15 years, and 

he’s looking forward to the learning curve that 

accompanies moving to a new school and a new 

grade.  

 

Shania Pol, WOCS’ current full-time EA, has also 

accepted an offer of employment here at CCES. We 

look forward to being able to benefit from Shania’s 

training, experience, and passion as she joins the 

CCES team next year. 

 

We are also looking forward to welcoming WOCS 

students next year. Though WOCS has served its 

community very well for many years, today’s 

consequence of demographic migrations is that 

WOCS will be winding down. Such demographic 

migrations have previously been experienced in our 

church and school communities in Ontario, with 

similar consequences. Also our Australian sister 

https://www.credochs.com/cces/
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Thank you from Nightshift Ministries 

NightShift Street Ministries is so grateful for our community 

of support -- especially when it comes from local students, 

like those at Credo Christian, who are leading the way for 

the next generation, in compassion and caring for people 

struggling with big life challenges. 

The Care Packages are so important to people struggling on 

the streets or in poverty. It means, simply and profoundly, 

"We CARE about you!" The items inside each package make 

their lives a little brighter, and deposit a huge measure of 

hope into their difficult circumstances. 

It is acts of kindness and generosity, like making and 

distributing of Care Packages, that helps change broken 

people's lives, and guides them on the journey to healing 

and dignity. 

From the bottom of our hearts at NightShift, thank you to 

the students, parents and staff at Credo Christian School for 

helping share NightShift's mission with people in need on 

the streets: "Sharing unconditional love, and helping each 

other find hope and purpose.” 

Thank you from the NightShift team! 

 

schools have recognized that this is something they 

too will be challenged by in the next few years. In 

order to get an accurate sense of next year’s 

enrollment projections, enrollment packages are 

being sent out this month to the current WOCS 

families. 

 

In order to freshen up some classrooms, as well as to 

accommodate the larger class sizes we expect, some 

renovations will likely occur this summer. A few years 

ago the school’s west wing was upgraded; old 

cupboards were removed and new shelving was 

installed. One of the big benefits of that was that the 

classrooms suddenly became much more spacious. 

We look forward to something similar happening this 

summer part way down the north hallway.   

 

Recently almost a dozen teachers got together in 

order to begin making some concrete plans for the 

establishment of middle schools. The purpose of the 

day was to “develop shared understandings of how 

our middle schools will function in a manner that 

naturally flows out of the recently-published MS 

report.” Though the day was a productive one, it also 

gave us a sense of the amount of work that still needs 

to be done. We were appreciative of the work that 

the Middle School Task Force had already completed, 

and look forward to hammering out more specifics 

with regards to MS culture and curriculum.  

 

Your eyes might have already glanced at the teachers’ 

ad on this page. Yes, we are (seemingly always) on the 

lookout for more teachers. Though we have the 

predominant positions for Middle School figured out, 

we would very much welcome expressions of interest 

for other possible positions in the lower grades. It’s 

that time of year, and every year again finding 

sufficient capable, enthusiastic, and qualified staff is 

a challenge. Continue to encourage people to pursue 

the teaching profession!  

 

It’s again the end of another column. May the Lord 

graciously provide for all of our needs. We trust in his 

continued care, knowing we are safe in his arms.
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Short Reports of Board Meetings 

 
Short Report of the November 9, 2020 Meeting of the  

Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary School 

 

• Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul 

Sikma, opened the meeting by reading from 

Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed everyone to 

the meeting, extending a special welcome to the 

new directors Mirjam Scholtens and Stuart 

Vanderhorst. 

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular 

board meeting was approved. 

• Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and 

Short Report from the Regular Board Meeting 

held October 7, 2020, and the Minutes and Short 

Report of the Special Board Meeting held October 

27, 2020 were approved.  The Minutes of the 

November 4, 2020 Membership Meeting were 

approved for publication in Branches.   

• Incoming/Outgoing Correspondence: One 

incoming letter was received from the CCRTC.  A 

letter was received from a member regarding 

Middle School and William of Orange’s decision 

to close.  A response letter was sent to the 

member with various details on Middle School 

and the planned absorption of WOCS students 

next September. 

• Principal’s Report: Otto Bouwman presented the 

Principal’s Report.  The Board agrees to a slight 

increase in EA staffing to ensure that there is 

sufficient support for all students. 

• Chairman’s Report: Paul Sikma reported on his 

activities as chairman, which included an October 

15 meeting with WOCS Board representatives.  

An ad hoc CCES-WOCS transition committee will 

be set up to deal with the various aspects of the 

WOCS wind-down and absorption of WOCS 

students at CCES next September.   In light of the 

Covid situation, the valley schools are all taking 

the same approach with regards to encouraging 

staff members to stay home if they are unwell. 

• General Business:   

o Belinda Dystra has been hired as 

Bookkeeper to replace Elma Kuntz who is 

retiring as of December 31, 2020.     

• Board Assignments: The following roles and 

functions were assigned to Board Directors: 

o Chair – Paul Sikma 

o Vice-Chair – Ian Moes 

o Treasurer – Ian Moes 

o Secretary – Keith Broersma 

o Education Committee – Mirjam Scholtens 

o Finance Committee – Ian Moes / Roger 

Aikema 

o Membership Committee – Roger Aikema 

o Fundraising Committee – Roger Aikema 

o IT Committee – Stuart Vanderhorst 

o Credo Christian High School representative 

– Brad VanOene 

o Maintenance Committee – Stuart 

Vanderhorst 

o CCSTA Representative – Keith Broersma 

o Board-Staff Relations Liaison – Mirjam 

Scholtens 

o Valley-Wide High School Implementation 

Committee – Richard Welfing 

The Director Letter of Commitment was signed by 

incoming Board Directors Mirjam Scholtens and 

Stuart Vanderhorst. Outgoing Director Deanna 

VanDyke was given an opportunity to speak and 

was thanked for her work on the Board over the 

last 3 years.  

• Valley-wide Implementation Committee: The 

Committee will be releasing their Middle School 

report to the membership very soon.  The 

Committee is looking for new representatives 

from JCCS and WOCS to replace retiring 

members.   

• Finance Committee: The income statements for 

September 30, 2020 and October 29, 2020 were 

submitted and reviewed.  The Salary Committee 

has begun its work for the year.  Belinda Dykstra 

was authorized as a signing authority for the 

Society. 

• Education Committee: The Committee is looking 

for 2 new members to replace the retiring Pearl 
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Hoff and Kelly VanSeters.  Keith Broersma 

reported positively on an October school visit.   

• Maintenance Committee: Brad VanOene 

provided an update on the proposed portable. 

• Next Meetings / Events:  The next regular Board 

meeting is planned for December 14, 2020, which 

will be preceded by a Legal Authority meeting 

with members from the CCHS board. 

• Closing: Keith Broersma offered a prayer of 

thanksgiving.  Paul Sikma closed the meeting and 

thanked all for coming. 

 

 

Short Report of the December 14, 2020 Meeting of the  

Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary School 

 

• Opening and Welcome: The Chairman, Paul 

Sikma, opened the meeting by reading from 

Scripture and prayer.  He welcomed the Directors 

and Principal Otto Bouwman to the meeting.  

Mirjam Scholtens was absent with notice. 

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular 

board meeting was approved. 

• Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and 

Short Report of the November 9, 2020 Board 

meeting were adopted.  

• Principal’s Report: Otto Bouwman presented the 

Principal’s Report for December 2020.  The fall 

has gone well given the Covid situation, but staff 

(and students) are looking forward to the 

Christmas break.    

• Chairman’s Report: Paul Sikma reported on his 

activities as chairman, which included orientation 

of new Board members and continuing 

discussions with William of Orange Christian 

School (WOCS), regarding WOCS wind-down and 

associated impacts for CCES.  Paul also reported 

on the recent (November) Principal Evaluation 

conducted by the Board.  Staff, Board members 

and the Principal (self-assessment) were part of 

the Evaluation process.  The Board is very 

thankful for Otto Bouwman’s effective leadership 

at CCES.   

• General Business:   

o Elma Kuntz is retiring after 26 years of 

service at Credo.  The Board will 

communicate its appreciation for Elma’s 

fruitful and faithful service. 

• Education Committee: The minutes of the recent 

Education Committee meetings were received 

and reviewed.  Paul Sikma, on Mirjam Scholten’s 

behalf, reported positively on a November school 

visit.  Further efforts will be made to add another 

person to the Committee.    

• Finance Committee: The income statement for 

November 30, 2020 was submitted and reviewed.  

The ad hoc Salary Committee is doing its annual 

review and will report back at the January 

meeting.  

• Valley-wide Implementation Committee: The 

Middle School report was circulated to the 

membership via email on November 20, 2020.  

Adam Vandenhoven from WOCS has joined the 

Valley-wide Implementation Committee. 

• Maintenance Committee: Stuart Vanderhorst 

reported that work on procuring and permitting 

the portable needed for September 2021 is 

underway.  Replacement committee members 

for Mark Meerstra and James Vandeburgt are 

being sought. 

• CCSTA: The CCSTA passed their 2020/21 budget 

at their December 8 AGM.  Covid has impacted 

CCSTA in a big way, reducing revenues and 

increasing some costs.  Finding drivers is also a 

key concern.  The organization operates very 

efficiently, but these are challenging times for the 

CCSTA. The company that was to implement the 

GPS-tracking and video surveillance appears to 

have gone out of business.  CCSTA is looking at 

alternative solutions, as the hardware has already 

been installed on the buses.  

• Next Meetings / Events: The next regular Board 

meeting is planned for January 11, 2020, with a 

Valley-wide Combined Boards meeting schedule 

for January 22, 2020.  

• Closing: Richard Welfing offered a prayer of 

thanksgiving.  Paul Sikma closed the meeting and 

thanked all for coming. 
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Credo Aid Update 
 
Happy February.   
 
Credo Aid Board had a meeting last week to review the past four months and plan for the remainder of the year.   
We are in a good financial position at this point and hope to put forward a few more fundraising events 
including Epicure, Dutch Cheese and another Meridian & Ralph's gift card purchase.  We are considering some 
other options as well.   
 
   The new Epicure Fundraiser is in progress and you have until this week    
   Wednesday, February 10 to browse and place an order.  We thank Sarah   
   Beintema for the opportunity.   The link is available on the “Credo-Aid”    
   Facebook page that you're encouraged to join.  You can also contact Marcia   
   Wildeboer for more information.   
 
This past week Credo Aid met with an Orange Aid board representative to connect and plan as we move towards 
merging our school communities in September.  We pray for a good transition and teamwork and for the 
William of Orange school membership as they go through a difficult closure.   
 
Financial Update:   2020/2021 Total Budget $18,145.   Current Income $11,871.77 
 
Fundraiser Profits for 2020:  
Neufeld Farms - $1145 
Meridian Meats/Ralphs Gift Cards - $6600 
Purdy’s - $643.39 
Croquettes - $3443.38 
Eco-cloth $40 
 
Our current bank balance has sufficient funds to cover our current budget.  At the close of the year, we ensure 
adequate bank balance goes forward to the 2021/22 school year.  The traditional annual high school and 
elementary "wishlists" will be considered after that.   
 
All the support of our Credo school community is greatly appreciated especially during the challenge Covid 
restrictions has on holding events.  Plans for a community event are dependent on changes to regulations. 
 
Purpose:  Credo Aid fundraising pays for the supplies and special events that enhances the students learning 
environment such as library books, PE equipment, classroom resources, extra bussing for fieldtrips, fieldtrips, 
school skating, student treats for sports day and other holidays, staff birthday gift cards and delicious hot 
lunches through the year.    
 
If you have any questions or comments, please reach out to a member of our Board 
Pearl Hoff 
Marcia Wildeboer 
Tanya Scholtens 
Allison Vandeburgt 
Marilyn Mostert 

  

 



Just a ‘few’ years ago I graduated from Credo Christian High School. I loved my time there,
especially playing on the sports teams. I spent some time at BCIT studying financial
management and then started working at Premier Agendas. When Kent and I got married
in 1999 we ended up in Edmonton where we soon had 4 children, Maria, Willem, Carlina
and Melody. Most of my time was spent taking care of them but in the fall I would often
drop them off in Kent’s classroom so I could coach sr. girls volleyball.
 
In 2008 opportunity brought us back to BC. We were blessed with a 5th child, a son, Kendal.
Now that the kids are all in school (elementary to university) I have been
blessed to be in the workforce again. I have always loved working with numbers and am
thankful that I have been able to join the CCES team in the role of bookkeeper.

Meet the Bookkeeper
Belinda Dykstra

All About Me

My Favourite Things
Time spent with family and friends has got to be my favourite thing. I love creating
memories on whatever path we are on – hurrying across the country to get to string camp,
spending time at the lake, racing down the ski slopes or enjoying Vancouver Island on our
bikes. I also enjoy a relaxing cup of coffee or glass of wine with a friend or a puzzle. A good
game of dutch blitz with my crazy kids is also hard to pass up.

8



Hello from the front office!

Kevin and I have been married for 12 years. We have moved a handful of times, including a
brief but fun year in Smithers where Kevin grew up. Jack our oldest son (grade 5), who just
turned 11 was born up north. Quinn our middle daughter (grade 4) is 9, and Rory, our
youngest, just started Kindergarten. She recently turned 5. The newest addition to our family
is Leo our Bernedoodle. He is currently chewing everything in sight and running away when
called; he is a very good boy.

I have worked hard over the past 10 years to try new things and it has brought many new
passions into my life. I realized how much I enjoy running - I have completed a marathon, a
handful of half marathons, and many more runs. I also love biking or walking with my children,
listening to audiobooks, renovating, decorating, and organizing. On my days off you will likely
find me at the gym, browsing IKEA, or hanging out with my sisters while drinking lots of coffee.

Meet the Administrative Assistant
Kendra Vandergaag

All About Me and my Favourite Things
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I am Jackie VanOene and I have been Credo’s Librarian for the past 3 years. I had been a
library volunteer for a few years before that. Children’s books and
literacy are one of my passions and I am grateful for every day that I get to
share this love with kids. 

Since graduation from high school, I have filled my time with travel, as a Greenhouse
employee, and for many of those years being a mother. I married Brad 20 years ago and we
have 4 boys. The boys pretty much fill up most of my weekly hours between supplying them
with food and driving to/watching their sports games. I have also been taking courses at UFV
for the last 2 years in Information Services.

I enjoy a fair number of different activities and hobbies from soccer, reading, gardening (esp.
peonies), kayaking, camping, thrifting, puzzling, renovating and spending time with family and
friends. Life keeps me busy and I wouldn’t want it any other way.

Meet the Librarian
Jackie VanOene

All About Me and my Favourite Things
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News Bulletin  
COVENANT CANADIAN REFORMED TEACHERS COLLEGE 

Be still, and know that I am God.  
I will be exalted among the nations,  

I will be exalted in the earth. Psalm 46:10  

As we head into the second month of 2021, we can look back with thankfulness for 
the continued care of the LORD, and also look forward in expectation for his 
continuing care. God has not and will not change, despite the rapidly-changing 
circumstances in which we find ourselves.  

 
At this time the CCRTC facilities are closed except for the most necessary 
administrative tasks that cannot be performed off-site. While disappointing 
for all, staff and students are able to make the adjustments relating to moving 
entirely on line. However, the personal contacts that are built at CCRTC, be 
that among faculty, faculty and students, and students and students, are 
definitely missed. 
 
Looking ahead to the coming study year, CCRTC continues to receive 
student applications. It is noted with thankfulness that there is an increase in 
interest for the teaching profession. That said, if you or someone you know 
is considering the teaching profession, do not hesitate to visit our website at 
https://www.covenantteacherscollege.com to learn more about what it takes 
to become a teacher. Teaching covenant children is a very rewarding task 
and there is a great need for teachers within the Canadian Reformed 
community. The League of Canadian Reformed School Societies also has 
an excellent resource as part of its “Teach with Us!” promotional program, 
found at https://lcrss.ca/teachwithus  

 
The past year has also seen significant progress regarding CCRTC’s 
application for accreditation. However, at this point things are moving 
forward very slowly. Please continue to prayerfully remember this 
matter, that those involved at CCRTC may receive the strength and 
wisdom needed, and that the LORD will work favour in the hearts of 
the government officials to whom the application is submitted.  

In conclusion, faculty, staff, students, and Board of CCRTC remain 
very thankful that the work at CCRTC can continue. It is the hope and 
prayer of all at CCRTC that the LORD will continue to grant his blessing 
and grace, and that the work of teaching teachers to tell covenant 
children of God’s great works may continue. 
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